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S\f AN Explanation of Aft. 15, 56, 29, And he. 
* ine Queſtion therein diſcuſſed is, Yhether 
s Chriſtians under the Goſpel! ought toeat things | 
& ftrangled and blood;(ſeeing the ſame are in that 
& Text ſeemingly prohibited to theſe firſt Chri- 
| Riians atAntioch,) wherein is proved, that A!! 


3 Meats are Lawfull, . and may by all be freely, 
eaten without reſtraint, or exception of any. 
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Leading to the matter in hand, and decla- 
ring the Method or Order of proceeding, 
obſerved in the ſubſequent Diſcourſe it 
 Refutation of this Erronr. 


IF Rrour, and Schiſme have ever been the 
1 Companions of all Ages : and therefore 
|the Apoftle S. Paul hath long agoe given out 
a Watch-word, to beware of the fomenters 
of the ſame. Rom. 16. 17. Now I beſeech you 
Brethren, marke them which cauſe divifions, 
| & offences, contrary to the doArine, which 
ye have learned, & avoide them. | 
Yea fo hainous 1s this praftice, that it is a 
| Queftion with Aquinas 24 24 qu. 39. Utrum 
Schiſma gravius peccatum fit , quam Infideli- 
|tas; Whether Schiſme be not a more grievous 
{Sin than unbelicfe. ©12 peccatum Schiſmatis 
ravins invenitur punitum, quam Ppeccatum 
1nfidelitatis,& Iaololatrie . Becauſe the fin of 
Schiſme hath been found to be more grievous- 
]ly punithed, than the fin of anbeliete and 1do- 
B latry 


(2) 
latry,the Jewes Idolatry in making the mole 
Calfe being puniſhed but by the Sword, Exod 
32. 28. When Korah Dathan & Abiram tc 
rebelling againſt Moſes & Aaron were ſubit 
tellu ris hiatu ſwallowed up quicke: Numb. 16 
32. A Judgement no lefſe formidable tha 
admirable, and a timely Caveat to ſuch as : 
this day breed divifions in our Church. More 
over no lefſe remarkable was the Judgemen 
that befell Nadab & Abihy, who for offering 
ſtrange fire before the Lord received as ftrang 
a puniſhment, being devoured with fire fro 
the Lord for that offence: Et ſcelus hoc merit]. 
pondus & inftar babet. 
And what ſtrange fire is now a dayes offery 
ed: what ſtrange worſhip have ſome deviſed{ 
who in the clearelight of the Goſpell dreamq_ 
of worſhipping God by obſerving a ſuperſttiq | 
ous abſtinence from meates, as if there werd | 
any "yins therein to commend us to GodJ 
when fie weakeſt Chriſtians are not ignorant | 
that God is a Spirit, & they that worldp himy 
( 
| 


muſt worſhip him in Spiric, and in truth. Fob| 
4. 24- 
But it is a common Adage that where God 
hath his Church, there the Devill indeavoury ! 
cth to have his Chappell. For as in the timq_ 
of Luther no ſooner could the ſplendone of a | 
Reformation begin to peepe o'1t of that palpaq | 
ble darkenefTe of Popery and Superſtition, but 
Satan 


WU: 


ES 


Satan ſtirres up miſts of Errour to ecclipſe the 


| light thereof; raiſing up one Storke Mnxcer, & 


others of a giddy and unſound Judg:mentr , 
who not onely denyed Infant-Baptiſme, which 
had not bin openly oppoſed from the Apoftles 
times till then: but alſo ( as no errour is ever 
without concomitants ) pretended to inſpira- 
tions, and Enthuſtiaſmes, rebelled againſt Ma- 
eiſtracy, maintained polygamy, denyed that 


d Chriſt received fleſh and bloud from the Vir- 


gin Mary, with many other erroneous foppe- 
ries; All whoſe indeavours notwithſtanding 
were {uddenly blaſted; confuſton proving the 
Iflue of their raſh attempts: So that as thoſe 
ſtrange puniſhments befell Koran, Nadab, and 


d{ the reſt before mentioned, who of old indea- 


voured to ſow the ſeeds of diviſion, Schiſme, 
or rebellion amongſt Gods people; even fo fell 
it out with theſe Schiſmaiicall fations in the 


1 dayes of Luther in Germany, and other places, 


ſome of them being flaine, others hanged, o- 
thers drowned, others ſuffering other ſtrange 


deaths, till all of them at laſt were ntterly con- 


ſumed and deftroyed. | 
Even fo in like manner we ſe at this day,and 
in this Nation, that no ſooner can there be 
any thing ſaid, or done in reference to a Re- 
formation, but upſtart a freſh, this Se& a- 
monegft us , denying Baptiſme even to thein- 
fants of Believers, and not onely ſo, bat alſo 
B 2 embracing 
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embraceing | the Pelagian Hereſy touching 
Originall inne , Arminianiſme touching Ele- 
Con, Univerſal] Grace, Free will &c. But 
amongſt the reft beginning to enter upon 


a Popiſh Superſtition or Jewiſh ceremony ' 


rouching a diſtin&ion of Meats, as if ſome 
kindes of meats were unlawfull to be eaten. 
And to this end thy praiſe an ntter refu- 
fall ofcating ſuch of the Creatures, as are 
killed by ſtrangling , or meats in whoſe con- 
feAion, or confertion blood is uſed (the par- 
ticulars being (o well known, I need not 
mention them) and therefore they ſuffer no- 
thing which they cate to die by ſuffoca- 
tion , but make cffufſjon of the blood 


upon the ground, becauſe they will not 


eat thereof, leaft God thereby ſhould be 
offended , as they pretend, thus as thoſe in 
Germany, that came at laſt to ruine , fo are 
theſe in England carryed away with the like 


vaine deluſjons. What the Diſpenſations of 


Providence will be to 
ſuch ar laſt , none can 
determine , But Tv- 
$ojehvs wirdIpu Tu TAndiv. x4 70 G0 KivSuyun, 
Felix quem faciunt --=- is no bad caution. 
But to proceed : This their opinion they 
ground upon a groſs miſapprehenfion or miſ- 
conftruf&ion of certainTexts in AF.15. 20. 29. 

Wherefore that we may at leaſt endeavour 
0 


Tunc tua res agitur paries 
cum proximus Ardet. 


(5) 


cruſh this Neft-gull of theſe Cockatrice opini- +1 


ons in the (hell, that it grow no greater , or 
ſpread no farther to Infeſt or Infe& peoples 
(at firſt perhaps)donbtfull or unferled mindes, 


| with its virulent Contagion , I have thoughr 


good to preſent this Antidote, or Cordial), 
to prevent the ſame, or at leaſt to ſtay their 
ftomacks, if not to give ſome longing Appe- 
tites after Novelties full Satisfa&ion. 

The Scripture is rightly compared to a 
Ford,thorow which a Lambe may wade, and 
in which an Elephant may plonge. Now for 
fo much knowledge as is neceffary for Salvati- 
on it hath pleaſed the Lord to lay a Ford 
thercin ſo plain, and a paſſage fo obvious to 
the underſtanding, that the meaneſt capacity 
may ealily wade through it, and by Gods a{- 
fifting grace and their own care, and vigilan- 
cy may ſafely arive at the defired Haven of 
happincſs and bliſs : bur if thorow their too 
much nicity , men will diſlike this known 
Channell, and beaten path, and would needs 
ſeek out amongſt Rocks ſome neerer way to 
Heaven, they may like unskiltull Pilots ſoon 
ſplic themſelves and judgements upon a thou- 
ſand Scylla's of dithculty, and Syrtes of un- 
diſcerned danger, wherein the further they 
wade the deeper they finke, till they plunge 
themſelves over head, and cares in perplexing 
thoughts, and ambiguous Tenets, and ar latt 

B 3 without 
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without a ſeaſonable heed , and timely re- 
turne drowne themſelves in Errour, and per« 
dition, before they get halfe way to the end of 
their intended voyage. 

Now as thoſe Mariners , or Pilots, cannot 
eſcape Rockes, and Shipwracke, whe faile at 
randome, and guide their fterne onely by the 
uncertain gueſs of their ewn judgement,with- 
out either ſtarre or compaſs to dire& them : 
even fo in like manner muſt they needs fplir 
themſelves ypon rocks of errour , and cannot 
chooſe but make ſhipwrack of the Truth,who 
failiog in the vaſt Ocean of the Scripture, muſt 
needs plunge into the deep Gulfes of miſteri- 
ous difficulties , and yet carry with them nei- 
ther line nor Plumber of orthodox Expoſi- 
tors to ſound the bottome of the ſame, nor 
have any way to fteere by, but to fall upon 
each rock, and ſhelfe as they find it, no Rule 
to avoid the danger of Error, but by taking 
Scriptures, as they lye (as in this 15. of AF. 
appcareth plaine) no way to refolve ambigu- 
ous, or enigmaticall points, or places, but 
the ſhadowy Hypotheſis of their own floating 
fancies, how is it poflible that ſuch ſhould faile 
ſafely and not finke Into Errours and Hereſjes, 


or Judge and fina out the (enfe of difſonanc 


Texts rightly and truly, that obſerve no bet- 
ter Rules to help them; or have no better 
Guides to dire& their Judgement in paſsing 

thorow 
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thorow ſuch dark and difficult places inthe 
Word of God ? | 


of | If the Apoſtle S, Peter who was doutblefie 


inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt in abundant mea- 
ſare, yet acknowledgeth ſome things in Saint 


{Pauls Epiſtles hard to be underftood, which 


they that arc unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as 
they doe alſo other Scriprures-unto their own 


: [deſtru@ion 2 Pet. 3. 16. what ſhall we think 


of ſach in theſe dayes, who although they be 
neither learned themſelves, nor will confulc 
with ſuch Ancient, or Moderne Writers, and 
Expoſitors, as are learned , and have been 
long Students in the Scriptures, difſe&ing or 
Anatomizing and ſetting forth the very Ske- 
lcton of each Text and place :- yes will take 
upon-them by their own naturall Ability , 
or by a pretended Inſpiration to put Gloffes 
npon the Word of God, to raiſe: ſenſes from, 
and make expoſitions , and Interpretaions of 
the fame. Are not theſe thoſe unlearned, and 
unſtable perſons , whom S. Peter ſpeaks of, 
that wreft the Scriptures &c ? But let all ſuch, 
as defire to live free from being entangled 
with errour, liſten unto the Apoſtles exhor- 
cation in the next verſe : Ye therefore Beloved, 
' ſeeing ye know theſe things before, beware, leat 
yee alſo being lead away with the Erronrs of the 
wicked, fall from your own ſtedfaſtneſſe, v. 17. 
But grow itt Grace and. in the knowledge of _ 
| Lor 
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Lord and Saviovr Feſus Christ : to him be glo«ſ( 
ry both now and for ever : Amen. v. 18, Herc igt 
the main bufineſs of a Chriſtian: viz.to growſc 
in grace, and in the knowledge of Chriſt, notfc 
co perplex themſelves with difficult points Jl 
and fruitleffe diſputations , the former is thei 
path , that is ſo plain in Scripture, that theja 
meaneſt capacitys by Gods blefling , and afsi-[! 
ſing grace may underftand, and ſafely paſſe} 
through the ſame, when to chooſe rather toſr 
climbe over rocks, and clifts muſt needs be naſt 
lefſe dangerous, than needlefle, cſpecially forſa 
unlearned Chriſtians. t] 

But if we will not be perſwaded , but will 
needs be rampering with controverſies and 
ambiguous Texts, Jet us be ſure to obſerve 
ſome rules or dire&ions, how to proceed 
therein, and to deale therewith ; that weſ- 
may, as much as poſsible may be, avoid Er- 
rour ; to which end, viz, that ſuch may take 
ſome Guide along with them, to dire& them 
in their way, who will needs runn upon the 
Rockes of Scripture, and-intermeddle wich 
polemicall diſcourſes from the Word of God; 
although it were ſeaſonable in this place to 
give ſome brief dire&ions to that purpoſe; 
yet that I may not ab opere inftituto diutius mo- 
rari , I ſhall at preſent deferre the ſame, and 
ſhall in a ſele& chapter by it ſelfe in the en- 
{aing diſcourſe give certajtie Cautions as a 
 Cynolure 
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«| Cynofure not unneceſſary to ſuch to ſteere 
ig] their courſe by through thoſe rocks of diffi- 
wiculty to the right underſtanding cfthe Word 
otlof God. And in the reſt of the ſame Treatiſe 
s,|1 ſhall by Gods Aſiſtance ſhew - firſt what 
he[is not the true ſence of thoſe Texts in hand, 
heland that it is lawfull to eat of all forts of 
5-1meats whatſoever : and next what is the true 
Teſproper, and genuine ſenſe thereof, and in what 
toſreſpe& it was not convenient for thoſe primi- 
noltive C hriſtians to eat of thoſe meats, and then 
orfjanſwering certaine obje@ions raiſed to cleare 

the point ſhall conclude, 


Concerning 


(10) 
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Concerning 'the true Senſe of 


Aﬀ. 15. 29. 
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TEGEATE, 


28. Viſum eſt enim Spiritus Sanfo, ac nobisgr 
#e quod amplius imponeremus vobis onus 
preter neceſſaria ista. 

29. Vaidelicet, ut abſtineatis ah iis, que ſunt| 
immolata Simulacris, & Sanguine , Of 
ſuffocato & Scortatione ; a quibus ſi vo 
bis caveritis, bene agetis. 


——_—_——————————— EE EIN 
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28. Foritſcemed good to the Holy Ghoſthf 
and to us to lay npon you no greaten 
burthen than theſe neceſſary things 3 fre 

29, That yceabſtain from meats offered take 
Idols, and from blood, and from thingy 
ftrangled, and from fornication : from, 
which if yee keep your ſelves yee ſhalky 


do well. 
C H A Pld 
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Pherein 1s proved, that all Meats are lawfull 
by ſeverall Texts of Scripture : | whereby it 
appeareth that that cannot be the true ſenſe 

Nl of AR. 15. 29. which is by ſome in theſe 
Wl dayes pnt upon the place. 


Lu 


HAT we may with the greater per= 
ſpicuity underſtand, and the more regu- 
ariry diſcufſe the point in hand, it ſeemeth 
i5Sn the firſt place requiſite to ſtate the Queſtion 
zpright,which for the cleerer diſcerningjot our 
diſcrepancy in Opinion, ſtands thus 
nt] Whether, Al Chriſtians under the Goſpel 
&pre from that Text prohibited to cat of meats 
vodpffered to Idols, and of Blood, and of things 
trangled. 

There be ſome in theſe dayes ſeem to 
oſtþfirm it, others deny it, And therefore our © 
tcnAfſertion is, That ro expound thoſe Texts in 
3 [reference to theſe meats, as binding precepts 
| too all Chriſtians under the Goſpell is a groſs 
ngEmiſmterpretation thereof , and this I ſhall 
oendeavour by Gods afsiſtance ro make good, 
nalfrſt from ſeveral] Scriptures, ſecondly from 

certaine reaſons grounded upon the Word 

Plof God. 

Firſt that all Chriſtians under the Goſpell 


arc 


- 
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are thereby commanded to abftaine fronf: 
meats offered to Idols, things ſtrangled, and 
blood,is not the true and genuine ſence of Af 
T5. 20. 29. verſes, but that it is lawfull fog 
Chriſtians, for any thing in thoſe meats them$ 
{elves freely, and warrantably .to cat thereo 
plainely appeareth from ſeverall -Texts of: 
Scripture, dire&tly contradifing that ſenceſi 
which theſe opinioniſts would faſten upor 
thoſe places, and:holding forth the lawfulneſfc 
of cating all meats whatſoever orderly anqt 
moderately taken. | 


The firſt Texr, that I produce for confirf 
mation of what is before delivered, is 1 Ti 
ch. 4.. v.4.. For every Creature of God is Good 
and nothing to be refuſed , If it be receive 
with thankſgiving, a 


Here we fee apparently that all Goc a 
ereatures without any exception for matter « 
Conſcience may in themſelves lawfully be ea : 
ten & that nothing in it ſelfe for any pious ret: 
ſpe& ought to be refuſed. | 


And to this agreeth Judicious Calvin upc : 
the place, where he ſaith : Vao verbo ſignificahe. 
Paulus, #01 efſe immunda n0bis coram Deo veha 
polluta quecunque ex Dei manu proveniant, tec. 
mwobis in nſum deſtinantur , quin illis « veſcilgt 
quoad Conſcientiam liceat. us 


And if we compare th's verſe with verſe 2; 
imme 


| 


C 


| 
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mfamediatly going before this, and with the 
nd verſe of this chap. we ſhall not onely find 
he Apoſtle declaring ſuch to be bur as Apos 
fofjates from the faith , giving heed to ſeducing 
m&irites and doArines of Divells v.1. who com« 
ofhands to abſtaine from meats, which God 
oftath Created to be received with thank(- 
cefiving of them which believe and know the 
ofuth verſe 3. but alſo we evidently ſee, thar 
\efJone which know the truth : that is, none 
.ndut ſuch as are weake in faith , or Novices in 
digion will offer to ſcruple at ſuch things, 
6rf _ ( as in the cloſe will more ap- 
- NeAare. 
2 Neither can any obje&, that the Apoſtles 
Jeproof of ſuch as v. 3. commanded to ab- 
ain: from meats was at all, limited to, or re- 
rained by the words followiug in the ſame 
Merle, viz. which God hath created to be recei- 
r 04, as if things ſtrangled, and Blood, or any 
ebeats were there excluded, as not created of 
rod to be received. For he that runnes may 
| kad and eafily diſcerne that the word Greuale 
POſhere uſed in reſpeF& of Gods ordaining of 
caheates is indefinitely there ſpoken, ſhewing 
 vehar all meats whatſoever are created to be 
» Occeived : For otherwiſe the Apoſtle would 
ſcilt have ſaid dniys9z Bpoppioy « &c. but Cats 
tht Telwy Bpowpdſur & , Of, tle © O20; Eilrouv 
> 2fs weaſdanyiy Nc but there is no refirifive 
NC particle 
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particle at all there uſed, nor any diſtin&iq 
or exception at all made. | 
But the Apoſtle preventeth any ſach Obj; 
Aion in the very next words following bt 
fore repeated : plainly thewing, that Ge 
hath created all meats whatſoever to ber 
ceived; firſt affirmatively, For every creature 
God (faith he) 7s Good : and then negativel 
and nothing to be refuſed, #\ SiCauſov or ng 
thing to be caſt away, as the word proper 
fignitieth, that is no Creature, or nothing 
the Creature, Ruoad Conſcientiam to be 
je&ed or caſt away direAly reproving , « 
contradiAing their praiſe, that caſt awg 
the blood of the Creatures. 
ObjeF. But here before this Treatiſe cou 
reach the Preſs, I have accidentally mer wb 
an obje&ion, and ſach an one indeed, as I dh: 
nor Imagine, could have proceeded from ani 
rationall judgement : and it is this : Thr 
blood is not a Creature, but the life of thy 
Creature. To which | an{ were. | 
Anſ. 1- A pretty fallacy , but whethſs 
proceeding out of policie, or ſimplicity, 
fhall not queſtion. Bur if we ſhovld be ſo finh( 
ple or illiterate, as to grant Blood not to befw 
Creature 2 yet it will not I hope be denyqr 
that things firangled are creatures and fo abf 


good and not to be refuſed, * 


2. Bur the Text faith, no Thing is to Ipr 
ref 
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idrefuſed, bat Blood is a thing : and therefore is 
lnot to be refaſed. Bur the truth is Blood is 
>]Jdnot to be refuſed, not onely as it is a thing, but. 
ogas it 1s a Creature. 
34 3. Foritblood be not a Creature, what is 
: rt ? the Creator? There are but two things 
ren the whole Univerſe, the Creatour and 
relithe creature,and there is nothing in the whole 
ndUniverſe but muſt be one of theſe two: If it be 
xerſnot a Creature it muſt of necellity be the Cre= 
g &tour, but blood is not the Creatour 5 there- 
2 rEore It 15 a Creature. 
',J 4. But in cleering this matter, I ſhall 
wot onely anſwer this objeRion,ſhewing how 
blood is a creature , and how the life of 
ouFhe creature: but alſo ſhall by the way 
witþverthrow another opinion of the Ana- 
| dþaptifts, Quakers &c. who hold, Thar 
1 aohumane Learning is needlefſe ; which in this 
Thpcry particular will be diſproved : In regard 
f thrithour humane Learning there can be no 
ker diſcovery, or right underftanding, what 
ethls meant by the word Creature in this place. 
ty | The Word Creature is taken in a twofold 
 finfeſpe& , and according thereunto there are 
 befwo words ofa different ſence that fienitic a. 
nyPreature : the one is Animal or 3 Cooy 
o abf Z«w vivo, and therefore fgniticth a Crea- 
are, i hat hath life ſuch as!men,beafts, fowles, 
() o tiles ; and in his reſpe& ic is that blood 
rett is 


16 All Meats are Lawfull. 
is aid to be the life of the creature 2 when in 
deed blood is not the life of the creature lite 
rally taken. | | | 
r. Becauſe it would then follow, that ( 
long as the blood remaineth in the Body 
Creature ſhould be alive, or ſhould not dil 
till the blood be effaſed or gone, which is ne 
ſoc ; for we ſee that a man is dead, or his lif 
gone although his blood remaine ; and there 
fore the blood cannot be the life. 
2. Becauſe as Philoſophy teacheth) Form 
dat vitam; All life proceedeth from tt 
forme: but blood proceedeth not from tl 
forme: Ergo no blood is the life. | 
Bur it is in a Tropicall ſence, that blood } 
faid Lev. 17. and Gez, 9. to be the life of thi 
Creature, viz. by a metonymie of the Subjck 
for the Adjun&: where Continens poniti 
pro re contenta : as we lay England is a finful 
or a valiant Nation , meaning the people (, 
England : or when we ſay] drinke a Glaſſe 
ou for the Beer or Wine contained in thf 
Glafſe. And thus is Blood called the life of th, 
Creature we]wyvpnos, becauſe it containeth | 
the life, : b, 


Where by the way we ſec, that withoup,, 
Humane learning or the knowledge of a Rh, 
roricall Trope, we cannot ſ@ much as underg,. 


ſtand, how blood is faid to be the life of thy, , 
Creature : but to proceed; ta 
Th. 


—_— 
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: ] The other word which fignificth aCreature, 
Ity;s Creature of creo or 73 x]ioue of xTI{u Condo 

lor Creo, and ſoevery thing which is made 
L or created is a creature, but Blood is a 
Y {thing created or made, therefore it is a Crea. 


dif ure. 
«ki \ Now how ſhall we know, whether word 
> Jot-whither ſignification is meant in this Text:, 
whether is meant every living creature, or 

every created thing is good , why the ſureſt 
Mind indeed an infallible way to know and diſ- 

Kover this, will be to have recourſe to the 
| UBOriginall , upon which we can no ſooner caſt | 


an eye but wefind it Tav x]igue 387 zaxds 


d ery thing created of God, and to cleer it 
f rh lly Bez in his Latine Trar\lation renders ie 
? PP 1icquid condidit Deus bonum eſt: Whatſocver 


God hath made is good: But God hath made 
ful. Blood as well as the fleſh or any other 
le Gare of the Creature ; therefore thi Blood is 

Ne! 500d, and not to be refuſed. 

| U) And here againe by the way we ſce that 

f tUchout humane learning or the knowledge of 
ncJhe Larine or Greek tongue we cannot un- 

erftand what creature, or wither word or 
1dnitication is by the Apoſtle here intended : 

head therefore humane learning is not needleſs 

deft: ſome ſtick not to afirme ) but in ſuch ca- 

Wk: very neceſſary to diſcerne or find out the 


ue ſence or fignification of each word, or 


Th 


Scripture 
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Scripture in our Engliſh Tranſlation throngh 
out the Word of God. 

To objc& threfore or argue that Bloodi 
not a Creature, becauſe the word Creature i 
ſometimes uſed for a living Creature,is a plai 
equivocation or Fallacia Homonymie in thi 


word Creature, when either through ſubtilt; 
or ſimplicity a word that fignifieth ſeveral 
things, is uſed in the wrong ſence or fignifica 
tion to deceive others and pervert the Trutt 
which ſophiſtry cannot well be diſcerned, bu 
but by ſo much knowledge in Logick, as tc 
diſcerne a fallacy : fo that by this time I hope 
this Ob jc&ion that blood is not a Creature i 
not onely clecrly auſwered, and evidently d 
declared, how it is a Creature, and how thq 
life of the Creature 3 but alſo chat the ſamq 
cannot well be done without the help of H 
mane Learning viz, Rhetorick, Logicke an 
the knowl&ge of the Tongues: and therefory 
Humane learning is not needleſs, but moſt ne 
ceſfary for the right underſtanding of thy, 
Scripture, but to proceed. " 
Objeg. It is yet further obje&ed : that 
Blood be aCreature, yet we (ce that it is na, 
good either to be eaten, or taſted : for who, if 
Blood be fet before him, will account rhd( 
fame good cither to cat or fo much as taflj( 
therefore it is to be refuſed, 1s 
Aaſ. This Obje&ion tor (olidity is _ 
H 
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| the former. But who is ſo flupid or igno + 


rant as not to know, that to be caten or 


if taſted blood is nor good, bur ific ſhould be 
iy ſer before him it ſelf, it is to be refuſed with= 


out prohibition from Scripture ? and who 


tnq and who againe is ſo ſottiſh as not to diſcerne, 
| that ir is not in this reſpe& that the Apoſtle 
ral ſpeaketh but the queſtion or matter which 


the Apoſtle goes about here to reſolve is not 
whether the creatures of God be good for 


| taſt : for then it would follow that flicks and 


ſtones ſhould by the Apoſtles Argument be 


q good to cate, which was never intended ; Bat 
q the queſtion here is whether they be good in 


point of Conſcience, and not to be refuſed for 


matter of pollution, which the Apoſtle here in 
qthis place clearly reſolveth (viz. that they are 


good and not to be refuſed. 
And therefore to argue that becauſe ſome 


Creatures are not good to the externall ſen- 
ſes ſome waies, therefore they are not good 


0d or lawfull to be eaten or ufed for matter of 


conſcience, or in point of religion can no way 
follow but is a fallacy A dio ſecundum: quid 
ad diflum fimpliciter. 


q Wherefore to prevent any ſuch frivolous 
qCavills as theſe concernig theGoodnels of the 
Creatures there mentioned , ( viz.) what 


goodneſs is here meant, end intended Calvin 


lkeweth in what reſpe& the Apoſtle meancth 
C 2 that 
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that every Creature is good : Bonitas Creatu« 
rarum (faith he ) cujus meminit ( Apoſtolus) re 
lationem habet ad homines, & eam quidem non 
ad corpus aut valetudinem ſed ad Conſcientias 
nequis ſcrupuloſe extra loci circumantia 
Philoſophetur. The Goodneſs of the Crea 
tures; which the Apoſtle mentioneth , i 
not meant in reference to their body, © 
health, bat in reference to their Conſciences 
leaft any ſhould nicely, or perverſely reafo 
or Cavil beyond the ſcope of the place. 
Seeing therefore that this Text doth ſoe 
cleerly and dire&ly oppugne and contradi& 
that ſence, in which theſe that oppoſe the 
ſame take that place in A&Q15. It muſt needy 
appeare, that that cannot be the true ſence or 
ſcope, as they take it ; but ſomething elſe muſt 
by help of the Word of God (and ſhall (God 
wiling) afterward) be fonnd out to be the 
{ence thereof, and not a generall Command tc 
abſtaine from theſe meats. | 
For if for matter of Conſcience every thing 
without exception, or without refuſall, of 
caſting away of any thing that is good, and 
may lawfully be caten , then doubtleſs ſuch 
things ſtrangled , and meats made of blooc 
may, 
But the Antecedent is true out of the Text þ 
as hath been now declared : Therefore the 
Conſcquent. : 
ie 
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fEM - The ſecond Text which we prodnce , as 
re pppoſing this ſence is 1 Cor. 6. 12- All things 
"Are lawfull for me bnt all things are + 
1a t expedient : All things are law- —_ = 
#111 for me, but T wil not be brought bo uy, ; 
ca Ng e 

« #1der the power of any v,13.Meatsfor 
> he Belly and the belly for meats, Veſci ſane, lices 
| ""nibuslibet ſed moderate,in hoc quidem eſt libertas 
C [ ſaith Bullinger ) Itis tawfull for a man freely 
zo cat , whatſoever he lifteth but moderately: 
(or herein verily he hath liberty. 
7] Now ifall things are lawfull, as well 'meats 
=_ or the belly, as the belly for meats, as the 
Apoſtle here affirmeth, how can ſuch meats as 
<Mtre made of things ſtrangled , or ſnch meats 
© Olds are confeted of the blood of the creatares, 
nul unlawfull? how can we ſana conſcientia, 
w ontradi& the Apoſtle ſaying or holding any 
1 Thing unlawfull in it ſeife, when he afhrmeth © 

ol things lawfull ? therefore the Text' in hand 

nuſt needs be abuſed by ſnch as will needs 

Wake it that ſence, wherein it isnot poſsible 
 Olor theſe two Scriptures ſo farre diſſonant 
nom one another, faircly and fully to be re- 
Ucitonciled. 
200 The third Portion of Scripture which 
__ Fleereth the place in hand from this ſence and 
y" nterpetation is Rom. 14. 14. I know and 
Mem perſwaded by the Lord Feſvs that there i 
Th othing uncleane of it ſelje, and v.20.nxyra pay 

" C 3 zayaps | 
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| the trne ſence and meaning of the place,whi 
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za0lees — All things indeed are pure, but it is 
evill for that man that eateth with offence, 
Now if all things are pure, and nothing in 
it ſeIfe uncleane, as we ſee here declared, it we 
will believe the Apoitle, and as indeed there i 
no fence or reaſon to the contrary under the 
Goſpell, as will anon appear, how erronevus 
or lenorant muſt all fuch be in this Judge 
ments , who notwichſtanding this Afertto 
of the Apoſtle do direQly contradi& the 
ſme holdirg an impurity m ſuch meats 2 And 
this Calvin afirmeth upon the place: Apojtolu 
(faith he) pronunciat refe ac pure Conſcit 
tie nullim Cibum eſſe impurum, neque ullum 
Impedimentum eſſe quo minvs pure utamut. 
aifi ab Ignorantia & errcre, The Apoſtle pro 
nounceth that to a right and pure Conſcience 
no meat is impure neither. is there any 
Impediment, why we ({tould not purely 
the ſame , but from Ignorance and errour 
And therefore the Text in-hand cannot be any 
binding Precept to all Chriftians toabſtaine 
from thoſe meats : but ſomething elſe muſt be 


theſe Opinionifts either through ignorance dc 
or willfullneſs will not underſtand. | 

And thus much might any rationall judge 
ment be well ſatisfied to be ſufficient for thq| 
Vindication of theſe Texts in A4&. 15. from 
that MiſconſiruQion , which theſe Haimqt 
; ap- eſthites 
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2 {;|ap-eſthites have unadviſedly made thereof © 

however what hath been already ſpoken if 
> injthere were no more, may I hope ſuffice to put 
'wea ſtop unto overhaſty or unſetled judge- 
c iments for being raſhly carryed away into, or 
thejinconſiderately embraceing this ſo erroneous 
usJa praiſe and opinion, and will I hope at 
ge-]preſent ſtay the ſtomachs eſpecially of all Im- 
tonſpartiall Readers , till their full peruſall of 
thqwhat remaines ſhall give them full & ſufficienr 
\ndfatisfaftion, which I hope even they them- 
olygſelves, that have hitherto difſented from us in 
;e44this point, will thereby at Jaft abundantly 


lum receive. 
ut 


Wh Wa 


NCe CHAP. IL 


 ulq IPherein ſome of thoſe very particular meats 
ur in A&, 15. prohibited , are proved Law- 
an; full to be eaten by ſeverall other Scrip- 
aing tures. . 


1 { fn farre in generall : But that we may 
yet in ſome particulars come ſomewhat 
nearer unto the Text in hand : 
[ge{ Although there hath been (ſufficient already 
thqfaid in Juſtification of the Lawfulncſs of cat- 
'omſing all meats whatſoever , and therefore of 
imqthoſe meats, that are the Subje& of this 
tes C 4 diſcourſe; 
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diſcourſe : yet leaſt we ſhould meet with 
ſome as incredulous as Thomas, that hay 
ſo ſmall or at leaſt ſo nice, or ſo curjouſ 
an eye of judgement that either they canj 
not orelſe will not vouchſafe to look upo 
nor be ſatisfied with what hath hithert, 
been ſaid , unlefſe they may ſee Tiberty grantef 
from other Scripturesto cate ſome of tho 
particular meats forbidden in that place, we 
ſhall therefore try whether we can here 
give them ſatisfaQion. 
And indeed ſeeing that command of t 
Apoſtles in the place in hand ftandeth in-: 
full and equall force apainſt meats offerec 
to idols, as it doth againſt things ſtrangled 
and blood : If therefore we find free libert 
granted from the Word of God to cat meat 
offered to Idols, there is no rationall Judge 
ment ſure, unlefle it be tribus Anticeris Capu 
Inſanabile, that can or will runne ſo farr 
Byaſse, but muſt needs acknowledge it at 
lawfu]l ta cate things ſtrangled and blood 
as we can finde it lawfull to eate meat 
offered unto. Idols by the word of Goc 
and all one, in regard, 1 ay, that the 
command is all-one againſt the one, as again 
the other. | 
+ The forth Text therefore of Scripture tc 
this end, and which moſt cleerly vindicateth 
this of AG, 15. 20, 29. from any ſuch ſence 
or 
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Vitor interpretation , manifeſtly declaring, that 
aWplace ro be no univerſall binding precept to all 
OWChriſtians or in ſucceeding ages to abſtaine 
calnfrom meats offered to Idols, and ſo of the reſt 
>Olfis x Cor. 8. ch. where we ſhall ſee liberty to 
cItEeat even of meats offered to Idolls which in 
nceJA&s the 15. are prohibited, in this chapter 
nolttaken for Granted by the Apoſtle if we do but 
> Wicompare the 4,7, 8, 9. together. For S.Paul 
Teln the 4. and 7. verſes mentioning the very 
. , Jword #iJoaofuToy and ſpeaking of things of- 
| red to [dolls faith v. 4, As concerning there- 
IN aFore the eating of thoſe things that are offers . 
eredn ſacrifice unto Idols, 3rPayusy 5]! 5Siy i Swaoy 
led x5owe We know that an Idoll is nothing in 
crtFhe world which is ſufficient light and pur- 
Kalhoſely urged by the Apoſtle, to ſhew thoſe 
ageCorinthians, that if they bad but ſo much 
aþ\Mmnowledge they might lawfully, and without 
riqffence cate even things offered to Idols : Now 
it 390lluz igitur hominem Chriſtianum qui abſque 
o0d{eli religione Tdolothytis veſcatur, ſaith Calvin 
cathn the place ; That ſeeing an Idol is but the 
5Odgaine figment of a humane braine , and fo to 
t thee reputed for nothing, that therefore a chri- 
Alnfian man is noc polluted who without ado- 
tion of the Iidoll eateth meat offered unta 

re (els, Now the Apoſtle in v. 7. ſhewing 
tEtihe ignorance of ſuch as conceit any defile- 
eNCegent in cating theſe or any other meats 
or bringeth 
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bringeth an argument to difwade ſuch from}T 
any ſuch ſimplicity, or vaine conceit v. $.Þ( 
ſaying, But meat commendeth us not to God ; foyſ 
neither if we eate are we the better, neither iff! 
we eat uot are we the worſe : what can be morgſil 
cleer to ſhew our Chriſtian liberty to ear na(ts 
onely of theſe , but of all other meats what®* 
ſoever, and that there can be no pollutionJ! 
or defilement in the ſame , if we have bur {gd 
much knowledge as to diſcerne it : Si aliquiſ® 
ſunt infirmi & ſcientia dejtituantnr , non opor 
tet, ut 20s eorum cauſa Chriſtiana libertat li 
fraudemur : (aith Pet. Martgr upon the placeJPc 
Although ſome are weake , and deſtitute off 
knowledec, ic doth not tollow that we foſ#l 
their cauſe ſhould be deprived or cheated ouff! 
of our Chriſtian liberty. Reſpondet Paulugea 
(faith Calv;z on the place) & concedit coranja 
Des nibil referre , quibus veſcamur cibis (quolſt 
nobis liberum uſum permittat, quantum ad Com! 
ſcientiam) Paul anſwereth and granteih, tha ſpe 
before or in the preſence of God, or 
reference unto God, it makes of 
Angaft.in yyatter what meats we eat (becauſſan 
_— he granteth us the free uſe theregſt© 
Evaree* for matter of Conſcience. ) AngVIl 
Gaith Brentius, ratio cur eſca 0s non comenat ltr 
Deo (i.e.commendatos & gratos non reddat Deogpo 
ſumpta 2 Natura indifferentium & mediarugan! 
rerum 3it quibus nec Fuſtitia nec peccatum -_ "ye: 
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n{The reaſon why meat cannot commend ys to 
(chat is, cannot render vs commended and 
wacceptable to God ) is taken from the Nature 
ifof Indifferent things or mean things,that ſtand 
din the middle or between koth,in which there 
aſs neither righteouſnefſe nor fin. Yea to ſhew 
Jes, anc! that we may be ſure, that knowing 
njand firong Chriftians have free liberty un- 
ader £e Goſpel-ro cate Idolothytes, or any 


Jother 'mears whatſoever , the Apoſtle taketh 
r4the ſamefor granted in the next verſe, uſcing 
t literally the very word *Zevaie liberty or 
eJpower v. g. ſaying ;, but take heed leaſt by any 
i meanes this liberty of yours become a (tumbling 
of block, &c. By which he clearly gives it out for 
Jgranted , that we have liberty and power to 
cate thoſe or any other meats : onely he gives 
theſe Corinthians , a Caution , how to uſe 
that their liberty : of which and of this chap- 
gter, there will be by Gods permiſcion more 
aIſpoken hereafter. 
Seeing therfore, that ſo manycleer Texts 
of Scripture do fo direAly oppoſe that ſence, 
and Interpretation of that Text in Ad. 15. 
go be. any generall prohibition ando cleerly 
qvindicateth the place from ſuch expoſition,. 
gitrongly holding forth unto us-free liberty in 
point of conſcience, or Religion to cate of 
any of Gods Creatures without exception, 
yea of things themſelyes offered to Idols __ 
1 ot 
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one of the very particulars prohibited in theft? 
Text in hand (as we cicarly ſee) much morgÞ* 
of ſuch things as are killed of us by ftrang b 
ling; orfuch mears in whoſe confe&ion Bloodf® 
is intermingled, it hereby clearly convincethF. 
ſach of their great miſtakes of the true ſence offs 
that place,and condemneth that their praRicef® 
as a meer ſuperſtition in abſtaining from meanſ* 
which are ſo freely & cleerly warranted , andf" 
allowed from, and by th e'Word of God ro be” 
with thankſgiving received of us, and will puff 
them ſure upon a more ſcrutinous and diligent he 


examen, or {earch after ſome other more tru”. 
and genuine ſence &meaning of that place,thatf* 

it may better bereconciled to theſe Scripturaſſ® 
which ſeem in the letter , though they are not j 
in the true ſence (if that be truly underftood) Ke 
fo difſonant from the ſame, but that it mayl”* 
well conſiſt therewith. ia 
Although there hath been ſat ſuperque alÞ®) 
ready ſaid in defence of our cating thoſe meats} 
to fatisfic any reaſonable perſon : yet I ſhal i: 
briefly produce yet a fifth Text of Scripture 
for a full confirmation of what hath been Iaff 
inſiſted upon, that as cleerly vindicateth thatf® 
place in A@. 15. from that erroneous conftruf®? 
&ion of being a generall command to abſtainſ* 
from the meats there mentioned, and this i ” 
I Cor. 10. ch. 25, 27. well weighed with” 
the 28, and 29. verſes next following " 
here being a dire& counte;mand to that Tex 

| 


All Meats are Lawfull. 29 


jo the:ſence that they take itin : thatſbeing 
here commanded, which in their ſence is 
: here forbidden, and therefore their ſence 
Fannot be the true ſence of that place, v. 25. 
. batſoever is ſold in the ſhambles that eat, as- 
&ing #0 queſtion for conſcience ſake. Here al- 
though the caſe be hereby ſuthciently clcer ; 
"ſet to prevent any frivolous cavill that might 
Friſe and to pat the matter out of a!l doubt or 
\Hucftion, the Apoſtle illuſtrateth this by ad- 
Ting yet a farther Command ». 27. If any of 
hem that believe not, bid you to a feaſt,and ye be 
Viſpoſed to go , whatſoever is ſet before you eat, 
Thing 0 queſtion for Conſcience ſake, It being 
"ome queſtion, Num liceret Chriſtiano (faith 
Feb. Meger. veſci de eſcis ſique forte (ut fiert 
Tolebat) poſtquam idolis oblate eſſent in marcello 
Fromiſcue venderentur. Whether it be lawfull 
br a Chriſtian, to cat of meats if perchance 
ny (as the Cuſtome was) after they had 
geen offered to Idols were fold promiſcu- 
ſly in the ſhambles : reſpondit Apoſtolns 
4 faich Calvin). generali ſententia licere 
aſc quibuſtibet ſane Conſcientia quia domi- 
ts permitrit : The Apoſtle anſwereth by a 
| fcnerall ſentence that it was lawfull to eat any 
\;ePſith a ſafe Conſcience becauſe the Lord per- 
'-Pitteth it, Againe the queſtion being (faith 
ppxlinger) If any of the unbelievers whom1 
, Fould not offend, invite me, what ſhall I 
6 refuſe 
| 


il 
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- thing, nor fearing any matter of conſcienf: 


| I ſhall leave ſpeaking further thereof in tl 
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refuſe his Table, leaſt I ſhould be compellg 


ro cat things offered to Iaols, he anſwer 
(faith he ) If any of the unbclicvers invite th 
$&c. Ito quicquid in menſa apponitur ede nil 
rrepidans , aut quicquam conſcientie timens,qi 
#ulla re externa polluitur 2 Goe, and whatſ: 
ever is ſet upon the Table cat, ftarting at 


which is not polluted with any external thin 
And that this is the ſence of the Apoſile plaif 
ly appeareth by v. 29, if duely confiderf 
were uſcing the very word jawreia Liber 
he plainly intimateth that a Chriftian , exce 
in caſe of offence to others have free lib=rÞ« 
to cat of any meats, yea even of meats offer 
to [dols, which arc. ſuppoſed , but very 
juſtly to be in A&. 15. generaly forbiddqo 
But in regard | ſhall hereafter againe hafo 
occaſion to infift more upon theſe rwo chafat 
ters in particular the 8. and 1o. of » Cie 


L 


place. Ir 

I might adde to what hath been heref ' 
theſe two Chapters delivered, what ou r Ji 
viour Chriſt alſo ſaith Mat. 15. 11. a3 
Mar. 7.15. There 1s nothing from witboutPal 
man which entring ints him, can defile hipþat 
than which there cannot be a clearer ey## 
dence produced to vindicate the Jawfaff & 
neſs of cating all meats : but of this I (hi: 
ha 
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[have occaſion more ſeaſonably to ſpeake in the 
aft Chapter, | 
-þ4 I might alſo have urged Peters viſton A@. 
tio. where the Apoſtle is commanded to kill, 
nd cat all manner of fonr-footed beaſts of the 
ttarth and wild beaſts and creeping things, and 
owles of the Airev. 12, 13. andis taught to 
tall nothing common or uncleane v. 15. but in 
infegard it may happily be obje&ed that this 
iidcing a Parable may not be ſo binding to this 
urpoſe , I ſhall not therefore here inlift upon 
he ſame, 
cd I might likewiſe here produce the Apoflle 
2rfauls reprof of S. Peter, Gal. 2, where he 
exiithſtood him to the face v. 11. becauſe he 
githdrew from cating with theGentiles at the 
deomeing of the Jews v. 12. and ſeeming to 
hafonforme himfclte to the ceremonial obſer- 
h4aations of the Jewes v. 14. But theſe things 
Cihere but to light a candlero the Sunne, or to 
thaſt water jnto the Sea where there is enough 
Iready. 
re} Thus I hope by this time it is ſufficiently 
r Jrident by the feyerall Scriptures before cited 
oP all underſtanding Judgements , yea the 
atpatter put paſt all peradventure that Chri- 
pians under the Goſpell may lawiully,& ſax 
aj onſcientia catany meats , whatſoever hall 
foe fer b=fore them, ſo that thereby our pra- 
6c in cating ſuc't meats is not onely cleerly 
ha vindicated; 
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vindicated but alſo it evidently appeareth th 
the Text in hand is greatly miſtaken,and grof 
ly abuſed and miſanderftood, and therefol. 
ſom:thing elſe muſt be the ſence and intentic 

of the Apoſtles in that place, than what is hi} 
theſe Opinioniſts thence pretended,and whig| 
ſhould ſeem they either do not, or will nd; 
underſtand , which ſhall by divine permiſligh 
be hereafter evidently declared. R 


—_— 


D ———_— 
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CHAP. 1. 


An exati Propheſy of the coming of ſuch 
bold this Opinion; with reaſons deduceyh 
from the word of God, proving the unſound$b 
zeſs of the ſame. to 


" A Sitis I hope ſufhciently evident , anſs 
 fatisfa&orily apparent, eſpecially to i 
partiall and unbyaflſed Judgements that tho»; 
Scriptures in At. 15. cannot poſsibly be anpre 
generall prohibition of meats offered to Idolf 
things ſtrangled or blood , as hath been 
therto made good from the ſeverall Scriptu 
before Alledged, being utterly difſentancoſ# 
from auy ſuch ſence, or Expoſition : So 
followeth in the next place to make good thſ 1 
ſame from certaine reaſons, or conhderationy | 
grounded upon the Word of God, and holdhe 
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lying forth the lawfulneſs of eating all or anY 
A meats whatſoever , without the lealt polluti” 
on on, or defilement in eating of the ſame- 
id The firſt reaſon to maintaine what hath 
hitherto been delivered, is deduced from the 
dz Tim. 4. before cited, I, 2, 3, 4, verſes 
nqwhereby is evidently foretold the very coming 
1of ſuch as ſhall maintaine this opinion, ſucw 
5 the Papiſts and theſe Haimapelthytes in this 
very particular are in theſe latter dayes : And 
therefore no marvell, that they are accor- 
{dingly now come for the fulfilling of the (aid 
Propheſy, ſeeing it muſt needs be ſo. | 
h4 Verſe 3. Now the ſpirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, 
icahat in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from 
dpbe faith, giving heeed to ſeduceing ſpirits and 
tarines of devills : | | 
V. 2. Speaking lies in Hypocrifie, hath their 
anſ6onſcience ſeared with an hot Tron. 
in V.3. Forbidding to marry, and command- 
10Þ1g to abſtaine from meats, which God hath 
anfreated to be received with thanſgiving of them, 
olfphich believe and know the truth. | 
bl V. 4. For every creature of God is good, and 
urSothing to be refuſed, if it be received with 
-ofpankſpiving , as before delivered from all 
o Which may be drawn this Argument. | 
thi If in the latter times ſuch ſhall ariſe, as are 
oÞy the Apoſtle foretold, and ſhall maintaine 
olghe (ame dorine, and pradtiſe, as is by the 
i D Apoſtles 
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Apoſtle foretold, they "ſhould doe, viz. ;conj: 
manding to abſtaine from mears &c, ſic]! 
muſt needs be the perſons there meant, an | 

: 


intended, who ſhould come, and their dol! 
Arine, and praftiſe muſt needs be erroneou! 
But not onely the Papiſts, and others lo 
fince, but others _— are a up, de 
Ss parting from the faith, or dc 
one gry we Rides af the Church in co 
&. cib. ad , x 
Chr.Ep. Baſil, Manding to abſtaine from mea 
according to theAp. predi&ior 
Therefore they are the perſons , who wer 
meant and foreſpoken of by the Apoſtle ir 
that place ; & their dofrine, and pradtic 
muſt needs be erroneous. 
The Major is cleer by the Text it Klfe, that 
ſuch ſhould come : | t 
The Minor is cleer by viſible experience 1 
that ſuch are come : It 
Therefore the Concluſion cannot be denyy 4 
ed, but that theſe are the Perſons ſpoken et 
by Saint Paul, and their doArine, becauſe thq | 
Apoſtle calls it a doArine of Devils, muſt needſ'C 
be crroneous, and falſe. Y 
Tria antem hic precipue conſideranda ſum a 
(faith Cruciger on this place ) Three thingſt 
are chiefly here to be confidered,Primum firky t 
ſaith he, chat he teſtifieth cleerly , and by N 
name, quod Diabolus &c, that the Devill'iq & 
the Author of Evill opinions and traditions & 
: Secundunl 


( 
\ 
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and Secundum &c Secondly vhat he propheſieth, 
1c that wicked Teachers ſhall — hap- 
ind p<n in the Church, Tertium &c. Thirdly, 
10) faich he, that expreſsly and in ſpecie, and 
[in particular he ſetteth down examples 
nd Of thoſe Traditions, ut agnoſci poſsint quz 
del ſunt impii doGores, & que fint inipie tra- 
Jol ditiones : that it may be known who are theſe 
ml wicked Teachers, and what their wicked 
ard Traditions are, and then the ſame expoſitor 
ont £0es ON. Ttaque (faith he) valde conducit hec 
erd Pauli Prophetia ad confirmandas pias mentes 

1 contra titulum Eccleſie, quem ſibi arrogant 
cd Authores illarum Traditionum, Therefore this 
Propheſy of Paul greatly availcth to confirm 
hal Pious mindes againſt that Titk, or claime of 
the Church , which the Anthors of thoſe 
cel Traditions, arrogate unto themſelves. Thus 
| he. Neither can theſe late Opinionifts : with 
ay] any cavills ſhifc it off themſelves,by anſwering 
 g{thar the Apoſtle in this place meant not them, 
thi but the Papiſts, that hold an opinion againſt 
edj certain meats. For then might the Papiſts, as 
well ſbift icfoff them upon the Manichees, 
4x1 and the Maniches upon the Ca- Euſeb. 1 
ng taphryges and their Author Mon- ,, — 
rf} tazus who firſt ordained abſti- 
by nence from meats, and againſt whom Apol- 
"ig Prins wrote &c, each pretending that the 
ns| Apoſtle ſpeaketh of other ; At Panlw non de 
un D 2 perſonis 
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Perſonts hic agit ſed de reipſa FodocusV iliching 
P21 doth not. treat here of perſons, bur off}, 
the thing it ſelf (viz.of abſtaining from meats; 
offered 8&c, which hein v. 1. calleth a do-|\j 
arine of Devils) Duamobrem (faith the ſameſc 
Author) etiamſi ceatum diverſe Sefte profe-||. 
rautur, que tamen eadem laborent hypocrift ite: 
cibis probibendis, omnes eundem ſuſtinebant rea-|y 
tum. Wherefore although there are an hun-|,, 
dred different Se&s brought forth,which not-,, 
OT Rp Ron withſtanding —_ ng Fon ] 
#5. 77 19. T fame hypocriſy in forbiddin 
__ oY: ; _ meats, oy all hall beare K a 
ſach non chri- ſame guilt ; (that is, of givingh.: 
Sans ſed Hes heed to ſeduceing (pirits and}, 
Teticos. , doCtrines of divels, of (peak|,, 
ing lyes in hypocriſy 8&c. Who therefore that] 
is endacd with eny ſpark of Chriſtianity, or, 
fear of God, will not take ſpeciall heed how, 
he embraceth ſuch pernicious do&rines , asþh, 
will (if we believe the word of God) expoſch 
him and make him lyable to ſo grand a guilt,þ, 
as to be guilty of lying and hypocriſy, becauſe], 
he maintaineth, that which is nor the truth, þ 
as to be guilty of giving heed to ſeducing ſpi- 
rits and do&cines of devills who can thus turn}, 
him out of ſpiricuall worthip, and make him}, 
believe rhat he muſt worſhip God by eating, |, 
or noteating meats, and this leadeth us to 
the ſecond reaſon, The 
: 
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1 The ſecond reaſon why the Texe canno® 
be binding to all Chriſtian Conſciences under 
$Ithe Goſpel to abſtaine from thoſe meats, but 
[that we may lawfilly cate thereo, is : Becayſe 
eIChrifttian Religion doth not 
*confiſt ia ment and drink. What Er/-in prof. 
#\Simpliciry is it tor any to dream porn. _ 
[that tliere can be avy pallution, 1," I 
"for finfaincſs in meats orderly, cap. 65. 7: 
and moderately taken ? What, do. oy ops. 
Khoperation can there be in theſe #cct. 
Zlmcats more then other to make men finfull in 
lating thereof? Is there any ſhew of proba- 
bility that by, or after our eating of theſe 
dFncats Satan ſhould have more power over us 
[or that we ſhould be more prone to any fin, 
atÞr that onr ſoules or affe ions ſhould thereby 
hc more eftranged from Ged, than after our 
Weiting of any other meats whatſoever ? for 
2>Hoth not our Saviour plainly and flatly affirm, 
{ela Not that which goeth into the mouth de- 
ItEth « man. Mat. 15.11, How then is it 


ſe offible, that theſe meats ſhould defile us ? 


h, hall we not give credit to Jeſus Chriſt here- 
"In? #04 refert quo cibo vearis, ſed quo animo 
My faciasfatth Calvin upon this Text. It makes 
Mo matter what meat thou ecateft, but with 
Phat minde thou doſt it, 

Againe how can the eating of ſome meats 
nore than others make men at all iczore holy, 


he D 3 more 


33 __ Al! Meats are Lawfull, 


more zealous, more penitent, more righteous}! 
when the Apoſtle plainly dep 
Tertull.in E- Clareth, That the Kingdome 0 
pf pt God is wot meat and drinke, b 
5n 1 Cor. 8, Yighteouſneſs, and peace , and jo 
in the holy Ghoſt : Rom. 14. 17Þ« 
{o the the ſamme hereof ſtands thus , 
A!l things that defile not may lawfully bp 
eaten : But theſe meats detile not, 
Ergo they may lawfully be eaten. 
Both the Propoſitions are proved not onely 
by the premiſes in this preſent reaſon, but alF 
by the ſeverall Texts of Scripture before 
ted : viz, 1 Cor. 6.12. Rom. 14- 14, 20 
x Cor. 8.8. eſpecially 1 Tim. 4. 4. Every Gre, 
ture of God is good (and if good then it dp 
fileth not) and nothing to be refuſed (thenÞ 
may lawfully be eaten ) there is the majqt! 
proved: and the Minor is as cleerly proved 
Mark. chap. 7. v.15, There is nothing fri 
without a man, that entring into him can ap! 
file bim. How then can theſe meats defileſ 
man ? The concluſion then muft needs fone 
low, that they may lawfully and warantab 
be caten, and thoſe texts in the AAs, mu 
have ſome other ſence and interpretation, | 
Neither (that we may deſcend to a thig(e 
reaſon) can they objec, that itis not any iu 
herefit  finfullneſs, or uncleaneſs in the 
meats, Or in the a& of cating, that cauſeyn 
i 


) 
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aethis their Abſtinence but that it is in obedt- 
deknce to a Command. 
2 of For they well know, that if it be in obedi- 
þjgnce to a command : every perpetuall com- 
;3oFmand in Scripture is grounded upon ſome 
17 foundation viz. upon ſome perpetuall law of 
od, & ff it be in obedience to a Law, or 
; þommand, then to diſobey that Law, or com- 
and, muſt needs be fin, fin being any breach 
f the Law of God: 1 Foh. 3. 4. Now if it be 
\cþ Law of God, itis to be enquired whether 
a!ht be Legall, or Evangelicall ; if Legall, whe- 
herit be Preceptum Fudiciale, morale, or 
2dCeremoniale. 
red. That ir is a Judiciall precept, none will af- 
defirme ; The Judiciall Law conlifting in the 
-nidue adminiſtration of Juſtice, or determina- 
ajqtion of Right, and equity amongſt men or be- 
edtween party, and party, 
504 That icis not a morall precept plainely ap- 
 4Jpearcth by the laſt reaſon viz. becauſe theſe 
lejmeats for any thing in them defile not a man, 
falneither make us better or worſe. 
abl But if we take a ſurvey of the Ceremoniall 
niLaw, we ſhall cleerly finde, that to abſtaine 
{from meats maſt needs be a ceremoniall ob- 
higſcrvation : the ceremoniall Law conſiſting in 
/ ſuch things Heb. 9. 10. 
hd Now none will offer to maintain the Cere- - 
ſepmoniall Law to be perpetuall : how then can 


th D 4 the 
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the abſtinence from meats be a perpetuallj 

command , and how preatly do they errey/ 

who take the ſence of that place as a perpe 
tvall binding precept to all Chriftians unc 

the Goſpell, which to do reviveth the cere , 

moniall Law , which none can deny to bex 

boliſhed by the coming of Jeſas Chriſt, Epheſſ® 

2.15» Col.2. 16, 17, 20, 21,22, 23+. Heb. 9 , 

10, Il, 12. 

The Argument then flands thus, 

All Obſervations of the Ceremoniall Lawf/, 
are aboliſhed by Chriſt , and unlay 
full under the Goſpell, as binding to af, 
Chriſtians : 

But to abſtaine from ſome kindes of meatf' 
more then from other is to obſerye th 
Ceremoniall Law : | 

Ergo Toabftaine from meats &c. is aboliſhed 

and unlawiull., under the Goſpell, as bindſ! 

ing toall Chriſtians, and ſo ought not ti 
continue, as any generall Ordinance in thf 

CO__ Church. , ; 

The major propoſition plainly appeareth' 

by the ow before cited, Fob. 2, 4 . Hal 

ving aboliſhed in his fleſp the enmity , evel\ 
the Law of Commandements contained in Or\« 
| dinances. 

Col. 2, 14 Blotting out the hand-writing 0| ; 

Ordinances that was againit us, which was conl « 

trary to us , and 100k it ont of the way, nailim(« 

? 
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Lualſyr to the Croſs. See verſ; I6, 7, 20, 21; 
IC122, 24. | 


Ly The Minor, or Aſſumption, as well as the 
ere) Major 1s cleer, Heb. 9. v. 10. Which ſtood only 
a 11 meats, and drinks, and diverſe waſhings 
and carnall Ordinances impoſed on them, until! 
the time of reformation * 
'N V. 1. Chriſt being come an high Prieſt of - 
nood things to come, by a greater and more per- 
A 1 Tabernacle , not made with hands, that is to 
ſay not of this building : 
al : 
) af. /- 12- Neither by the blood of Goats, and 
Calves, but by bis own blood he entred in once 
-ar( 2210 the holy place, having obtained eternall re- 
al . | 
h demption for us. 


_ All which conſidered, we may infallibly. 
ied] conclude, That the abſtinence trom meats 
nd muſt of neceſlity be aboliſhed, and taken away - 
- t4by the death of Chriſt, and muſt ceaſe from 
thibeing any generall Ordinance in the Chriſtian 

Church: which indeed to put all out of doube 
ethihe Apoſtle Saint Paul flatly concludeth for 
1,1 8s, reproving ſuch as fondly go about to pra- 
veg iſe , or maintain any ſuch unwarrantable 
x1 Opinion. 

Col. 2. 16, Let no man therefore Fudge you 

g 0] 1n meat or indrink,, or in reſped of any holy 

om day , or of the new moon, or of the Sabbath 
im-dayes, 

V. 17, 
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IV.17. which are the ſhadow of things to come 
but the body is of Chriſt, 

V, 20. Wherefore if ye be dead with Chriſt 
from the rudiments of the World, why, as though 
living in the World, are ye ſubjeft unto Ordis 
HAHCES 3 

I. 21. (Touch uot, taſt uot handle not. 

V. 22. Which all are to periſh with th 
uſing} after the commandements and dogrines 
of men. 

J V. 23. Which things have indeed a ſhew of 
WWiſedome in Will-worſhip, and humility, aud 
negleting of the body, nat in any hoxour :9 the 
ſatisfying of the fleſh. 

What can be more plaine? The Apoſtle in| 
timating that ſuch are not dead with Chriſt 
from the rudiments of the world, or ſeck not] 
Juſtification by the death of Chriſt, bur by 
the ceremonies of the Law, which goe about]; 
to continue theſe ceremoniall obſer vations 
under the Goſpel : as if they could rende 
them ever the more righteous , Chrijtiand 
Fuſtitia (Gith Melancthon on that 20. verſe 
requirit mortificat.onem carnis, humane tradi 


tiones non mortificant : Chriſtian righteouſneſy| 
requireth mortification of the fleſh 3 humand 
traditions do not mortifie. Nec vivificant ce 
remonia legalis (faith Marlorat) ergo non ſunt 
_— ad fuStificationem: Neither dc 
Ega 


ceremonies make us alive ; therefore 
| they 
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megthey are not ueceffary to Juſtification, Admi- 
ratur ergo ( faith Eraſm. Sarcerius ) eorum 
rift Stultitiam, qui pojtquam gratis Fuſtificars 
ughpoſſunt, imo Fuſtificati ſunt querunt per opera 
disllegis, & humanas traditiones juſtificari. Head- 
mireth the folly of them, who, after the 
may be freely juſtified, yea have been juſtified, 
tha4do ſeek by the works of the Law, and humane 
Rs traditions to be juſtified. 
Yea, ſeeing the Apoſtle in v. 23, calleth 
P Off theſe ceremoniall obſervations of meats &c., 
742 flatly £xnebenorxciey I ill-worſhip : quum quiſ= 
the] que ultro ſibi religionem fingit, quam ſequatue 
bs Bullinger hath it) when every man of his 
in-|own accord forgeth a religion to himlſelfe, 
rift] which he may follow ; who, that hath under- 
nol] ſtanding, will by maintaining an abſtinence 
by from theſe meats, offer to revive , and ſet up 
out] a new the ceremoniall law, Snperſtition or 
on Will-worſhip as a ſtanding Ordi- : 
der] nance among Chriftians under the Era/m- in 
244 Goſpell ? If it be alledged, that it — $4 
ſe } is an Evangdlicall precept, how it 7 Oo 
4i1 js an Evangelicall precept will com hereafter 
elf to be conſidered. | 
and Thus I hope we ſee it ſufficiently manifeſt, 
ce how much not onely, ſeverall Texts of Scrip- 
4M ture , but alſo ſeverall reaſons deduced from 
dd the ſame ſpeak for the lawfullneſs of, and a- 
ore! gainſt any ceremoniall, or ſuperſtitious ab- 
cy ſtineace 
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Kinence from any meats whatſoever under the 
Goſpel, and what irreconcileable oppofitic 
there is betwixt thoſe Scriptures, and thar inf 
Af. 15. in the ſence pretended. And there 
fore (ceing that ſome thing clſe muſt of necef 
ſity be the ſence of that place ; ic is in the nextf 
place to be enquired, what other ſenſes may} 
be raiſed from the ſame, or expoſitions by 
help of the Word of God may be made 
thereof. | 


CHAP. IV. 


A more profitable interpretation of the Text 
in hand, than that of theſe Opinioniſts al- 
though unſound ; that it may the better ap- 
peare, how eaſie it is to maintain errour. | 


TOw ſeeing there is free liberty granted 
N to Chriſtians under the Goſpel to car of 
al kinds of meats whatſoever,without ſcruple, 
Or exceptions at any thing in the meats them- 
ſelves by ſo many (cverall Scriprurcs, borh af- 
ſerting the lawfullneſs, and commanding the 
praQice thereof, whereby it is (o evidently 
apparent thar there is ſuch an utter miſtake 
of that portion of Scripture , that theſe Opi- 

nioniſts ſence and expoſition thereof is cleerſly 
overthrown , & that the true ſence and inter- 
pretation 


—Qu  w—=—_ iv 
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hdrctation thereof is farre otherwiſe, than they 

 whould have it : It remaines theretore to di- 

- infover and lay open, what the true and ge- 

re4uine ſence , meaning and interpretation of 

ef Jhat place, and the drifc and Intention of the 

-zeApoſtles ts in that Command, or in thoſe 

ayfords in Aﬀ. Ad. 15, ch. 

byl, /- 20+ But that we write unjs them, that 

deflbey abRaine from pollutions of Idols, and from 
maication, aud from things ſtrangled , and 
om blood, 

—| V. 28. For it ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoff, 
ud to us, to lay uþi4 you 10 greater burthen, 
ban theſe neceſſary things : 

el 29 That ye abſtain from meats offered to 

ry dols, and ſrom blood, and from things ftrang- 


m d; from which if ye keep your ſelves ye ſhall do 
"ell. 


* | And that I may give ſomewhat the more 
ed! fatisfaRion in treating of the ſence hereof, 
Fad may, it it may be, taken off the edge of 
Je, [£15 tO itching dehres after novekies trom 
"bo ccedulous, and inconſiderate compliance 
C ich erroneous DoQtrines , I ſhall firſt try, 
þ * Fhat ſence or mifinterpretation may be raiſed 
«ly (1d ſtrained from the place, which may car . 
Fe with it ſome ſhew or probabilicy of trath, 
* lod prove unſound ; and afterwards (hall by 
Fo livine aſsiftance , I hope no leſs ſatisfa&orily 

han evidently ſhew forth , and dcchre, what 


Was 


ON 
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was the main drift, and true intention of t| : 
Apoflles in that Prohibition. . 

Firſt therefore if we were of the numb 
of thoſe , who without ſerious or ſol 
weighing of the truth, will adhere to ar 
thing to maintaine a Cavill, yea will rath{ 
renounce the generall praice of the Churcif 
oppoſe the Analogie of faith , reje& plai 
Scripture conſequence , than ſubmit to tru 
if diſſentaneous to their own whimmes, pr: 
judicate opinion, and foreſtalled judgement 
ifl ſay, we were thus minded to Cavil, wþ 
might ſay that in regard fornication is in th; 
Text inſerted among the reſt, which Rand; 
in oppoſition to a moral vertue chaſtity,theri 
fore blood in that place might be taken f 
bloodſhed, as it is elſewhere, Numb. 35. 

IV. 33. So ye ſhall not pollute the land, wherſhi 
in ye are: for blond it defileth the La 
as the Land cannot be cleanſed of the blo 
that is ſhed therein, but by the blood of him, th 
ſhed it. &c 
Iſai. 1.15, Your hands are full of bloofſhhi 
ſo alſo Pſal. 9. 12. 

Mat. 27. 24. Rev. 6.10. and many othe 
places, and ſome have ſeemed to take thi: 
word blood here in this ſence. 

And for things ftrangled ſeeing the word $dir' 
God preſcribeth ſeverall rules in outwardunt 
things for decency , health, commerce card{ma 

age 6 
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oc &ec. in his peoples outward converſation, 
$appeares Dent. 22, through out; viz, to 
Snftance in one, or two of the particulars 
Sherein v. 11. Thou ſhalt not weare a garment 
ff diverſe ſorts as of Woollen and Linnen tos- 
rether. 
| 1, 12. thou ſhalt make thee frarges upon the 
I our quarters of thy veſture, wherewith thou co 
| reſt thy ſelfe ec, 
S And as for healths ſake Panl adviſeth Timo 
Shy x Zim. J.23. To drink no longer water, 
ut ſe a litle wine for thy ſtomachs ſake, and 
Whine often Infirmities : As Timothy, Ifay, was 
Sn that place for his healths ſake prohibi- 
cd to drink water : Even ſo we might ſay, 
That thoſe Chriſtians at Antioch, were in this 
ff the As for decency , or healths ſake pro- 
ibited to eat things ſtrangled , that is, ſuch 
tings as were of themſelves, or by caſualty 
Mrangled, as by hanging in hedges or the like, 
Mchoaking or drowning in ditches, pits, rivers, 
&c. bur that they ſhould abſtaine from ſuch 
things as undecent and abominable meats, and 
nwholſome dirt ; and this not unlike to that 
dcommand Lev. 17. 15. And every ſoul that 
Weateth, that which dicd of it ſelfe, or that which 
was torne with beaſts &c. or according to thoſe 
direXions, or Commands given by the Lord 
unto his people the Jewes Lev, 11. where we 
may read at large throughout the chapt. how 
the 
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the Lord commandeth, or dire&eth his pt 
ple, what particular creatures might, au 
what might not be eaten by them wheth 
beaſts, birds, fowls or creeping things. e 
Now if things ſtrangled be taken in thife, 
ſence, I hope we erre not, neither can ad 
Juſtly charge ns with the ſame : For as wþ 
eate not ſuch kindes of creatures as dogg 
Foxes, Wolves, Beares, Horſes, kites, crow 
or the like : foare we carcfull to abſtain 
from eating all ſuch things , as die of then 
ſelves by ſtrangling, or any other caſualtie, ap 
together nanſcating, and abhorring all ſuch» 
meats tanguam cadavera, or deteftable C; 
kaſſes,or Carrion,unwholſome or abominabÞ | 
to be eaten : ſo that in this ſence we erre nan 
but are carcfull to obſerve the Apoſtles dirdy; 
&ions, or commands in that place : when thiy 
Haimapeſthytes nicely wonld prove ridicah; 
lous. Jin 
And indeed if we ſhould take the Text ij 
this ſence, we might put them hard to it; fer 
we were minded to infift upon Cavills; Nake: 
there were farre more probability that Ky 
Apoſtles command to abftain from bloody 
and from things ſtrangled might be meant dn 
abſtaining from blood ſhed, and from creqma 
tures that die by caſualty viz. by hanginfint 
drowning 8c. becauſe to this ſence there is nhea 
other Text in Scripture contradi&eth , beingng 
| expounde 
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eJexpounded in a right ſence, therefore ſay the 
Apoſtles expreſsions in that «place may farre 

ore probably be ſo meant, & intended, then 
that they ſhould thereby intend abſolutely 
thiko review and ſet up againe the Ceremoniall 
Law, as a ſtanding ordinance in the Chriftian 
SChurch, which they well know, was by 
29Chrift aboliſhed (as is before proved) and 
rgthere being ſo many Texts of Scripture di- 
igrealy oppoſing that ſence , and afhirming 
that all mears in point of conſcience or reli- 
gion may lawfully be caten. = 
14+ Yet notwithſtanding we adhere not to this 
alfſence, as the true meaning or intention of the 
Apoſtles in chat place : onefy we have thus 
19Enuch inſiſted hereupon , as a Caution by the. 
reway to ſhew how ealie a matter it is to wreſt 
&r pervert Scripture, yea tofinde out Texts, 
cifhat 'may to unſound Judgements, and cavil- 
ling Spirits ſeem to favour errour ; and how . 
tfficult it is, when Satan doth infuſe con= 
entious ſpirits into men for truth to prevaile - 
eainſt them,but that through Satans affiſting 
Wubtilty they may,and through the Corrupti- 
&n &perverſenes of their own nature they will 
- Ffinde out ſomething to ſay againſt it: and no 
eqnarvell ſeeing Satan can transforme himſelfe 
infinto an Angel of Light 2 Cor. 11. 13, 14, 15. 
;nFea can himſelfe cite Scripture alſo to uphold 
infid (if poſsible.) make good his diabolicall 
det E devices, 


J 
11 


= 
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and helliſh Stratagems withall, By all there; 
fore which hath here been ſaid, we may evid} 
dently ſee, how eafic a matter tis for Schify, 
maticall Spirits to ſtirre up ftrife, to makg? 
Schiſme in Religion : to breed difturbancgf 
and make rents in the Church by wreſting, 
Scripture and endeavouring to maintain|y 
errour and that with very fpecious pretenceyh 
and ſhewes of reall Trnth, yea to back thqq 
fame with Scriptures which to nnſoundſ, 


| 


Judgements ſeem to look that way, if noty 
deliberately, and maturely weighed,and rightyy 
ly underftood , whereby even good Judgeyp 
ments may be puzled , and weak Chriſtian 
be deluded; yea —_— that if it were poſlts 
= ſuch falſe Teachers ſhall deceive the very 
Ele&. - 
As we have inſtanced in this very particu 
lar laſt mentioned viz. what expoſition we 
might make of this Text in hand, although 
in my judgement not very found , and ye 
more likely than that of theirs , and what ſpe 
cious ſhews might be made and Scripture alſc 
produced to maintain the fame althoug 
erroneous ; wherby with Cavills we might 
puzle others to anſwer, and convince the ] 


ſame' a ſufficient Caveat to informe us that 
every {ceming probability is not abſolute ve- 
rity, nor every raſh inconſiderate received 
notion a true or folid expolition, Omne quod 

rutilat 
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red Fitilat 108 eft aurum. Every ſhaddow is no 
vid true ſabſtance. Much may be ſaid in defence 
if of Errour,and Cavils raifed againſt the cleereft 
aTrcuth. But this it is to ſuffer fancy to over- 
aſway judgment to fix upon a bare opinioz with 
WWout ſolid reaſon, to peruſe erroneous Authors, 
unwho will not want the ſpecious baits of falſe- 
Cchood , wherewith to catch us, before we un- 
hqderftand the trath. The true ſence and mean= 
ling of the place in hand and the intention of 
the Apoſtles in the ſame, being far otherwiſe, 
itthan cither here in the Chapter, or by the ab- 
ZAfainers from meats is pretended : as will anon 
IN] hope to the meaneſt capacity evidently ap- 


pears. 


—_—— 


u 
oh CHAP. V. 


"1 Containeth certain brief cautions neceſſary to 
Gd be obſerved for the right underanding of 

Scripture, and for prevention of erroneous 
on dofrines and opinions. 


Bu that mens Jndgements may not be 
thus deluded and mified into the by- 
-jpaths of miſtakes , and involved in the per- 
-gplexing Meanders of various errours: I (hall in | 
1x|\hc next place according to my promiſe in the \ 
Pr OCImcs 


J 
at 
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Proem,deliver ſome few cautions very briefly 
as much conduceing to the right underfiand 
ing of the Scripture , and which indeed ought, 
amonſt all men , eſpecialy among ſuch as will 
intermeddle with exponnding the word off 
God, or diſcuſſing points of Divinity carefully 
to be obſerved. 
The firſt caution to be obſerved is; Tha 
we do not caſily reje& that which both be 
fore the times of Popery, and fince the Refor 
mation, hath been the conſtant praiſe of 
the Church, held forth by Godly, Learned. 
Orthodox &Judicious Divines in all Ages, fot, 
It 1s very improbable that all ſuch men ſo emiq 
nent for Piety, Learning, Induſtry and Judg4 
ment, yea that the whole Catholick Churc 
ever ſince the Apoſtles times, notwithſtanding] 
all their knowledge, ſtudy and diligence, not 
withſtanding all that portion of Gods ſpirit, 
which doth doubtlefſe in ſome meaſare ac4;. 
company and aſsift his people, yet ſhould for 
all this hitherto utterly, and altogether miſg 
of thoſe truths, which now by ſome few par 
ticular overhaſty, inconfiderate, illitcratg, 
Judegments could only be found out,and eſpe 
cially ſceing 1upon ſuch Satan can moſt cafily 
work, and prevaile, not onely by miſleading 
them into errrour, but alſo by ftirring up inj 
them a ſpirit of oppoſition and perverſenelh.. 
wy and 


[ 
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4nd by foifting into their minds various ſhifts, 

id Cavills, under ſpecious ſhews of truth to 
jpiſturb the Church, puzzle mens Judgementg 
: yea tO deceive if it were poſſible the very Elef. 
n& nd no marvell that it ſhould be (6, and that 
Fuch ſhould ſo much erre , ſeeing the Apoſtle 
it, Peter affirmeth , That they that are 
"Pnlearned and unftable wreſt the Scriptures 


” into their own deftrution 2 Peter ch, 3. 


\I6. 
| 2. When any new Notion, or Novel Opi- 
ſion firſt ftarteth up into = mans braine, 
which ſcemeth to take its foundation from any 
ortion of Scripture, let him before he fixeth 
pon any conclufion be fure to peruſe, and 
Fhroughly to weigh the opinion and Judge- 
\rent of learned and orthodox Expoſitors not 
:pnely upon that portion of Scripture, but alſo 
h pon all other Scriptures , that any way con- 
-zocine the ſame point, or Subje&,about which 
:#e maketh inquifition. For fince Prophely, 
FRevelation, and thoſe extraordinary gifts of 
Fc Spirit hav long agoe ceaſed, as the Apo- 
Ec Paul forctold they ſhould 1 Cor. 13. 8. 
It is not for any man out of his own muddy 
"Fraine preſently to raiſe concluſions from any 
11 ext; and to poſſeſs people , that it is not by 
.cumane learning, but that he hath it by In- 
aſpiration ; which is but meerly Satans deluli- 
E 3. ""2_- 
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on ; all men well knowivg, and ſeeing th: 
here is neither Revelation, Miracle, nor a 
other extraordinary piſt of the Spirit to co 
firme their doArine ; bat that what they fay 
if ic be ſo much , is bur at the nttermoſt fron 
humane learning or rather from ſome hu 
mane Notions (to ſay no worſe) that man 
times without due deliberaticn flip into men 
mindes , and thence are broached for ſound 
doarines; And thus have all errours. an 
herefies ſprung up, that hitherto have com 
forth into the World. But to prevent all this 
It is not for us of ourſelves or from the work 
of unſtable and unlearned writers to broad| 
Our own or any new opinions, but that « 
firſt coſult with the workes of ſuch ſolid Djj 
wines in cach point, that we take in hand 
as have made it the buſineſs, of their who 
lives by carneſt prayer and diligenc ſearching 
into the whole word of God, to find out th 
truth, and by their conſtant and continual 
lucubrarions, and by thoſe abiliries in ſearc 
. Ing and knowledge which ahe Lord ha 
vouchſafed unto them medullitus exofſarun 
have Anatomized and cleerly laid open 
each text of Scripture, and point of do&ri 
in the proper parts and genuine ſence ther 
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3. Thethird caution to prevent errouſ 
and miſundeftanding of Scripture is , to weig 
| ſex] 


4 W— ” | - = - D— > a4 _ 


arm — 


All Meats are Lawfull. T- 


thadſcriouſly all points and Tenents in queſtion 
anyand before we raiſe concluſrons, or ax our 
-ond Judgement upon any (ence , which is 


ſay] difſentaneous to the Judgements of the - 


ron Church, throughly to underftand the point 
hud or ſubje& in hand , in its nature and deſiniti= 
zany ON , or at leaſt Deſcription, In its cauſes efit- 
nen{ cient , materiall, formall, finall, in its ſeveral} 
und Diſtin&ions, as the marer ſhall require, and 
ang in the ſeyerall Grounds and Arguments for 
omg the ſame. For how can they chooſe bur incurr 
hig Miſtakes that know not what they plead about? 


arg and how ſhould they chooſe but be deluded, 


ac} that liſten to exrour before they underſtand 
mithe Truth ? 


Dil 4- To prevent Errour be ſure to: comparg, | 


ind Scripture with Scripture , and not to take up 
ol} with one or ſome few Texts, that ſeem moff 


inþto favour the cauſe, but that all texts or pla- | 


th} ces throughout the word as well Pro as Cox 
ua} be throughly weighed , and compared toge- 
ch ther, before any Couclufion at all be raiſed. 


a} Which one thing, If the embracer of this cpi- | 
a non had onely obſeryed about the matter in 


x hand, they would not doubtleſs have fo raſh- 


in} ly mifinterpreted thoſe Texts in AG. 15. | 


rd 20 29. 


5. Men may yet be deluded , and miſled | 


14 Into errour if they weigh not well, and 
of tarovghly underſtand , what deduRions are 
E 4 or 


en 
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or may be drawn from Scripture by goodff 
conſequence touching any point in debate, 
before they embrace any opinion , or ſufferſh 
their judgements to ſettle in the ſame : Goodſp! 
conſequence much helping , and conduceingþa 


- to the cleering of a cauſe , when the letter ci«ſpi 


ther is not cleer, or ſcemeth to look anotherſh 
way: And it being an apparent chara@erþr 
of no leſs ſtupidity than perverſeneſs to {lip in-fh 
to crrour for want of due premeditatipn, how 
much conſequences deduced from the Word 
of God do, or may make againſt the ſame, 
and afterwards to be enforced to find out] 
ſhifts and cavills to uphold that errour, be- 
cauſe we will not yeild unto the truth. 

6. It mainly concerneth every man, that] 
would not err in judgement,that by the helps 
aforeſaid , or the like, he find out, and well 
underſtand the drift and intention of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the very thing it ſelfe, about which 
he enquireth , or what the Prophet, Apoe 
tle &c. from the ſame chiefly. aimeth at 
touching any matter, or Text in controverſy! 
whatſoever (which hath rcſpe&t to the ſubor-l 
dinate fnall cauſe) that he may be well fatis- 
fied , that the matter in queſtion derogate noth 
from, bat fully accord with, and be conſens 
taneous to the Analogy of faith. | 

And thus farr for theſe not altogether un- 
neceflary cautions, which I have onely obiter 

| | A 
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50 breviter toucht upon , before I proceeded 
eto the ſequell or remainder of this diſcourſe, 
erjhat as I have by the obſervation thereof, be- 
)d pre ſhewed the lawfullneſs of theſe meats In 
hand, or any other meats whatſoever for any 
i-fpirituall defilement in the ſame : ſoI1 mayin 
erfhat which followeth , by the like obſervari- 
crþo of theſe Rules or Cautions cleerly ſet forth 
ri-ghe main ſcope of the place in hand, and the 
whruc intention of the Apoſtles, or the Holy 
rdÞhoſt by them in the ſame, 


"e- CHAP. VI. 


at] Proceedeth to diſcover the true ſence and 
pe meaning of the text in hand,by ſhewing the 
ell main intention of the Apoſtles in the f on 
yl viz. that it 3s onely a condeſcention in theſe 
ch] indifferent things to thoſe Chriſtians 
Oe weakneſs. 


ſy}, T Ow by divine afliftance I ſhall proceed: 
| and asI have before ſhewed, what is not 
8-the tre ſence of the Text in hand, by com- 
Ot parcing it with other portions of Scripture, 
N* contradiQing that ſence , which therfore can- 

ot be as our Opponents pretend , as appear- 
n-{th clecrly, by what hath been before deli- 
er cred ſo now I (hall next endeavour to fer 
& fs > torth 
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forth and declare wha: is the ſence, and tn 


meaning of the place, and this chiefly hþ 
ſearching out the main drift , and intentig 
of the Apoſtles touching that dire&ion, ( 
command to abſtain from meats offered if 
Idols, things ſtrangled and blood. 
As the main end of the word of Gad, anf 
of each part thereofin reference to men is 
the good and benefit of mankind in gener 
in teaching and dire&ing ithem in the way 
of God whatſoever things were written aforq 
time being written for our learning R om. 18, 
4. ſo every particular inftru&ion to any pa 
ticular perſon, Congregation or Nation 
forth and delivered by the Prophets, Ap 
files, and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt was for tl 
good of thoſe people, or perions to whap 
It was delivered , and for the building of th 
up in their moſt holy faith; but miniftred aij: 
diſpenſed, and their do@rine prepared, an 
fitted according as they were found capall 
of the fame. And therefore the Apoſtle fait 
to the Corinthians 1 Cor. 3, 2. T haue fed wif 
with milk, and not with meat , for hitherto y 
have not bee able to bear it , neither yet now a 
ye able v. 3, for ye are yet carnall &c.. the þ, 
poſtle drawing them by degrees from tha, 
finfull wayes , as he found their capacity, ar 
abiliry fitted to reccive and bear his inftrud, 
Ons, 
| | 


Thy 
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in Thus alſo doth the Apoſile deale with the 
/ WMebrews ch. 5. v. 12. For when for the time 
Te ought to be teachers , ye have need, that one 
; Feach you -againe , which be the firſt principles - 
bf the Oracles of God , and are become ſich, as 

hve need of milk,and not of ſirong mear. 

2 Of V. 13: for every one that uſeth milke, is uns 
p $hilfull 1n the word of Righteouſneſs : for he is a 
Þabe. 
7a) 


el Ve14.But ftrong meat belongeth to themthat aye 


2 bf fnll age , even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe have 


their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcerne good and evill, 
{| Here we ſce that as there were. weak chri- 
\ Wians or Babes in knowkdge and firong Chri- 
I Yians, or of full Age, who were able to diſ- 
1, .Kerne Detwixt good and evil: fo there was 
h Jak and ftrong meat diſcreetly adminiſtred 
1 ,{£9 ach accordingly, | 

a And ſuch weak Chriſtians or Babes in 


ar | 
pal 
ſait 
;! 


the A 


& ' All Meats ave Lawfull, 
ſome rites of the cerenioniall Law, being b 
things of indifferency , as the abſtinence fro 
things ftrangled and blood, to pleaſe the 
in ſome meaſure like children in their fond dþ 
fires, till they could by degrees weane thay: 
from the ſame, and the better fit them i 
ſtronger meat by ſetring them in more kno 
ledge of their Chriſtian liberty. | 
Yea thus it is very remarkable to obſery 
how the Apoſtles in this manner applyed, an 
fitted themſelves , and their doArine, or lit, 
ſtruQtions to the ſeverall rempers, capacitif 
and conſtitutions of thoſe ſeverall perſons, q 
people to whom they ſpake , or wrote , anf: 
therefore Saint Paul faith 1 Cor. 15. ch. 
V. 19, For though 1 be free from all men, 
have I made myſelf ſervant unto allthat I mighh 
gaine the more. L 
. V. 20, And unto the Fewes I became as | 
Few, that I might gaine the Fews: to them thay 
are nnder the Law, As under the Law, that 
might gaine them that are under Lay, | 
V,21. To them, that are without Law, & 
without Law (being not without Law to God 
but under the Law to Chriſt, ) that I might gai 
them that are without Law. 
WV. 22, To the weake became I gs weake, thah 
IT might gaine the weake : I am made all thing 
| gzoall men, that I might by all meanes ſaug 
ſome. | 


Now 
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[Now how the Apoſtle was made all things 
> Jill tnen , that he might by all meanes fave 
he ic, appeareth, in that he applyed and con- 
Fmed himſclf to all ſorts of people in things 
ha Indifferency, changing himſelf therein ac- 
—Arding to the ſociety, that he came amongſt. 
Ima fieri eſt ſe in omnes formas mutare (ſaith 
vin) prout res poſtulaverit, aut diverſas per= 
us pro hominum veritate induere, and there- 
Fc did the Apoſtle condeſcend to ſuch in 
We of their praQtiſes , from which notwith- 
In pding he knew himſclf free. Accommoda= 
Wife corum Ceremoniis ad tempus : ſed corans 
* ty, & quoad conſcienti am manebat ibi ſalva, 
"integra ſus libertas 3 (ſaith Peter Martyr) 
ing this liberty in things wherein he knew 
Nie was neither good nor evill, as a holy 
5% icy that he might the more infinuate him= 
finto them , by agrecing with them, and 
4 Indeſcending unto them in ſome things of 
thi ifferency that he might by degrces, and 
aFh vlcaſcing them in ſome triviall matters,the 
ttter work upon them, and prevaile with 
» Amin matters of high concernment for the 
'0ation of their ſoules and thus he giveth 
alteAions to the Corinthians to behave 
mſclves and teftifierh it to be his own pra- 

ha e2 I Cor. 10. ch. 
MTV. 13. Give none offence neither to the Fews 
ar to the Gentiles nor to the Church of God. 


Fe. 33» 


'O 


2 nth bn.6 


Parl with all ſorts as is before ſaid : with tif 
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V.33, Even as I pleaſe all men in all thinf 
not ſeeking mine owe profit, but the profit of 
ny, that they may be ſaved. . 
Sed certo certius eſt Paulum de rehus «af 
ers (ſaith P. Martyr & per ſe licitis loqui, 
guibus ſe hominibus accomodare voluit, as Mi 
lorat expreſſeth it. And this leaſt if he ſhc 
have contradi&ed them in all things, inſte 
of winning them he ſhonld become an occ: 
on of ſtumbling , and offence unto thef 
which in the place laſt cited, andelſewht 
he forBiddeth, yea he might have diſcouragy 
them and leſs prevailed with them in his 
defigne of their converſion, and falvatic 
eſpecially ſeeing Chriſtians at their firſt cd 
verſion were but weake in faith , and kno 
ledge, it was neceſſary to comply in ſome me 
fire with them, the betrer ro firenghthf 
them , encourage them, and to winn them ff 
degrees to embrace his do&rine. 
And thus did the Apoſtles deale with t! 
Chriſtians at Antioch, by condeſcending 
them in ſome things dire&ly as the Apof 
Paul carryed himſelfe to all forts of peopl 
for as they carryed themſelves towards the 
Jewiſh Teachers at Antioch and Feruſale 
and Gentile hearers at Antioch; fo dealt 


Jews hc became as a Jew, that he might galſ 
the Jews : with the weake, as weake , to gal 
2. ” 
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1: weak; yea with them that were under the 
if 9.as under the Jaw,that he might gain them 
ht were under the Law, That is in regard it 
Hs a matter of difficultie on the ſudden to 
,; $a ſuch from the obſervation of the Cere- 
pe niall Law, that had been fo long under the 
hoe Law, ſuch as were thoſe teachers of cir- 
\{tpciſion, & of the Law of Moſes in this chap. 
ccaldfF- 15+ yea the Apoſtles well knowing, 
1 Mt if he ſhould endeavouron the fudden to 
1 & thoſe off the Law,that had ever been trai- 
4 up under the Law , he might be an occa» 
—% of ſtumbling , and of offence unto them, 
.: 4might hazzard their Converſion and fru= 
ate his defigne and all his endeayours, in 
ard they being alwaics inftra&ed aud edu= 
d under the Law, and therefore at at 
Þ+ weak in faith, and weak in knowledge of 
Goſpel, and not yet well underſtanding 
ir Chriſtian liberty viz, that they were by 
iſt freed from the Ceremonies of the law, 
no $ bad fill ſome hankering after thoſe things, 
G ereunto they had been ſo long inured?, 
r bg hardly perſwaded therefore, but thar 
—« jy were under the Law ftill: therefore Saint: 
-lef#! the better to work them off, rakes on 
le © £0 be gnder the Law too, condeſcending 
> off© that thciv weakneſs, and tolerating ſome 
liferent , of triviall things amongſt them, 
© ge could by degrecs {6tle them in more 
S | | KiOW- 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


like to what is here before declared, and ty 


| (iltation,had a diſputation aboat this — 
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knowledge of their liberty, and freedomef} 
from the ſame as will more anon appeare |: 

And this dire&ly was the condition of thakeÞ 
Chriſtians at Antioch, and ſome in Judea, and 
at Jeruſalem , and the Apoſtles Inſtruction 
or condeſcention to them 'was dire@aly the 


what Saint Paul did to others alfo iri the lik 
caſe as will anon appeare. ' 
Asfor theſe Chriſtians, they being lately 
converted to Chriſtianity, but being ſo weak 
and unſetled in knowledge, and ſo ignorant of F 
their chriſtian liberty, that they Imagine 
that they ovght to be circamcifed after thi F 
Law of Moſes; ſorne teaching the fame v. 1; Þ 
and others at Jeruſalem alſo riſcing up , and Þ 
Gying , that it was ncedfull to circumcifſt'F 
them, and to command them to keep the law 
of Moſes v.53. inſo much that it occafioned'Þ 
ereat difſention , and diſputation among theni 
at Antioch,v.2. and at Jeruſalem v.7. & there«Þ 
fore it was very requiſite , that ſome courſe Þ 
ſhould be taken, and ſome Medium uſed t0'Þ 
compolſe and determine the difference, and to 
reconcile the Churches. _ 
Now we find that the Apoſtles after con'$ 


a 
. 
3 


although they endeavoured to take them off } 
theCeremoniall Law,and off Circumcifion bes | 
ing oue part thereof,after which ſoinc of theſt'Þ 
late Þ 
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htc Converts had a bankering minde, as aps» © 
ks mrcth v. 5: yet becaulſe they would” not too © 
auch. croſs them in their way Cong ng they. 
ere believers)whereby they-might have been 
Corey of offence;' ber f tumbling ' unto 
Is { betliren ; which S, Paul utterly: 
; os d 1th Rvin, T4.%c.as weſhall heare arion, 
rather as'defirecons to gaine upon'them by 
ces, , and by degrees'to build them upin 
| faich; and: knowledge -of the Truth,and to . 
eferve "Chriſtian concord | amotig/ | them; | 
J' th peak tHey 'wauld -\not* at - the" firſt 
"wholly debarre then, and utterly exelude - 
| from: all pn mer ge of the *cere- 
" woniall Law: but thought ir ood rather (ac- 
- cording ro'P ax direQions eHfwhere, as here- 
ſer will appeare) in ſoine' indifferent things 
to condeſcend unto them, and:to ſend them 
1x \the r inftru&ions to that purpoſe : and there- 
thre according tothe Apoſtle Fames his mo» 
; 6 1 v. 20, Pop with 5 Jon conſent re ſolve. :22. 
and accordingly declare v.28. It ſeented good 
; She Holy Ghoſt aud to us =-- v. 29 That yee 
ftaine Sr; fo'that this'A&ion of the Apo- 
I | ns, not any univerſall binding pee | 
4 Wall Chriſtians under the Goſpell to! be' u 
4 *rfally obſcrved forever, but onely a-con- 
 Gſecntion-pro tewpore to thoſe weake Chri- 
. | fans, leaft cating thoſe meats againſt thar 
3 # ſcience , their _— thereby ould 
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4 1 cafon { oenteridrngces dire&ly 
a ewus har cheſe\Gemiles a6 ad Faitzos Gould 
| /eney 'andpught ta abflaiic-from 
(| theſe meas if che/Apofilis/had fald-noching in 
| chirglace, nov at n.any-xhmmand or 
# adyice here ro:abftairie rom theffame, ' 
- Fore Ghoiſtians'2that. were wieake in faith, 


: hes Ductledgoanaſiy that their weakneſs 

43 dbarecd in other: frbm: cating any 
| « -ahj & zvehereat. wb RR or were offen- 

FF ded [caft cating again ng aj 


” \eeulCience. thereby od be defi dy: and ſo 
M33 t finne bytunadviſed cating, 
1 : md erm Co at, wen" _ fuch 
eak'C ns? 0 they ought not to 
of thicir: dine; ) leaſt they 
| Kent defile their oonfrience, and fin thereby: 
ow-for che-proot 1ofthe Major- propo 
al gon tharwicak Chriftians:in Faich arid-knows 
Joie: wer in other — _— and 
there» 
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therefore oug ht not to cat againſt their con | 

. Ccience, leaſt; thioy firjthereby, i is evident = : 
Rome. 14- ch. v, 20. For meats deftroy not thy | 
work: + All dbitegs indeed are pores'but nf 
s evillfor that man; who eateth with offence. \| iÞ 
Hereiwve fee thar ſuch weak Chriſtians a Þ 

are mentioned in the:x;\and 2. verſes; 1 ws. vi , 
deftroyed by fours and thereforc SEE "Y þ 


not to cat: as» alſo-iweſce a 5 x 


onely tharall things are org. 
fout ry IG ahoonry are Je, | 
may {in thereby: 97 
penctetar-by 'It:c4s-cvill for: rg s * 
whotatcth with offence; Whence't is evided t T 
in what:reſpe&, or for what reaſon: mears an} 
at all forbidtlen under the Goſpellto:the'p i | 
rnitive Chriftians viz, inreſpc&. of or by rea 
Gn of the weakneſs of theteater , leaſt he tin by yy y 
catlng againft his conſcience, not. for anyimÞ 
rity-in-the meats catan, which to. 04 pin «| ; 
wercgreat fi v7 
' Again v.. 22. All be that tonbte th is: cl 1 
ed zf be ent; _— be. eateth not of Fouts} 
whatſoever:is not of faith. is ſin: | |. 3 1 
Here it a ko evidently; that ic/ FR 
weakneſs of faith chat; debarreth -men from il 
cating _ (this 'afſeveratian-implying'!a' fre 
ohibizion) and that.it /is-the mi(donbe. < 
ining in that,whercin othorwic there isno fi 
that GENRES a-man to fn8&danger | becauſe he 
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Ila notof Faith is fin. Asmuch avto lay? 
| men have burſo'much faith: ad/to bltevs 
"I that there'is na' impurity in! tho meats, no 
*I finnc in cating, they fin not thereby, | buema oy 
Nl). - KECLY CAt z but if their faich be ſo abby 
"Tj 1's 0 = there its fin in'cath 2, wherein Oe 
FF there-.is none, then t - by cactig "and 
dhe theveſort $5. -» dra 
+; Ia | Agaith {lnok opcadle” 1 Cor. $.ch.v. 7. 
*J Howbeit there is not "in" every man thitt 'know- 
TY hedge , for ſome with ooniſcience of the Taok* unto 
WP bi hourt cat it a} a thing offered und a1: Idol: 
pd bs their conſcionce beige vak is defileds | 
YH S 10. For if any man ſee thee which haſt 
TY ;| 6 fit at meat inthe Idols Temple, fhall 
| 1 i re tems of binethat'is weak;}e' embold- 
x | *n _ thoſe ores atonnd ave bevel "unto 
| 43 Of 63 
4 i 'V. LIs And throug h 26) kwledge! fill thy 
"I meek brother periſh for #bom-Chrift: dyed,” © - 
4 :: From: whence ' we as apparently find, that 
—F that it is only the weakuefſe of JChri its 
4 b che knowledge oftheir' liberty ; andfree- 
{| dome to cat oven theſe meats offered to Idols, 
©F that could occafion-any. to:fin by eating,” and 
£4 b dcbarrethi them from cating: when' had 
©} they,but fo much knowledge,as to underſtand, 
| and be ſatisfied, that forany thingin - thoſe 
44 meats vhemlelves, there is no impurity there- ; 
© in; nor fin in cating, they | might ſafely 
" | X F 2 and 
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nord we pe" ions ning 

thereby + All which « ppeacech: by 

this my en. duely wa ae will kev | 
ay ve ye. .oppeare ion om v5): j. , MIEBGZ. Ts, 

ore Petty; Martyr On: ;this 7; ve fl 

rem it; AfÞſte/oi in prafoin ix; 1 

thts ab: Iibolotietieinon' 

COME Loiarne wit, fed ind rlotum tal 

firmizazem: The ApoBiſorardireah thee gin 

ter.in; that he retarts not, 00o4tethb ff 

nop- all-xbe: cauſe -of abſtaining, from-rhir v 

offered. t@;;Idbls ep ficſh j\-char' 
uſed to... be.) fret unto their: wroake 


neſfe; :-\ + | Td ,0 F I . 
0 «hos.ithe a3 or ſuicintly pr ah 


ans weakoeſs in fa I" en | 
no fin in thoſe eats, and their wreak ol 
rept, cachficn Hhien 6f | 
& can * ond {bare <hent7 from 1 
a7 NO 4; 31 75 
Now: for. the a of rheaſfunprion,! do, 
Minor propoſition, that theſe Gentiles: ar Anaſ 
_ tioch,,and Jewilh-tcechcrs: there 5; /: can ap! 
ſalem were ſuch weak Chriftians;; a1 
erefore. for their. weakneſs to-be debare ” 
from cating it'is as eviden:Hh r lip : 
deſtirute: of ſo, much knowledge ;:rhin: rf 
cumciſigh. was nothing ; that « they vers: hal 


perf - 
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ringgerſfwaded eo be cireamenſed, and were fain 
baſs end to Jeriffalem' about ic 1 4G. 1573; '2. 
ſee fatre defitare of knowledge and faith tobe. 
*Yſeve, rhat'the Cererhonall Law was: abolt- 
erfed;; hit it octafiontd: mach diſpucirig 
.p{ſbout ir verſe 7. an Ks _ | 
1-_ell might be of this bs whedge , 

Fallfole, orimears offered Idols was nothing; 
iarihcy were iſo lately converted from -Idola. 


ha All which-being ſo,the conclufion muſt ne- 
valelſarily follow , that it was chictly for this 
koeir weakneſs, that they were prohibiced to 
; Jar of mars offered to Idolls, things ftrangled 
edaind blood': kaft by cating againſt con{cichce, 
Meir weak confciencs ſhonkd be 'defiled, and 
a they ſhonld fin thereby ,- and not for any 
SWpurity in thoſe meds}: 4 
£< Bot chat we ſhould go about hence to affirm 
fiir conchide that: becauſe. theſe wenkt Ohris 
Wans were by reaſon of thtir weakneſs pro» 
Wired: leaff their cofſaience by eating; ſhould 
ge defited 5 therefore yRtrong Chriftians.;; that: 
Wow chere is ho defilementthereiny ſhould be 
Fobibired-alſo p:wers.- a:trange conclubon 
” op els froth. alt ruks of- reaſon 
e@hatſocvver, andſo:merly irconfequent, and 
© be granted by no rationall man , yes: in- 
Weed contrary. to the. word of God. . This 
EFranſadion of the RN being no'generall 
4 - 4 | or 


72 All Meats are Lawfull, l 
_ or pepetuall command of this abſtivencc to-all 
Chridian Churches, but onely atemporaryhy 
condeſcention to theſe weake Chriftians a 
| Antioch; ſo farre to obſerve the Law of Moſe 
although aboliſbed as to abſtaine. from thelghh 


thercunto by reaſon of rheipht 
Wis and e uajvillingneſs of the. Jewg , 
to be- divorſed from their © _ pra i 
ceremoniall obſervations. 


| —_— —_— 


c H A P. vi 


 # Soruple ceionggh: or certain Termes ex f 


plained for prevention of miſtakes wberil | 
the Text or matter in hand may the mon 
 diftinily be undeftood.. q 


RY before 1 proceed to the Sarthice cor h 1 
firmation/of this {ende delivered , I hav 
thoughr it not amiſs to. clecr firſt e ſcrux | 


| | - that may be made; ov anſwer an obje&ion 


_ that may be raiſed againſt the ſame, for thi 
cleercr underſtanding of mine intention, ang 
'for the avoiding all miſtakes of m y Expreſsionf 
in terming this A&ion of the Apaftce, i | 
ference to theſe meats a Condeſcenfion, # 
It. may happily be: objeRted 3. that the conf} 
deſcention in this place ſeemeth to. ot of id 
entile 
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allGentiles-to the- weak Jewes, and that whis 
raioo of the Apoſtles was a command or in- 


WjunAion in a ſpeciall manner to theſe Gentiles, 
© to.condeſcend: unto the weak: Jewes. And 
eleiithe reaſon hereof ſeemerh to be, becauſe the 
etfGentiles:did not obſerve Moſes Law, neither 
vatgid abſtaine from theſe meats but, the Jewel? 
(edfand therefore leaſt the newly converts Jews, 
ſeing the Gentiles cat ' blood , and things 
$ftangled ſhould through their- weakneſs be-- 
Foffended, from whence great difference might 
"atiſe among the Churches : the Apoſtles to 
preſerve unity , and (concord amongſt them, 
Mend this; command , or injun&ion: to theſe 
ex4Gentiles that they ſhould condeſcend to theſe 
chjfweak Jewes in thofe Ceremoniall obfſervati- 
Hons; and ſo as it was: .an injun&ion of the 
FApofſiles to the Gentiles , fo the condeſcenti- 
Fon was of the Gentiles unto the Jewes, 
= FS wa x br AI 5 NESS 
1&1. , 3. All that is here obje&ed being granted. 
Wit will not thence follow, firſt os _ 
onflojunttion of the 05 wt the Gentilcy, or: 
the Gentiles condeſcention to the Jewes was 
nifby the. Apoſtles at all intended ; :as a, prefident 
zonfo all: Chriftian Churches in futnre Ages gene- 
rally to.abſtaine from thoſe meats. Secondly 
A neither will it thence follow, that this a&ion- 
whof the Apoſtles was not'a Condeſcentian, as. 
chg{/well as an injundtion to theſe very Gentiles as 
ilah well as Jewes, | - 2.There. 
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, 2. Therefore that all —_— may _ 
vented , and'that theſe thith 5 ay 
be underflood, we mit 'obſerve that —_ 
terhes of condeſcention, i anion &c. are. 
not Abſolute & excluſivd difa', but reſpettivd' 
& #g74.71 and therefore muſt be well weigh- 
ed with 4 confideratis confiderandis ; of. ity 
their due reſpeds. ; 
For Secaundum quid or ini fome reſpelt come : 
art of this Text is no: condeſcention at all; - 
Foc a perpetual bindingprecept:and the-reſt,of 
the Text again in ſorne reſpe& is a Conitnand; 
or Injun&ionjn an other reſpe& is « prohibl« 
tion;in a third reſpe& is a condeſcertion,! con 
ceſfsion, or Toleration.” - + | 
| Thus is that part of the verſe , thic- 36s! | 
ſpe&eth fornication no Corideſcention, but &: 
perpetual! binding precept , aud prohibition; I 
of which more hereafter.” - ' 
And for the reſt of thre verſe , hae concern- | 
«h Idolothyres, things firatigled and blood : 
1. For mears6ffertd to Idols as it Was a com- 
mand from the Apoſtles, -as they were Gods | 
meſſengerslo wis it alſo i;condeſention of them 
ro thoſe 'weak: Gentiles to abftaitic Rot the 
ſame, leaſt thi6ogh weakneſs they ſhould by 
eating be defiled, as vainty imagining ſome] 
pollution therein ; which: abſtinence other} 
wiſc had been ficed]. fs, 45 \ wil hereafter aps} 


Res 


7, Again 
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' 2. Again inreſpe -& of the meats themſelves, 
yiz. in refpe& kr thoſe Idolothytes things. 
| frangled and blood, this a&ionfof the Apo 
| feos was a Prohibirion forbidded them £0-cat 
e' | thereof.” 
{| 3-And asthis comthatid deſcended from the 
Apoft.ro thoſe Gentiles it was to thoſeGentles 
by injun&t.on accorditip to the objeMion ; 
| 4 Ardinthat relþe that tlioſe Gentiles 
p were to follow the Jewifh p raQice'in abſtain- 
Wy ing forchefr fakes frotm ing ftrargled, and 
' I] blood; there was a condefcention of the Gen- 
IR. | tiles to the Jews , as is here objefted. 
- | 5. Laffly, If we conſider this tranſa&ion of 
| te apo about thi aftinenice from theſe 
w _ = refpe& had/to the ceremonial 
4 1 Law which was aboliſhed. Fpþ. 2.15, Col. 2. 
5 | 14. &c;/mid fo this abſtinence being a part 
3 {| thercof, was aboliſhed alf6 Heb.g. 10, &c. and 
-Þ therefore netther was now of forco, nor 
ought generally £6 be obſttved in the time of 
the Goſpel: yer in relpt& that it is here per-. 
7 mitted,and 9 rr ro E theſe weak Chriſtians, 
we catt no otherwiſe look. yponir, or con- 
dude itin that & obin, =) ' buit as a , condelcanti- 
- on, Concefftor'or Toleration from the A 
Mes borh ts tlioſe Hyewd! Jewe and Ge les 
: mentionediin this chapt The A $ tO 
appeaſe the contention Telford in this Eck at 
Antioch; and by reaſon of thoſe obſtinate _ 
wea 


> +» *». ®.. 3...  & %o 
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- weak chriffians earneſt bent, and propenſe In : 
clination edgy the-ceremonies of the Law 
fain.to yeild and condeſcend unto't -n]* 
ia hf. fe fferent- things by permitting, ani 
ſuffering Nom to obſerve thoſe lefſe and mea 
ner points ofthe Lawyas the abſtinence frot 
meats.akhough .aboſiſhed by Ont, until 
ach time as by their better underſtanding « 
their liberty they might be drawn off & we 
the ſune., at beeing indeed needle 
and uſcle6 ina Chiidian Charch and Tg | 
fore-never, intended [the Apoftles: to-con 
| _—_ ftandin ance in the fame tf 
poſterity. And in Ode reſped&t viz,.in conf 
Cation of and xeferenec to the Ceremoni 
| Aion i ls perpicuoully aud that, && 
the £5; May. pro £ 
gee, and muſt needs be a: {4s oil tobge a 
the ſerious peruſal *of the chapter being 


Na udy weghed! it eons appeareth. 

And'thus accordj To the ſeverall accep 
tations ofthe verle Or -maxter therein cc ol; 
tained it A ted th: under the .ſeverallf 


' notions of an in junAic N an, prohibition. o Or CON: 
deſferton beth 4 AS. occaſion is - admini 
fire&1 abou ele .F 
9 - _ rho pnjows en aRiF 

.on the /APOIIES an mjun On; t ay, 
can be nolet or impediment, b t that; in. an] 


other reſpe& it may be a conde eſcention. 
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4 And therefore the main, queſtion of this 
w{#holc diſcourſe being,whether this TranſaQi- 
io the Apoſtles in reference to. theſe meats 
were a generall and perpervall binding, precept 
'a Temporary condeſcehition ;"it 'hath oc- 
Waſoned me and I hope'nor improperly: to 
-itcat thereof under that notion of a'conde- 
Fcntion , as moſt pertinent and ſuicable to the 
queſtion in hand , for the more cleer explica- 
1..{on of the Text, and of the Apoſtles. intenti= 
Yon. & ſcope therein; not:daubting bur by what 
Math been already , and" 'what' yet remajneth 
Mereafter edit cir it - ſatizfaQorliy 
Tand convinceingly appeare to themeaneft capa- . 
tity, and moſt refraftory Judgement, that 
haſecr< was no perperuall command intended by 
hc Apoſtles, but onely a'temporary Conde- 
" Mention, untill the Church of Chrift bad ar» - :* 
. Waincd unro more firength , , and'a-greater _. 
keafure of faith', and knowledge of 'their.  \? 
hriftianr liberty to cat of thoſe meats,” And, 


| -} 


FKherefore ro obje&- or argue, thar becauſe 


- 


Wis aQion of the Apoites in ſome reſpe&'was. 

"Jan injun&ion-or command, and nox a con: 
MÞſeention , therefore ir malt inalf re 

"Jpc&s beſo; is a fallacy A Hifo: ſecundind guid © 
a9 diflum fmpliciter, which being cleare we . 


; ; ' a 
= Pf» - : : 
" p . C5354 
2 £ # J ; Ik . & 
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Thu tranſatiion of the Apoiiles farther cleets 
.: ed-to be onely @ charitable condeſcention ty 
_ theſe Chriſtians weakneſs by the like ex 
© amſlies , or otber inſtances of Saint Paul 
like condeſcention; or demeanonr towark 
other ſuch weak, Gbriſtians in otber place 

+ 


| N Either may it ſcem ſtrange that the Apa | 
weak 


files ſhould thus condeſcend ynto- thek 
|breathren, & Tires Tels &Sagopers iN 
- theſe indifferent things , in ſuch mean mactey 
as meats, which neither , if we cat are we the 
better, neither if we cat not are we the work 
1 Cor. 8. 8. where the Apoſtle Pau! to gaing 
'Proſelyres to the faith of Chrift, and to keep 
weak. Chriſtians from falling off from that 
meaſure of faith , and that profeſſion of Chris 
- ſtianity, which they had made and attained 
unto , hath yeilded , and condeſcended unto 
farre Heracer and more ſtrange prafices,which 
may (cem farr more ungarrantable than ab! 
ſtaining from meats, wherby this ation of 
the Apoſtles will evidently appeare, and cleers 
ly he confirmed to benno ftanding ordinance 
to continue in the Church, but onely a Chas 
ritable candeſcention to theſe Chriſtians pro 
tempore, Ull they had gained more underſtand- 

ing 
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ing of their freedome to eat thereof, 
'Toinftance therefore in ſome particulars : 
thus we find the Apoſtle Pay! dealing about 
exe circumciſion , a matter of farre higher con- 
1 ol crnement, then this of meats, for although 
ex | he. peremptorily telleth the Galathians ch. 5. 
ak} 1.2. That if they were circumciſed Chriſt ſhonld 
r41 profit them nothing, and v. 3. For I teſtifie a- 
cer] raine to every mar, that is circumciſed that he is 
| «debtor to the whala Law. Yet notwithſtanding 
500 in A@. 16. the very next. chapter to 
this in hand , the ſame Apoſtle took Timothy, 
vl and circumciſed him becauſe; of the Jewes, 
of which were in thaſe quarters. AG. 16. 3. 
bel :.Hog dedit Apotalys Infirmitati quarundam 
rel} Iybecillinm Fudgornm: faith Juſt Foxas. This 
ine the Apoſile did for the weakneſs of ſome weak; 
wes. Ut charitate iuſerviret, ſaith. Eraſuwus 
ff Sarcerins : That, hg- might have: reſpe& to 
Girity,. Suare ciremciſy Tunothei wn fi uit 
Sacramentim, Jr datum, fuit Abrahe , &: 
off <us poſteris, ſed Ceremonia media. .& indiffe= 
ich] rengg#e tanturs. ad foyendam charitgtem non ad 
2bll pictatis exercitinm, valebat, Wherefore the 
off] Circumcigon of 7 Wy was not. a Sacrameng 


rs} (ach as was given to Abraham, and his poſte- | 

ce ity , but a midd/e. aud indifferent ceremony, 
«| Winch availed onsly to cheriſh love , or cha- 
Þ rity, not to the exerciſe of Piety, ſaith Calvin 
on the place, . For, notwithſtanding what bg 
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had ſaid Gal, 5. 2, 3, He well knew, that in 
Jeſus Chriſt neither circumciſion availerh any 
thing, nor uncircumcifion but faith, vV. 6. and 
a new creature ch, 6. 15, 

The like to which dire&ly he ſpeaketh of 
meats, that meat commendeth us #ot to God , for 
neither if we eat are we the better , neither af we 
eat #9t are we the worſe 1 Cor.8. before cited, 
therefore to pleaſe the Jewes , and the better 
to gain them to Chrift, and to uphold chari- 
ty, and Chriftian concord; he circumciſeth 
Timothy, direAly as the Apoſtles in ſome mea 
ſure to pleaſe thoſe weak Gentiles at Antioch 
and others, and to keep correſpondency, and! 
concord betwixt them and the Jewiſh Chri- 
ſians, who leaned too much to Circumcili- 
on, and the Ceremoniall Law : becauſe they! 
denyed them circumciſion, one part of the 
Ceremoniall Law,therefore to gratific them in 
ſome thing , they grant them another part 
thereof of leſs, concernment viz, to abſtaint 
from thoſe meats. | 

Now ſhoald we not be accounted fimple 
and abſurd, if we ſhould go about to argue: 
that becauſe the Apoſtle gave circumciſion to 
Timothy, and not as a Sacrament, but to pleaſe 
ind to gaine upon the Jewes, therefore cir-F 
camcifion ought to be embraced as a ſtanding 
"2rdinince to the Chriſtian Church, againſt 


- which the Apoſtle hath fo flatly , and di- 


reay 
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realy declared Gal. 5. &c. as aboliſhed by 
Chrilt ? | 

And how can it be bat as groſly abſurd, to 
Argue that becauſe the Apoſtles for the very 
fame cauſes , viz, to gaine them to, and hold 
them in a Chriſtian courſe, and concord, 


| made a conceſsion to theſe weake Chriſtians, 


to abſtain: from things ſtrangled and blood; 
therefore the ſame was intended, as a gcnerall 
Command to continue in all Chriſtian 
Churches under the Gaſpell, which thing (o 
many cleer texts of Scripture before urged,do 


by good conſequence ſo flatly contradi&? 


Againe another like initance in Saint Paul 
we find AG. 18, 18. In his ſhaving his head in 
Cenchrea ; for he had made a vow ; which 


| being a cerecmoniall praiſe approved of by 


God Numb. 6. None ſure will be ſo ſimple, 


'asto imagine that Saint Par! did it either in 


obedience to the ceremoniall Law, which all 
men know to bz aboliſhed , or that the ſame 
ſhould be any Prefident for the future praftiſe 
of the Church , but onely according to the 
learned: Ne qni adhuc ex Fudeis, ad quos 
venturus erat,infirmi erant, illam Legs inimi- 
cum ( ut vulgo ferebatur ) exiſtimavent, & ut eis 


 rudibus., nec dum rite edofis ſe accommodaret, 


vel ut infirmos Chrifto adduceret, ſaltem ne eos 
offenderet , idcirco Paulum voto ſe obligaſſe, 
qued ſciebat coram Deo nulliys eſſe momenti © 


Leaſt 
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Leaſt they who of the Jewes,to whom he wax 
to come , wereas yet but weak , ſhould think 
es an encmy to he Law (as he was vu - 
eported to nan erty that he might conf 
Foe them ignorant, and act 
_ Ee inflrufted, © or that he might draw. 
weake ones to Chriſt, at Icaſtwiſe that he 

ight not offend them : therefore that Paul. 
bound himſelf with a, vow, which he knew.to 
be of a6 memenc inthe fight of God, = 
Thus we ice by theſe examples of the | 
oltk Paul, how to favour weak Chriſtians 
intrmnty, to prelexve Chriſtian charity, and | 
that 46d wight not offend, but the bettef 1 
_ work uponſach late Converts, as were we, q 
in faith , and knowledge, the Apolite ſony | 
times ,&condeſcended to ſome prafti- 1 
ces in things indifferent , which they nevet 
Intended eſtabliſh, or ſettle, as fandir | 
Ordinances, or: to remaine as perpetual | 
binding precepts to the Ghurch : which thir 
will alſo yct farther appeare inthe followir | | 
chapter. Bo | 1 


& # of 
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* Another example or inflauce yet given of Saint 


t | 
ol ' Pauls farther Condeſcention, or: like. de= 
hs meanour towards the Fewes , cleering this 
w__ of the Apojtles towards the Gentiles. : 

; bu A Gaine it moſt evidently illuſtrateth, and 
the} ,{Y cleereth the marter in hand, if we ob- 


aegierve how S. Pal was induced and perſwa- | 
"34 ded by ' the brethren of Jerofalem ta prepare 


| 
anday: 
© 


cop] PiraſelF rokeep the Haw of Moles, even tathe 


= o{offcring of Sacrifice Af. 21, 26, 27: which 
"þ be well knowing to. be frivelous,: and of no 
a: piorce,, yet notwithſtanding *' readily? puts the 
oo ame in pradice , onely'to fatisfie- the per-, 
. {{ verſencfs and condeſcend unto the weakneſs of 
ff aſc late Jewiſh converts arid to keep them, 
$4 from Apoftatizing, and falling off from their 
Y. ron of Chriſtianity ; which they might 
'#] have done, ſhould he' on' the ſudden have 
| croft them in their way ,, and not by degrees 
*Phave attempted to take them 'off their: old 
4] Cuſtomes and Jewiſh Ceremonies : yet with 
no Intent to make this ation any preſident or 
| example at all for any future imitation; where 
7] likewiſe we ſhall clecrly ſee this very conde- . 


F: 


= 1 


| repeated,as well as this made to the Jews de- 
| G3  clared) 


| ſcention made to the Gentiles 48. 15. againe _ 
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chared , and the difference betwixt them, as 
appearcth by the ſtory: at large AG. 21. 20, 


And when they heard it they glorified the Lord 


| and ſaid unto him, thou ſeeſi brother how many 


' thouſands of Fews there are which' believe, and- 


they are all zealous of the Law. | | 
Here we ſee how much bent, and fixed theſe 


late believers were upon the ceremoniall Law, | 
from which it was a matter of difficukic, but {| 
by this-pollicy to reclaim.them : there ' being * 
alſo an other -obſtruKtion in the next;verſe to} 
_ - hinder them from liftning to Saint Payls do- 
Qrine, vis. v.21: And they are informed of thee, 


that thou-teacheſt all the Fewes which are among. 
the Gentiles to fl orfake- Moſes, ſ. aying 8 that they: 


walk: after their cuſtomes.. 


.  Hitherto is the ſcruple that troubled theſe, 
weak Chriſtians wherein they were to: be {g-_ 
tisfied by the Apoſtles complying with them; | 
or theground layed or reaſon alledged by the . 
brethren, -wherefore the Apoſtle muſt com- 


ply-with, and condeſcend unto. them. Next 


t>!loweth:the warning given to Saint Paul of | 
of the peoples. purpoſe to heare him v. 22. | 


What # it therefore? the multitude muſt 


needs come together 5 for they will beare that | 


thou art come. | 


T h:n followeth the krethrens Councell to ; 
Saint Paul, what to do, and how to carry ' 
himſclt 


, 


| 


 Dught notto circumciſe their childran, neither to_| 
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.. himſelf towards the” Multitude pro ſervands 
ecclefie pace; to og ee peace of the Church 
$, faith Eraſm. Sar. by complying with them, to 
{| qualifie them, and fatisfie them , that he might 
| the better hold them in their profefſion, and 
- | that*they fall not of from the Goſpel, and re= 
 Je& both the Apoſtle and his doQrine. 
V.23. Do therefore this that we ſay unto thee: 
\ we have four men, which have a vow on them ; 
3 V. 24. Themtake and purifie thy ſelfe with - 
4 them, and be at charges with them,that they 117 
| Have their heads ;, and all may know that tho i: 
ſ things whereof they were informed concerning 
| thee,are nothing but that thou thy ſelf alſo walkeſt 
orderly, aud keepeſt the Law. _ 
' Here weſtefarre ftranger things, farr prea- 
ter matters propounded unto the Apoſtle 
J' Paul, wherein he became indulgent unto the 
-humours of theſe Jewiſh Converts,than thoſe 
were which the Apoſtles granted nnto the 
Gentiles : Et tamen Parlnus eorum confilio ac= 
quieſcit , & illis placere voluit in bonum ad 
_ edificatione pro conſervanda eccleſie concordia, 
as Brentizs faith, and yet Paul followed their 
advice, and was willing to pleaſe them for 
' good unto edification fog the conſervation of 
4 Concord in the Church. | : 
1 Then the Apoſtle Zames, and the Elders 
oſe a motive to enconrage Paul, and to fatis- 


| fie him, and themſelves' in their own mindes 
| © that 
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_ that notwithſtanding;they ds thus defcend to / 
thz Jewes to hold them on in their profefſion © 


o 


that they muſt comply thus with chem in the* 
obſervation of thoſe l 


of Chriſt, ſecing it will ng otherwiſe be , but'} 


Gfecly and without any ſufpition of cheir own! 


Inclining to, or ſetting up again the ceremo-iÞ 


niall Law , as knowing themſelves free from: 


the ſame: In regard when theGentiles through } 
the inſtigation of ſome Jewes ſtood upon cir-F 


cumcifion and the Law of Moſes , they had 


yeilded or condzſcended to no ſuch thing ta 
them, but onely that they ſhould abſtaine'} 


from thoſe meats &c. - + 
VI. 25. As touching the Gentiles, which be-" 


Tieve, we have written, and.concluded that they | 
keep themſelves from things offered-to Idols ana, 
blood,from things ſtrangled & from fornication. 


With which condeſcention in thoſe mea«<* 


ner and inferiour things they iknew - thoſe Þ 
Gentile ſinners would be fatished and held on : 
- in their profeſſion of Chriſtianity , when this | 
Condeſcention to theſe Jewes muſt be the 


greater and the larger in theſe Ceremoniall 


obſervations, to keep them-to Chriſt , in re-' Þ 


gard they had ever beentrained up therein, 


and therefore not ſuddenly, but by degrees to | 


be weaned and divorced from them. 
Hereby then we ſee perſpicuouſly , that as 


this 4. 


egall Ceremonies, leaſt'Þ 


they ſhould fall off; Fel they may do this'] 


I Ww.-, oy. pa my n= ot >, =3 we f) 
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| this was onely a conceffion of the Jewes fo the , 
| other in- 48. 15. was and could no other- 
44 wiſe be, but onely a conceffion, or candeſcen- 
4 tion to thoſe Gentiles, being diſcreetly fitted, 
{and proportioned'to cach,according as ' their 
*F ſeverall eonditions did require.- According to 


i} v. 24, the Apofile Payl readily addrefſeth 
'4 himſelf ro put the ſame in execution. | 
4 V.'26. Then Payl took the men, and the next 
4 day purifying himſelf with them entred into the 
Temple, 'to fignifie the Accompliſhment of the 
 dayes of purification , untill that. an offeriug, 
| ould be offered for every one of them. v, 27 
Þ 4nd when the ſeaven dayes were almaſt ended 
& the Jews! which were of Afig, when they ſaw hin 
Þ in the Temple ſtirred up all the People &7, \ 
4 No marvell thar the Apoftles mads that 
| Syncorcfis unto rhoſe Chriftians 'at. Antioch, 
4 inrebus tam mediis & indifferentibus , in ſa 
| mean, and Indifferent things's when we fee 
j the Apoſtle Pan! here performe (ſuch an ex- 
Fnordinaihe indulgence unto the Jewiſh chri- | 
I ftians at Jeruſalem, in obſerving exaly fo . 
| many, and ſo high parts of the Ceremonial 
' Law, all which he knew to þe tabolſhed, and 
all this to pleaſe, and paciffe the peeviſh hu- 
- mours of thoſe late Believers : That as Pome- 
| ran obſerverh upon v. 26. Sine pertinacia 
 Ceremonias Legis bac in parte obſervat, nihil- 
| G4 que 


+} which councell and advice to the Brethrenin | 


—_— 
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Tue earumque rerum omittit , quas lex definivit: [© 
14que facit won clam, ſed palam;omnibus conſpi- 
uns purificat ſe publice , ingreditur templum, |" 
* ibs publice indicat & palam teſtatur ſe minis | 
me legis hoſtem : Without relu&ance he ob-| 
ſerveth. in this part the ceremonies of the Law'J 
and omitteth nothing of thoſe things, which Þ: 
the Law required : and that he doth not pri- 
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vately but- pablickly.: in the ſight of all he 
purifiech himſelfe publickly,  entreth the 


openly tcſtificth, that he is no enemy to the'Þ 


Law at all, the manner of performing all 


4 


< 
Temple , and there publickly declarerh , and Þ #t 


which we may read at large Numb. 6. Et bac } 


parte divini cultus , faith Calvin, Indifferenter. 


defungi licuit : modo id non religionis cauſa } 


this part of divine worſhip it was . lawfull for } 


the Apoſtte inditferently to performe : ſo it Þ. 
were not done for religion fake but onely to } 


ſapport the weake. 


And thus by this and the like pratices was | 
the Apoſtle made all things to all men, rhat he 


might. by. all means ſave ſome. . Thus to the 
Jewes Chereby ) he became as a Jew; that he 


might gain che Jewes (and ſo.) to them that- 


were under the Law., that he might gaine 
them that were under the Law. (thus hereby, 


to theſe being ) weak became he as weak, thac |] 


he might gaine (them being) weake, 1 Cor. 9- 
20, 22e 4 


/ 


Now. 


4 


— 


ic 


5 fieret , ſed tantum ad infirmos ſublevandos. And 


er pod ,- } ay 


| 
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- |... Now is there any probability or will any 
| bc fo ſottiſh, as to imagine this tranſa&ion of 
, the Apoſtles, and Elders in. this 21. ch. ro be 
«| with any intention at all to ſet up againe, or 
- | continue theſe rights of the Ceremoniall Law 
{ {to theſe Chriſtian Jewes in future ages under 
1 | the Goſpell as a generall praQice, or ſtanding 
- Þ ordinance to-continue in the Church ? 
1. Neither can it by any rationall man be.con- 
| duded, that that Tranſa&ion in 4G.15. was 
| at all intended, to ſettle any ſtanding. ordi- 
(F nance to continue in future ages among the 
| Gentiles to abſtaine from meats ; which the 
"| meaneſt judgement cannot chooſe but know 

Þ to be altogether vlclefle. 
j Forifthis to Jewes were a Condeſcenti- 
JF. onon'y: Thattothe Gentiles muſt be 

| . ſo alſo; | | | | 

But the antecedent is true : Therefore 
the Conſequent, | 

. Thus by this time I hope it doth appeare 
1 ſufficiently cleerc , and manifeſt , that thoſe 
#4 Texts in AG, 15.' as farre as concerneth Ido- 
| lothytes things ſtrangled and blood ' were as 

| they were intended,onely as a Condeſcention, 
| Conceſsion, or Toleration in theſe Indifferent 
| things to. thoſe Gentile and Jewiſh Chriſtians 

| by reaſon of theic weaknels , and the better to 
| prevaile wich them, -and to preſerve peace in 
the- Churches : and not at all intended, as a 


perpetual] 
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perpetuall binding precept to all Chriſtians, ) 's 
 abftaine'from thoſe meats. _ 7: 

5 ; 1 | 
"=Y 
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C'H AP. XI. + 
This Condeſcention of the Apoſtles confirmed ggin 
as being found conſiſtent with ſeverallÞj 
Commands given , to condeſcend to weakghhs 
Chriftians in abaining from meats, for \ 
giving offence, oe o7 


Er for more full confirmation of theſe 
matter in hand, we hal! in this and ſome 

chapters following finde theſe condeſcention8ihe 

| of the Apoſtles in theſe indifferent things, ay 
greaable to ſeverall commands , requiring thell, 

 — like charirable carriage towards Chriſtian 
who being but late converts unto Chriſt, are; 
bur weak in faith, and knowledge ; whereby 

it will be ckerly evidenced', not onely that 
Chriſtians may lawfully cate of all ſorts of Jy 

+ - meats, yea of things offered to Idols, much Þþ 
more of things ſtrangled and blood; bur alſo |; 
that the true, and genuine ſence, meaning avd-}g 
intention of the Apoſtles herein cannot be as | 
theſe opinioniſts mifapprehend the fanie, nor | 
any otherwiſe , then is here delivered, viz. B.Jc 
a.conce{sion to weak Chriſtians to avoid ob | x 
fence, &c. IDF = 


Severall | 


i 
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XtASeverall fuch Commands requiring this 
#c&, and condeſcention to weak Chriftians 
Sc find Rom. 14. ch. 

TV. 1. Him that is weaks in the faith receive 
ith, but n0t to doubtfull di ——_— 

LV. 2. For one believeth, that he may eat all 
abings ; another who is weake eateth herbes. 
Wh}.3. Let not bim that eateth deſpiſe him 
Keldat eateth not &fc. Wn. 

I Here we ſee already the Apoftle prohibiting 
Þo7 toſer themſelves againft ſuch weak Chri- 
Mans , as in the primitive times were'not well 
rounded, or ſettled in the faith ; and ad- 
Soniſhing, that ſtrong Chriftians , who'had 
fficient- knowledye of their freedome to cat 
*Lill ſorts of meats , yet ſhould ſo mach favour 
Sch weak Chriftians, who through weakneſs 
of faich ſcrupled, or refuſed to cate, that not- 
CIicſtanding their weakneſs they ſhould receive 


them, and not defpife them, that did not ear. 
* And therefore Calvin thus briefly com- 
wizeth this whole chapter Summa eornm, que 
oc toto capite traGat, buc redit ; ut qui robu- 
frores ſunt operam impendant, infirmis ſuble- 
Pendis, & qui mags Frere ſufferendis ru= 
dibys. The fumme of thoſe things which (the 
Apoſtle) handleth in this whole chapter 
cometh to thus much, That they, who are 
{ more ſtrong , beſtow their endeavour inſup- 
{ porting the weak , and they which have been 

2 7 greater 
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us, and take heed leaft by our a&ions we lays? 
| ſtumbling blook in our brothers way , fosÞ* 
then an offence is given, or then we lay aff 
ſtumbling block when any thing is. committed? 
by as either in do&rinec , or manners, wheres I 
by- the conſcience. of..another may be- mos 
ved to'fall off from rhe doarine, or Relig: |® 
on once. received, ov-at leaftwiſe to efteent $9 
of it, leſs, then before... 1.806 
 -» Was. it-not then upon good ground, thy 

the Apoſtles condeſcended to thoſe wealth 
Chriftians-at Antioch' ? :No marvell , chef 
things. confidered , that'the' Apoſtles knowing 
the weak.condition of thoſe believers'were WIF 
caretull; ro- make that condeſcention untIF* 
them';-for giving them offence, ſceing'theith# 

_ -pra&iſe:or-Carriage towards them was nei 

' more then what was agreeable tothe Word 
. . ot Godih other Scriprores,, and was in ce 

bythe Apoſtle Pay in his chaprer , requireIF 
and which indeed as appeareth by this chap 
and other places of Scripture, ought 'ex oficu# 
to have been done by the Apoſtles, as moſt revhy*: 
quilite and neceſſary to:thole weake ChriftdIs, 


fy + 12 
$54 


. ans, leatt they ſhouldgive 'them offence, and}F* 

this wittioat the {caſt impeachmerit of tharÞs* 

Eftablithing any generall--and perperuall orsÞ 

dinance in the Church, for if ſuch as are weak 

iu the faichy ought not-ro be deſpiſed but receis}* 

_ ved v.1-&moman out to put.a flumbling blockÞ#/ 
- 901 | | _ 
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or an occaſion of offence in his brothers way 
'Iy, 13. yea if a man ought neither to cat fleſh, 
| h vr to drink wine, horany thing whereby his 
[f Brother ſtumbleth , or is offended or is made 
ake v. 21. Great reaſon - had the. Apoſtles 

C F8 what they did ;, and as great ſure was 
| ir diſcretion, and apparently aged indeed 
by.the Holy-Gbof that ſo direQly according 
Fxeunt , notwithſtanding the errour of thoſe 

: Chriſtians in.adbercing to Bag Law of 

bees, yet they ſhould. n " deſpiſe them, but 
cc ve. them, and. partly upon thcjr/ own 
rms; and-. that they .might, nor. put any 
Tſhmbling block. or _ to fall. in. their 
yay » {o charitabl {thould candeſcend  umo 
hem in theſe indifferent thivgs: as; well knows 
migl __ or: be offended, 

br. mage weake,. hquld they cither utterly 

G i them in.all Sheerermontes, ofheLaw,or 


Jo-permit. them. meas. which 
b It they __ rt A ſame 
1 P A IRC #00 Were, in 
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CHAP. XL. - 0 
The whole matter in hand cleared. in each 
_ . particular from 1 "Cor. 10. ch. ' || lf 
\ TOw in the next place ſetin | the ſam ﬀ 
_ VN prohibition'ſtandeth in the ſame cquilt I 
force” againſt things offereq to Idols in thif ff 
15: of Ad. as it doth apianft things ftrangleb 
and blood : ng I hope ir will nor asindfþ 
deed ir cannot in any reaſon be denyed, but WI 
wecanin any place prove 'ir in any ſence laws [7 
full to tn moo egrer Idols, it maſt needs [i 
be granted inthe fame ſence, as lawfull to ar fg 
things ſtrangled, and blood : which. in chisÞn; 
next place--we doubt not' evidently to pro Ji 


full corifirmation of all that hath formerlyy 
| been delivered, we (hall finde the whole ma Yye 
ter in queſtion fully and cvidently illuftrated [yj 
Py rerany: viz. we ſhall ſce it mans Jus 
- 7. That'} meats for any thing' in themsFe, 
* ſelves may lawfully be exten... - *-4F 
-2.. In what reſpe& we are commanded totes 
abftaiticfrom Idalothyrtes, and fo of the reſt... po1 
3- It will follow that in that refpe& onely'[p. 
_ this abſtinence in AG. 15. was intended, andJG, 
com pF 
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Eemmanded by the Apoſtles and all this from 
tr Cor, ch..27, 28, 29. verſes. 8168 4 
4: For the 1. particular," after the Ape 
had Gaid v. 25. whatſoever-is ſold in the ſham- 
#;Jhes,that cat,asking no queſtion for conſcience 
Aake, which were warrant ſafficientcofarisfic 
{iy man of his liberty-to cat of any meats. 
if hoot ſcruple of conſcience: yer to pur all 
Tia any exception or objc&ion he 'addeth v. 
$19. If any of them that-belleve 210t bid you'to & 
Chef, 2nd ye be diſpoſtt'10 go , whatſoever is 
1/4 nag eas, gsRing no queſtion ſor 'con- 
G4 @ JARE: 
*[* Here we ſee free liberty granted, or a com- 
Ligand piven'toeat of alt manner of | meats, 
3 hatſoever is ſet before us: The Origiriall is 


E fllor 74 TeggTiNuorey VUuTr $0i576 : = 
{thing that is ſer before you cat : nay they mu 

| « 
Los ſo much as make any queſtion abour it ; 
Fyhat can be more clear ? wnJ'v draxpiverres : 


3 Ferbunr quo Paulus utitur (faith Calvin) figni- 


Tuficat ratiocinari in utrwmque - partens : Ita 
Iu mers bontinis alternet, nunc buc nunc illuc 
Jirclinant. Na Thu core fnorw boc eft (ſaith 
Calvin) coram Dei Tribunali, quatenus tibi ne= 
{ gotium oft cum Deo, -noy) eſt quod tecum diſpu- 
Jtes liceat -#ecne, ſeourns Trim quibuſtiber veſci 
[pores : quia tibs omnia dominus abſqueexceſtion 
Je concedir./For conſcigice ſake that is' beforc 
{Gods tribunall, as _ haſt to do' with 


God 
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God,thou ncedſt not diſpuc the matter with 
thy ſelf, whether it be lawful or not, for thoy. |? 
maiſt Gafcly cat what thou wilt becauſe the [7 
Lord granceth theeall things without excep- 'y 
tion. Yea even meats-offered toidols may we |; 
lawkully & withoat (cruple of conſcience eag! yl 
as the following context clerly ſheweth, | 
Forin v. 23. the-Apoltle faich 3 Bur if any 
may; ſay' unto yous this is offered i in ſacrif * | hu 
unto. 1gals, cat notiKc.;.Here itis cleer thatÞ 
this vecy. particular thingby name ani, : 
mentioned. in A&, 15.29. as. prohibited, hy 
here mentioned as one ſort of the meats ſ& |F 
bcfore theſe ' Chriſtian -Corinthians,. whiclt | 
they werein the former verſe commanded e©&@|; 
car (unlefle ſome'other :(crupled at. it, as is}: 
Cleer by the'two. yetſes . compared.) and not” 
ſo much as to aske. any queſtion about it lf 
And therefore ic muſt needs be concluded F 
lawfull to ear cycn meats offered to Idols. -', 
1. Becauſe Idolothytes: are. one; fort of þ 
meats (et before ray which they were come. 
manded to.cat } = OY by the 27, ahd, It 
28. verics. compared. : | 
2. Becauſe bythe. ſeq itis the Concience h 
onely of kim that ſcruples, and not the others: q 
24%. his fake chat ſhevied it, chat muſt be the'|, 
ler or hindrance in eating thoſe meats offered If 
to ;dols as I by v. 38,'29. __ ; 


K — 
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| cn man ſay unto you this is offered in ſacifice 
uf, to Idols eons for bis Hes oo / i rpc 
lr conſcience ſake <-= Conſcierice I. fay not 
weſt line own , but of rhe: others, Asif the Apo- 
had faid, » if no man ſcruple at the cating 
; of thoſe meats thou maift lawfully cat them, 
y mY! it if any wan ſcruple , cat themnot. And 

1 efore it muſt be meant of thoſe yery meats 
I ffered to Idols, as.lawfull to be eaten, 

* 3+ Becauſe that liberty mentioned in the 
] 7 next words (viz, in the latter, part of 
he 29. verle ; for why is my liberty Fudged of 
ro mans conſcience) is plainely meant to 

e meats offered unto Idols, as'well 
hoy other meats : and therefore theſe meats 
bel whully be caten. 
: Wherefore Marlorat on this place {; ſpeaking 
r of Idolothytes faith, that the ſimple. 1-72, 
] Ithe place is : Nox Fabeo te eblinere, 6 7 puyes 

[ills non efſe tua: : Nam quum: terra Mt f domint, 
; [ts ctiam ad. te pertinent : ;ſed alin cou ſs fe pro- 

Vibes ederepropter e cum. (inquam,) qua . tibz in- 


I: 


+» 
2 " n 70 


I; ay Y command hee: not r Ja as if 
| eft imagine thoſe ed 
3 _  hing "foie gh carth 


ſors = ords , thoſ: BE. Unto 
[thee : but it is for 6 thn oy G ao be To ro-. 
'| hibic thee. to eat, . becauſe of him. We: ha 
: ſhewcdi ic to thee. -..:- 
| Now then if theſe miears offered to Idols 
Hz lawfully 
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lawfully may, and ought to be caten, as here |. 
| ante h, which were in A. 15. as]: 


rongly fofbidden as things ftrangſed , and 
Blood : then by a cleer 7 cov pr Majori ad 
min may things ſtrangled and meats made of 


- or mixt with blood. in the ſame (ence as the} 


other , or upon the ſame account be without: 


all doubt 6r queſtion as lawfully caten alſo. '! ] 

2. for the ſecond particular we ſee cleerly| 
out of. theſe verſes, that notwithſtanding this} 
command here to cat of meats offered 10] 


Idols, or free liberty to do the ſame: yer there 


F 
»} 4 


is a cleer Condefcention to the weakneſs of} 


any , that ſhall ſcruple here commanded alſo, 
or a prohibition ſhewing in what. caſe' they 
| ought not to eat,viz. in caſe ofany ſcrupulous 


' nicity ofa weak Chriſtian : But if any mait| 
, Ay. unto you this is offcred in ſacrifice un-] 


to Idols ; catnot: and the cauſe why they 


muſt then abftame is added viz. for his ſake | 


that ſhewed it , and for his conſcience onely : 


As if rhe" Apoſtle had faid; although for any | 


matrer of conſcience in; your fclves ' ye may 
lawfully cat of meats offered to Idols, having 


free liberty ro do the fame: yet if any weake | 
/ ſome fintutneſs i 


chriſtian fcraplc as conceiting ſome finfulne 

cating things ſacrificed unto Idols, when there 
is none: then ye ought ro have fo much Chri- 
ian charitytowards ſuch-as to forbear,rather 
then by cating to give offence, or by your ex-' 


ample ] 


0. *  * Al! Meats areLawfull., tor 
ae | ample to draw any to cat againſt his. corn- 
nd | feience, whereby his conſcience by cating may 
ad |'be defiled. 1.3 

of | 3- Forthe third particular , as theſe Texts 
he |ſuficiently cleer op che pornt in what reſpe&s 
ut | we are commanded toeat, and in what 
+1 | reſpedts to abftaine' from eating. theſe meats 
1y| facriticed to Idols vis. 'in reſpe&t of our own 


Fi! 


is [conſcience , or for any matter of religion, os 
yet 


t6 | piety mn may cat without offence ; an 
repif any weak Chriftian Gamble at ic as conje-' 
of |: uring any il therein, in that re{pcQ, 
1 or. in. point of charity they. .ought 
{to forbeare 5 onely. to, condeſcend unto 
$1 or comply with their weakneſs that they 
if | might-not offend or diſcourage them in their 
{| profeTion of Chriſtianity , until their better 
Gowlodee of their lawtullneſs. to. car thereof 
do give them better. ſatisfa&ion : ſo] hope 
this thye che matter is put paſt [diſoute, . 
'that the: Apoſtles praftice as in other placgs 
"before declared, foin 4&,.15. was onely:-' 
cording to this command to condeſcend and 
in (ome meaſur2 to comply with the weak- 
neſs of thoſe Chriſtians at Antioch, the bettee 
to continue them in their profeſſion wkhovr 
tumbling or offence , til their berter ſtrength 
in faith, and knowledge could afford theny 
more abillity to diſcerne the truth of this 
| their Chriſtian liberry , and that the true and 
| H 3 genuine 


— 
Un. 
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$ terpretation thereof, and to ſet forth the true, 
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genuine ſtnce , intention, and meaning of that| 


place was-onely to this and to no other end of|® 
purpoſe : viz; not in the leaſt meaſure 'intens ve 
ded, to continue, as a ftanding Ordinance, or | - 
generall binding precepr.to all chriſtians undes|P* 
the Goſpell withour any diſtin&ion, or res d 

0 


ſpe& had to perſons, or conditions ta abſtain 
from any of thoſe kinds of meats. 


—— _—_— a 


—— —_— 


+. al 


- CHAP: KM - 


Mo All the” aforeſaid particulars againe full 
; |-* Cleered from 1 Cor, 8.ch. x 
A Nd now alchough there hath been ſuffi- 
cicnt ſafd in vindication of thoſe Texts 

in A&. 15. from the. Antipedobaptiſts miſin- 


ſence and meaning of the ſame : yet to put all 
out of doube, andto cleer all which hath 

ſaid, I ſhall yer repeat one: portion of 
Scripture for full ſatisfa&ion viz,  * 


4 
. © *® 


I Cor. 8. chap. v. 1. Now as touching things 


offered to Tdols we know that we all bave' know- | 
ledge =» Now whiat is this knowledge? 1s it | 


that we'ought not to eat thereof ? no. queſti- 
onleſs :- but the contrary as appeareth v. 4. 
' As concerning ' therefore ' the eating of thoſe 


things , that are offered in ſacrifice unto Idols | 


we 
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ac| we know that an Idole'is nothing in the 
(World; and that there is noneiother God but 
nd pne. So alle v. 6. a | | 

or || - Here is ſufficient ſaid already to cleer the 
eg [Point - for if an, Idol.is nothing, then-to things 
eg] offered to Idols can be nothing alſo; and this 
in|is that , knowledge, - which the Apoſtle 
———— 

As if he had faidithe very conſideration, 
that there is but one God, and that an Idot is 
;J nothing in the world , is ſufficient to ivftru& 
-[us-with. this knowledge, that it is nov the eat- 
h ing or abſtaining from meats: though offcred 

| to Idols, wheby we can performe fervice to 
_ | God; for they well-knew, that God isa ſpirit 
[and he. will beſerved in-ſpirit and in truth, 


- a 


ol, 


| Fob, 4. 24. It is ſpiritual! ſervice, by a feving 
' | faith-in Chriſt, Foh-. 64:35, 40,'47+ by lifting 


pp our ſouls dayly unto God in prayers, prayſes, 
fa Foculetions x. Theſ. 5. 17, 18; and by 
1 doing to-.men no:otherwiſe: than we would 
e | that that they ſhonld' do. to us Luk, 6. 31. 
| (for this is the whole duty of man, Mat. 22: 36, 
to 41.) whereby wa muſt endeavour to ſerve, 
and plcaſc-him, and to:obtaine' life and ſalva- 
{ tion, ; and; not by the cating or abſtainin 
from meats: as.if the Apoſile, I fay or thoſe 
| Corinthians had ſaid, this is that knowledge, 
"| that we have 3- But meat commendeth us mot $0 
| God, for neither if we eat are we the better, 
neither 
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neither if me eat not are we the worſe; verſe giÞþr! 
. And fare itis a ſottiſh fimplicity'for any{<þi 
to __— otherwiſe, and a ftrange deluſion; thi 
Satan tiſat rationall men, eſpecially Chriſtians. 
ſhould be poſſeſt with fo fond an opinion,that|E 
men {hoald be better or worſe in the fight 6] 
Gad for eating of not cating meats under the ic 
Goſpell, which (as the Apoſtle faith Idols ars}fiic 
nothing, ) ſo mutt likewiſe be nothing , ſecing}Þo 
they periſh in the uſeing ,- and cannot com- 
mend us unto God. M73 HESS-- Fl 
And therefore Calvix on that 4.verſe faith; [ur 
that the knowledge meant there by the Apo» 
le of thoſe Corinthians was, Tdolum inant Ile: 
eſſe humgni cerebri figmentum , ideoque pro ni- |- 
bilo reputandum efſe 3: proinde. confecrationem | G 
que fit Idoli nomiue jtultam eſſe imaginationen, |' 
O& autlize momenti :' non pollui igituy homrinem | 
Chriftianum, qui abſque I4oli Religione Idolox, | 
thytis veſtatur : That'an Idole was but the vain | 
Ggment ofa humane-braine, and therefore to || 
be reputed for uothing:: and that for thay 
cauſe of Deyotion , which is made in the. 
name of an Idol, is but a: fooliſh imagination; | 
and of no moment. : and therefore © that a | 
Chriſtian man is not polluted, who without] 
adoration of the Idole,. cateth meats offered | 
unto Idoles. ies daget 
| But it1s hereto benoted out of this '8. v. | 
compared with the 7. v. and the agg 
F ig one?" 7"""" og 


C 
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J3ÞÞre alfo that Iddlothytes being the Apoſtles 
yithict ſubject of difcourſe in this Chapter is 
chiefly the meat, which the Apoſitle in this 
1818. verſe ſpeaketh of, as not commending us to 
itj6od by the cating or nor cating of the ſame. 
offrom whence and from the reſt of this chap- 
s|ter. we may bchold the whole matter in que- 
'$ſſion in irs feverall particalars cleerly held 
# [forth unto us, . 

| V. 7. Howbeit there 31 not in every man that 
'Fknowledge ; for ſame with conſcience of the Idol 
1 [unto this hour eat it , as a thing offered unto au 
- = , and their Conſcience being weak, is defi- 
fe fled © Ds he ON” | 
| V. 8, But meat commendeth us mot to 
#1 God &c. Gs before cited.) - 

» | V.9. But take beed leaſt by avy means leaſt 
8 [#his liberty 'of your become'a ſtumbling block ta 
« [them'that are weak. Ds 
| Y:" 10; For if any man ſeee thee which haſt 
d | knowledge fit at meat in the Idol Temple, ſhall 
e|werthe conſcience of him that is weake be em- 
: 
J 
; 


Ys _ to eat thoſe thirigs, which are offercd to 
|| V1. And through thy knowledge ſhall the 
1] weak brother periſh, for whom Chriſt dyed. 

'+ V. 12. But when y# fin ſo againit the brethren 


Chrift. | 
V, 13. Wherefore if meat make thy brother to 
offend 


and wound their weak conſcience, ye ſin againſt | 


3, 


——— _ 


> _ yy —- = — __ — = 
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lf _ abſtaine from mats offered to. Idols $&&c. But 


—_—— 


- 
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offend, I will eat no fleſh while the world and; 
eth leaſt I make my brother to offend, ? - 
From all which we may cyidently collegh 
theſe particulars: — F 
3. Tha ic is lawful to cat chings offered tal: 
1. Becayſe thers is free liberty to do t 
ſame as appeareth v. g, - ET Þ 2 
' 2, Becauſe there are: ſome who knowingſ* 
that an Idol 1s nothing V. 4 re allowed | ” 


% 


fit ar, meat in the Idols. Temple y. 1. h 1 
3- Becaulc it is through che knowledge offi 
ſome, who may therefore eat withour anylj 
Checks of conſcience, that other weak Chrizh,, 
Rians being emboldned, defile their confeiencgly; 
*V. 1O, Il. "oy | : to 
; Therefore itis, cleerly againſt Scripture,agly 
rcaſon.to deny (uch as are ſound .in the fairly 
liberty: ro cat even things offered to: Idols ly 
And it we have liberty, to.cat of thoſe, mears,|* 
erg of things frangled or made of, 
RA: Eo oh. 
Secondly, $0 that. the. ſecond. concluſion - 
that we may cleerly colle& from this chaps 
ter is :. that the true ſence of that placcin 


C 
Ad. 15. cannot be a perpetuall binding pres. p 
fi 
i 
t 
; 


ae 
I } 
73 n 


cept. to. all, Chriſtians, under-the. Goſpell ro 


that theſe opinioniſts miſinterpretatjon. there. 
of, ſo is hercby clecrly over thrown : -becauſe 
thoſe 
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; MWoſe that have knowledge may lawfully ear, 
all Thicdly-as it hereby appeareth, what is not 
Se ſence: of that place fo it is as cleer from 
j Fence - what is the the true ſence thereof : 
$3z. A charitable condeſcention to weak 
Phriſtians , that they became not. an offence 
Unto them : becauſe the fame is here clecrly 
; ommanded v. g, 10, 11, 12, 13. before cited, 
31 And therefore Seb, Meyer on v, 13. faith 
ncludit ex diftis ſuo exemplo, ob fratram in- 
Wrmorum charitatem ne dum Idolotbytis ſed eti- 
Man carnibus inunivetſum Cquibus alias veſci 
Mhcer eſt abſtinendum. He (vis. the Apoftle ) 
ſfoncludeth: out of what he had aid before 
wich his qwn example, that for- charity ſake 
wards weak brethren men ogphe to ab- 
ainc, not ondy from thivgs offered to Idols, 
(hoc allo from all kindes of ficth (which others 
S{uiſe ic 1s lawfull for them cocat.) 
%1: I a word, the fumme of all that may be 
of toncluded from this chapter is this viz,, 
\[Fhavthere is a ſence wherein thoſe primitive 
h|Chriftianswightlawfully cat thoſt meats; that 
is: fay thoſe that are: ſtrong ih fkith, - and 
t had knowledge might lawfully eat, thereof, 
*| If they thereby gave no offence to weakChri- 
I ftians : and in this ſence it was not the leaſt in- 
{| tention of the Apdſiles in that'15, of the Ads 
*| to command any ſuch to abſtaine from thoſe 
* | meats , nor any true or genuine ſence or ſcope 
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of the place. And aghine there is a fenj 
wherein weak Chriſtians might forbeare, oh 
wit, by [reaſon of their weakneſs ; yea an 
ſtrong Chriſtians ovght to forbcare, leaſt thaſh 
ſinned againſt Chriſt, that they- might cond 
ſcend to ſuch Chriftians weakneſs +: leaſt by- 
their cating they cauſed them to finne by proj” 
ſuming upon their example againſt their con 
ence to do the like. TRE © 
And therefore Calyin on the 10,.yerſe faithy; 
Utitur Apoſtolus conceſſione, ac (i diceret : eſta 
tu ſcientiam habeas: ſed qui te videt enamſi nulla 
preditus ſit cognitione., tuo-exempli-confirmatu|? 
ad idem audeudum: fine. authore vero nunquam|# 
eo progreſſus foret. Nuuc ubi habet. quem. imis| 
fetur Faris 1#,;mitatione excuſationis ; babere ſel 
pnat, quum tamen agat malaconſciemia. Theſ 
Apoſtle uſcth a conceſſion, as if he ſhould-ſayjſs 
be it fo that rthou-haft knowledge : yet ha]: 
which, ſceth rhee, although he be indued with] 
no knowledge, will be emboldned by thy{ 
example to attempt the ſame thing :'\. when 
without ſome preſident he. would never ga on]: 
fo farre, Bur now he hath one, whom he may] 
inicate, he thinketh that he hath a ſufficient} 
excuſe, when neverthe leſs he may do it with] 
an evill conſcience. - - | 
Audfor this cauſe , or in this ſence it muſt 
then be, that the Apoſtles condeſcended in| 
+ theſe indifferent things to thoſe weak _ 
| tans 
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Wiars at Antioch, to draw them by degrees 
oor the ceremonialf' Law, whereunto they 
WH much adhercd,leaft if they ſhould cat there- 
of againſt their confcience, their conſcience 
they bevy molghe be defited.. And all this- doth 


amghis 1 Cor. 8. ch, hold forth. unto us, 


a dn} BM. th. 


—_— I __ | 


"GU AE aac 


ny A direct method, or orderly proceeding lea- 
mT ding tothe true ſence or ſcope, and right 
"_ underffending of the place, by a. colleFion 
nr from the premiſes .in what ſence, or in 
an phat reſped it {was lawfull to eat thoſe 
_ meats , and in. what ualawfull; withe 
| diſcovery of the raſpneſs of Schiſmatical! 
ll ſpirits inbroaching new doctrines. 
WIA, |] Ow there being one-ſence put upon thax 
heſ:  Flace in 49. 15., which is dire&ly con- 
"Utrary to the Word of God in other'Scrip. 
hyftures: and another ſence thereof by comparing 
lit with other.Scriptures ; 13 direQly agreeable 
H& conſentancous thereunto; The Ouckion is, 
F{ whether fence ought to be taken, ax the cruc, 
MN and propet fence and micaning of the:pſace. , 
hl” Will any be fo ſimply P ons .Or pers. 
cr 1 


| verſe as to imagine, ot offer to maintain, 


i] that to be the'rrue ſence, which is flatly con- 
11 tradifted by ſo many .other Scriptures, and 


8: 1 
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that to be the falſe or wrong ſence , which; 
ſo direQly agreeth nat only with the (everallf 
commandes , but alſo with the very praailgf 
of the Apoſtles in (o matiy places : ©uis be 
antea fando audivit? What is this but to aſſert 
Candida de nigris, & de candentibus atra : to 
afirm darkneſs to be light , and light darkiÞ 
neſs : to chooſe tinne for filver and to afhralff 
that copper is Gold : to take truth for falſe 
hoad, and to ſay that falſchod.is truth2 FP 
Seeing then that in ſome reſpe& s we finde iff 
lawfull'by che word of God, and in other 
reſpeQs unlawfull to eat even of- meats offe«Þ 
red to Idols, yea ſeeing the Scripture dorlif 
evidently diftinguiſh and declare what thoſe 
ſeverall refpeRs are vis, In what reſpe& pri-F 
mitive Chriſtians ought to cat, and in whatf 
- reſpe& they ought to abſtaine from eating} 
. thoſe meats 2 none ſure will be ſo willfully ob 
ſinate as'ro contradif& the Word of God(unÞ 
!cſ&Antifcripturiſts,that ought to behiſt out off? 
all Chriſtian fociety.) but will be willing to be 
direftedby the Word, and to diſtinguith, as if 
diftinultſheth ro allow thoſe Chriſtians liberÞ 
ty to'cap, Sit alloweth, and ro reſtraine thentſf 
onely 3$:it'reftraineth : | and as not .toallowF 
them, where <eScripture reftraineth them # 
ſo not'to reftraine then where the Scripture} 
alfoivedy: For this.were willfully to oppoſe] 
and contradid the Word of God, © © R: P 
ow] 
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4; Now the Word gf God or the Holy-Ghoft 
by the fame in. this 15. of the 4&@. bolderth 
arch a command toabſtaine from- things of- 
.z&&red to Idols ; and in the 1 Cor. 8. 4; 9, 10. 
wand ch. 10. 27, 28, 29. before: cited is free 
raltberty grarted to cat things offered to Idols; 
ele Scriptures ſeeming to contradi& one 
mother, now what.is to be done herein or 
Gow (hall we know which Scriptore'to fol- 
Sw ? ſhall we raſhly cake up with rhe firſt 
*cripture we mect with , and put the fame in 
araRice according to the letter without any 
More adoe, declaring ic prefently ito. be. a ge- 
acrall and perpetuall binding- precept to all 
Chriſtians under the. Gofpell ; without once 
-;onlidering or regarding the matter in hand 
atſoits nature or diftin&tions, or to ſearch our 
gfihe intention or drift ofthe Holy-Ghoft, in 
"Fe place or to compare it with other Scvipe - 
nc 10 ſee:thac no other portion of Scripture 
ffppot the fame, bur haſtily raiſe a concluſion 
it our. own. heads :and:deviſeing, and ſay we 
hee inſpired by. the Holy Ghoſt, and need no 


"loi undeefiand the-Scriprure betrer then the 
wivines that have ftudytd icall their fives -* 
1 $Þ this all. -we have'ro.do, before we: broach 
;ewTenents& breed divitions im the Church, 
bd afterwards muſt look for cavills ro main- 
anc fuctupfiar; opinions and new deviſed * 
WW} :-. do&rine 
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dodrines withall ? And doubtleſs. were tit]; 
this the courſe and all the care that Schiſmai{c 
- . ticall ſpirits take before they vent their fancies]; 
| tothe world, it were Impoſſible, that ſo manyy 
erroneous opinions, and unſound DoAriney 
ſhould (warme abroad to. perplex people l 
mindes. 3. 4v 
; But to retarne : is not this rhe courſe; asſp 
more dire& rationall and folid , that ought 
to be taken for the right underſtanding, as of}. 
other places, ſo of this in A&.i5. bt 
Here we finde a command to abſtaine from{o 
meats offered unto Idols &c.about which hap4ſo 
pily we are ſomewhat diſſatisfied, Now weffi 
know the generall pra&iſe of the Reformedſn 
Churches is to cat all manner of mears , as ac4j{ 
counting them lawfull in point of conſcienceyſy 
<n martter of Religion without excepriog 
any,” 7 87 O35 505 | Hit 
Now the 6cſt thing to be done, ii it be butſy 
in poinr of Civill-diſcretion,is not cafily 10 redſtt 
jetor be drawn off the Churches praQicgt! 
_ unlefſe we finde ſufficient, ground , or reaſon|a] 
' forthe ſame: which that we may try; - 'jn 
- Theſerond thing is ro ſearch the Scripturgſſt 
roſee how we find ather - Scriptures conſens|6 
ting with, or difſenting from: the fame. © | of 
Now after {mall ſcarch :we tinde, as varlety}ce 
of Scriptures all before cited allowing , ' and{di 
" commanding to cat of all meats (o in 1 Cor. Sia: 
| | | 4, 9) IQ ; 
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bt[a, 9, 10. and in 1 Cor. 10. 27, 28, 29. before 
aafcited, we ſee liberty granted to cat thoſe very 
ieg]meats in particular offered'to Idols, which 
ny{were in the former place forbidden : Hence 
alperceiving a ſeeming contradiion between 
Scripture, and Scripture , it is a ſufficient ca« 
vvcatto adviſe us, not to be too raſh in any 
wiprejudicate opinion, before theſe Scriptures 
liebe reconciled, and rightly undeſtood. 
of]. The third thing therefore ro be done will be 
to weigh well,'and confider what is the drift, 
mſor intention of the Holy Ghoſt, or main ſcope 
p4jof thoſe diflonant places : which muſt occa- 
#{fon us to find a difſtintion, in what ſence 
ed{mcats arc commanded in ſome places, and 
c4forbidden in other : for we may (I hope) 
elwarrantably and infallibly conclude, that in 
that ſence, that thofe meats are commanded 
Ain other Scriptures, in that ſence the Apo- 
Jpoſtles contradi& not the eating thereof in 
eiſthat place of AF. 15. and in' that fence, that 
$|thoſe meats are in other places forbidden, or 
Mallowed to be abſtained from, in that, and:in 
'#4no other ſence muſt it be , that thoſe Chri- 
refſtians at Antioch are forbidden to cat thereof; 
mor according to thoſe precepts or examples 
Jof the Apoſtles in other places muſt this pre- 
ty}cept in this lace ifſue forth, and be accor- 
didingly andertitood : and hereby will the truth . 
8]and tryie ſence or {cope of the place evidently 
Q]| . | | appears, 


z 
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appeare:$& this way n0 rationall man can deny, 
Now both theſe ſences appearc, as in other 
places, ſo eſpeciall in thoſe twa ſeverall placaji 
the Corinths laſt cited : in- each where] 
bath thele ſences are continued, and evidently 
expreficd: thax, is,in what reſpe& or by whom| 
thoſe meats offered to Idols might be eaten|| 
and in what reſpe& and by whom they oughyſi 
not, which cannot choaſe but fully determingſ| 
the mater viz. il 
It is evident that all ſuch as have knowledge 
that an Idol is nothing , as is ſufficiently bes 
fare declared, are cammanded , and havgli 
free liberty to cat even of meats offered ta 
Jdals , as appeareth by the 1 Cer. 8. ch. and] 
eb. 10. 27, 29, verſes, and ſain like manner 
all ſuch as have knowledge in Chriſt Circuma|| 
ciizoa is nothing nor. uncircumcifion but q 
new Creature , , that meats defile not, but arej 
Px ,and nothing to be refuſed, maſt needs 
freed likwiſe from Circumcifion, and havaj 
fre: liberty to cat of all meats. | 
And againe all ſuch as through their weak» 
neſs have not this knowledge , that Idols arg 
nothing and circumciſion nothing, but tak 
off:nce thereat , imagining that mieats defilg| 
&c. axe forbidden to eat ſuch meats as apears| 
eth by the 7. chapter of this Treatiſe from 
Ram. 14. 1 Cor. $. &c. | 
Now the queſtion or matter to be enquire 


15, 


/ 
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eny,[is, whether theſe Chyiftians at Antioch were 
thaſe thoſe perfors , that were ftirong well groun- 
aca|dcd chriftians and had: the mw x that an 
eoflidole was. nothing, and that circumcifon was 
ntlyjnothing, and that the ceremoniall Laws which 
,omſconfified in meats was abolithed, and fo had 
tembberty to. cat thoſe meats , and to fit at meat 
glu the Ldols Temple, withoue ſcruple or of 
unglkace , and had therefore no need of any cans 

{deſcention to their weaknels or whether they 
dedwere of thoſe perſons that were weak, and 
beſaot well grounded.in Religion, but were of 
avglthe number of thoſe , that had not the knows« 
] raſkedpe bur with conſcience of the Idol might 
andjat it as a thing offered ro an Idol , and their 
nerkonicience being weak might be defiled 1 Cor, 
meſb. 7, and therefore had nzed of a charitable 
it Condeſcention to their weakneſs to encou- 
areſtage them and draw them on by degrees, 
ediſeaſt they ſhauld tumble , and take offence, 
avahad therefore aught nat to cat, leaſt theo 
|Conſcience were defiled. | 
ak+|-But it js evidgnt that they were. of this latter 
argort, viz.weak unſetled Chrifttans:deftitute of 
akghhis knowledge that circumcifion was noching, 
ileſor they were halſc perſwaded, that they 
arsofight to be Circumciſed, and were faine to 
mend to Jeruſalem about it' A#. 15. 1, 2. ſo 
farce deſtitute of knowledge and Faith to 
redbclicve that the ceremoniall Law was aboli- 
Is, | T3 ſhed, 
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fhed-rhat it occaſioned much difputing about{| 
it v. 7. and deftitute alſo they well mighit bel} 
of the knowledge , that an Idol, or meats|| 
offered to [dols was nothing , they were fot 
lately converted from Idolatry. Þ' 
And therefore it was very neceflary,and ve«y 
ry fuicable :to their weak condition, and tojn 
the word of God, that they ſhould have that{( 
Command.to abſtaine from meats offered ro} 
Idols,. and from things firangled , and fromf| 

blood, leaft by eating their weak conſcience 
ſhould be defiled, And therefore the Apoſtles 
as they adviſed and commanded others Rom 
14+ [3, 15, 21, 22, Ch. 15. T,2. I Cor. 8. gt 
IO, 11, E2, 13. and ch, 10. 28,31, 32, 33. and 
carryed themſelves towards fuch weakeſt 
Chrittians in other places #iz. In Pazls cir-|\ 
cumciting Timothy AF. 16. 3. mm ſhaving his]: 
head 4G. 18. 18. in preparing himſelfe to! 
obſerve the Law, A. 21. 26, 27- all before{( 
at large inſiſted upon , ſo accordingly carryed( 
they themſclves rowards theſe Chriſtians ar| 
Antioch in condeſcending to their- weaknefy|i 
to abſtaine from"theſe meats, : 

Sceing then (to ſumme up all this ) that the 
Word of God lo cleerly diftinguiſheth, who! 
who may [awfully eat even of meats offercd.toji 
Idols &c. viz. ſuch as have this knowledge 

above meniioned and who may not eat ; v7. 
ſuch as are-weak Chriſtians, and have nor thig| 
| knowledge] 
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outſknowledge : and ſeeing theſe Chriſtians at 
© be[Antioch ſo evidently appeare to be of this 
eats|hatter ſort viz. weak Chriſtians, that have not 
e ſoſthis knowledge, and therefore for that cauſe 

{were commanded to abftaine: will. any'be ſo 
ve«|willfull, fo ignorant, or void of reaſon as to 
| to|maintaine that becauſe theſeChriſtians by rea- 
hat|n of their weakneſs , and want of know! 
| roſwere-commanded to abſtaine , that therefore 
omſfrong Chriſtians , or ſuch as then had, or novy 
nceſhave knowledge , rhat meats are nothing ; are 
texgſeommanded: to abftaine. from thoſe meats, 
om;[when the Apoſtle commandeth ſuch:to eat 
. 9;|ſhereof, without asking any queſtion-for con- 
ndfcience fake, unleſs any fuch weak 'Chriſtian 
akeſtake exception, or ſtumble at ſuch cating ? 
ir-|What is this but -ignorantly to.confound-the 
his|Scripture;, - or willfully 'to: oppoſe and -wreſt 
tothe Word of God ? eſpecially if after they 
Ireſcome to underftand the truth-hereot,:they 
ediſhall ſaffer 'Satan tro infuſe into their. hearts @ 
 arſSpirit of malice and oppoſition, wherein'they 
efs|will no doubt be aſſiſted and ſtirred up)out ,of 
a heart impatient of convidtion, to lay,about 
hahem: for a thouſand -Cavills to pervert the 
hoſtruth..unlefs they ſhall earneſtly pray unta.the 
to]God of truth for an humble ſpirit patiently 
g«to ſubmit unto the ſame. "0g 
'S, 0 | 3: :*- OW 
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CHAP. XV. 
\ A Concluſion comprizing a compendium of 


the whole matter. 


0 conclude then from the whole we 
2 this. colle&, That we find the come 


ſomepgenera}l, ſome particular , (ſome -permas 
nefit'or perpetvall:, ſome tranſient or tempo« 
ra!l. The. generall, and permanent, -or:perpe- 
uall Commands'ofGodare chiefly the'morall 


Law, (although we are freed from +therigo« | 


rous cxa&ion thereof by Chriſt Joh..8: 36. 
Rom. 6. 14+ and 7. 23, 24, 25- and; 10. 4+ 
Gat. 3. 24, 25.) and 'the Evangelicall:Law'in 


all commands that reſpe& faith, and \obedi= | 


enceinand to Jeſus Chrift, The particular 
and temporary commands of 'Goed-. were 
chiefly the cercmoniall Law , which by the 
death of Chrift was aboliſhed, as is before 
declared; and theſe temporary precepts un- 
der the Goſpel, whereby the Apoſtles | ſome- 
times took-upon'themſelves, and admoniſhed 
others'to condeſcend' to the weaknefle of new 
Converts to the faith.of Jeſus Chrift, :as'hath 

been before declared. 
So that with the Learned we ſay , that this 
Command 
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mands of God 'inhis word two fold viz, | 


ne a Þ 0 3 + & SS  +Þ. ; 
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Command to theſe Chriſtians at Antioch, was 
onely Temporale praceptum , given to thoſe 
Chriſtiat Gentiles &c, by the Apoſtles as a 
condeſcemion to their weakneſs pro tempore, 
to preſerve unity till they: 'had attained to a 
— meaſare of knowledge of theie- Qhri- 

ian liberty, that they might x02 ronfeſtime 
fed ſenſime vel paulatim, not rafily but by de» 
grees wean them from idolatrous worſhip, {6 


| from thoſe ceremoniall obſervations, where» 


mmto they found them fo much adhereing, 
leaft for want of knowledge ' they might take 
offence, or their weak conſcience by cating 
be defiled. And therefore we affirme that this 


command of the Apoſtles to theſe weak Chris 


ſtians could not be nor was'not at all by theny 
intended, as a perpetuall binding precept co 
all or any well grounded Chriftians under th#. 


Gofſpell to abftaine from thoſe meats , who 


knew -cheir freedome from any pollution by 
the ſame, - ſacing all ſuck as have knowledge 


have free liberty, and are commanded . to car 


of all ſorts of meats yea even of things offered 
to Idols, not asking any queſtion: for con-: 
ſcience ſake; unleſs any weak Chriftian rake 
offence therear, And all this 1 hope- by this 
time appeareth Meridians Fubare clarius by 


what hath been before delivered. 


And that this was onely a temporall Com- 


mand , as is here declared , agreeth C avian on 
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Ad. 15. 28. where he faith, Nam de rebus per 
ſe neceſſariis leges oportet eſſe perpetuas. Atqui|i 
legem hanc,ſimul ac ceſſavit tumultus & contens- | 
1:0, ſcimus 4 Paulo refixam eſſe, ubi docet nihil 
eſſe immundum,&+ quibuſlibet veſci cibis, etiam 
qui Idolis effent immolati, liberum & licitum 
facit 1Cor. 8.8. & 10. 19. Quare ex hac 
voce inanem pretextum captant ad ligandas | 
conſcientias , quum neceſsitas de qua nunc agi«. 
tur 40a nifi ad homines reſpeum habuevet in ex« 
terno uſu , ne ſcandalum inde naſceretur : c0- 
ram Deo autem intada conjtaret libertas, For 
concerning things neceflary in themſclves, it 
behoveth that the Lawes be perpetuall, but | 
we know, that this Law, ſo ſoon as the tu« 
mult and contention-ceaſed, was-by Paul re | 
pealed, where he teacheth that nothing is un- 
clean, and maketh it :free and lawfull to car 
any meats even ſuch. as are facrificed unto 
Idols x Cor. 8. 8. and 10. 19; wherefore from 
this word (Neceflary) they lay hold upon| 
a. vaine pretence to bind mens conſciences, 
when the neceſſity which is here ſpoken of 
can have no reference to men , but in the cx+ 
ternall uf, leaft an offence ſhould grow theres | 
by , when. in the fight of God their liberty 
ſtood untouched, | 
Now if it be urged, that this being an E-| 
vargelicall Command , becauſe given urder| 
the Goſpel], ought therefore to be obſerved | 
as 
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ber [g-perpetuall ; That will not follow : for as 
1u6/[here were particular Commands given under 
2n- jthe Law which were not perpetuall ; fo were 
hil here under the Goſpell : as to Inftance in one 
an2 br two under the Law. | ; 
wm | The Lord commanded Abraham to offer up 
bac [iſaac his ſonne unto him for a burnt offering 
las Gen: 22. 2. not in the lcaſt intending the per- 
zi=.getuity of that Command in futnre ayes to 
ex« [do the like : Bathe being the Lord of life, that 
co= [gave life to every living Crearure. might law- 
or fully require the life of his creatures, when 
, It find by whom he pleaſed. 

ut | - Againe he commanded rhe Ifſraclites to 
tas orrow of the Egyptians Fewells of Silver , and 
r&+ [fewells of Gold Exod. 11. 2. whereby the E- 
= [pyptzans were ſpotled ch. 12. 36. yet mended 
eat [not to perpetuatethis command as a prefident 
to [ſor future Imitation. But the earth being the 
»MM [Lords,and the fullaeſs thereof Deit.rO.14.Pſal. 
on 24.1, 1Cor.10.26,'he might lawfully diſpoſe of 
es, [rhe Egyptians and their goods,as pleaſed him- 
of [ſelfe withonrt the Leaſt impeachment of his 
x» [Juſtice by any upon perill of extream blaſphe- 
re-|my : but to the point, 

ty] To be bricf under the Goſpel our Saviour 
Chriſt giveth a command to his Apoſtles 
E-|Mat. 10.9. ſaying provide neither Gold nor 
ler |S;lver nor Braſſe in your purſes v. 10. Nor ſcrip 
e« | for your journey, neither two coats, neither ſhoves, 
as | 0r 
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#or yet ſtaves 2 yet this command was not per. 
petuall : For in Lk, 22. is that command by: 
our Saviour againe repealed v. 36. Then faid 
he unto them: But be that hath a purſe let him 
take it, and likewiſe his ſcrip t and he that hath 
#0 ſword let bim ſell his garment and buy one. 

So although the Apoftles in A4&. 15. gave 
a command to thoſe Chriftians at Antioch tg 
abſtaine from thoſe meats , yet could not the 
ſame , nor was it intended to be a perpetual 
binding precept to all Chriſtians : in regard as 
Calvin well obſerved ,as hath been heretofore 
delivered , that'command was by the Apoſtle] 
Paul repealed, in 1 Cor. 8. andch. 10. 25, 27, 
28, 29. where there is free liberty granted to þ 
_ cat of thoſe very meats offered to Idols, and | 
therefore of the reſt thar were in A. 15, 
prohibited as alſo in allſuch places of Scrips 
care, as hold forth all things pare ; nothing| 
vncleane; and nothing to be refuſed 8&c. bes| 
fore cited. . | 

And therefore the late prafice of any in|] 
prohibiting ſuch meats at this day to knows|| 
ing Chriftians evidently appearech to be al, 
meer foppery, plainely to be 638a0Jpnoxeiar af 
mezr ſuperſtition , or will-worſhip and that|| 
they. cither ignoramly , or wiltully wreſt the. 
Scripture, and groſly abuſe the Word of God]i 
to maintain and uphold this their fond an 


erroneous opinion: of which we may fayj: 
aS| 


—_— 
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re 188 Hilary doth (Hilar. 11 Pſal. 64.) of Ab- 
by [finence from fleſh in Lent, that it is altoge- 
#4 (ther vaine and fooliſh, and reſpe& of the 
im [cauſes of their ſaperſticion,it is alſo miſerable. 


—_—— 


CHAP. XVL 


7 The firſt Objettion ruifed and anſwered for 
| the more full Tllyſtration of this Truth. 


Owit remaineth for the cleering of the 
1 VN point,to remove ſome ſuch Remora's of 
[Objefions as to ſomermayſcemao ſtop the 
19 ſrourſe or corrent ofthis truth , andxr0-diſpel! 
nd [ch Olouds-as pehaps may be raifed up 'to 
offaſcarte or eclipſe the ifplendor of this-expo- 
tion, orfence delivered. 
- Obje&. And firſt perhaps it may be -obje- 
*|&cd, that this command toabftaine 'from the 
_ [blood of the Creatures is 'not onely formd 
 18[here.omder the Goſpell., and in the Ceremo - 
Wa[niallLaw'ſer down by-Moſes.Lev. 7. 26. but 
2 4]atſo.is of more Antiquity than Moſes himſelf: + 
» a[for wefmd the Lord himſclfe giving the ſame 
hat rommand Gen, 9, inthe thme of Noab » many 
theſhundred 'yearcs before 'the dayes of Moſes, 
r0d[ayhere hefaith | | 
V. But fleſh with the life thereof, which as 
ſay}the blood thereof ſhall yu not eat, 

| —— LT St) 
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So {hat this ſeemeth not to be a CeremoJ th 
niall inſtication, being given ſo long beforgth t 
the time that Moſes wrote the ceremonial|Þ@0 
Law: and therefore to praice the fame nowþ#11! 
by all Chriſtians under the Goſpell is not roficed 
revive the ceremoniall Law, as hath been be-pow 
fore alleadged, but in obedience unto ſuch av 
Command under the Goſpell, as the peopl pfe 2 
performed the ſame in obedience unto'a:com-PM! 
mande given them by God himkelfe , {o long if 
before the time of Moſes, who wrote the fe-Pnct 
verall Ordinances and Inſtitutions of the Cee|ffrc 
remontiall Law, err me: 
Anſ. This Obje&ion indeed is ſcarce worthy take 
either the making or the anſwering; for ie|ſtat 
can hardly be propounded for anſwering it | 
(clfe. For what thongh' thoſe many, and]\2" 
diverſe Ordinances . of the Ceremoniall Law, hib 
were not recorded, till the time of Moſes, ["* 
when Gods choſen :people were multiplyed, wh 
and to be ſet in a way of worſhip, and ſervice |<< 
totheir God : It doth nor'thence follow, that |" 
' the Ceremoniall Law-was not in uſe before the 
the time of Moſes, ' for: that it was in uſe even tia 
from the beginning is apparent not onely by | 
the Lord's commanding Noah , not to eat the lv 
blood of the Creatures ; bur alſo by. the fa- | 3: 
crifices offered by Noah, Gen. 8. 20: and fo |: 
| upwards even to the offering of Cain, and 
Abel, Gen. 4. Sacrifices being a principall pay bo 
: O 
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fcthe Ceremoniall Law : whereby it appear- 
Kh that the Ceremoniall. Law was in force 
nd uſc even from the beginning, and fo ab- 
Faining from blood as & part thereof. As in- 
Jecd ir was requiſite that thoſe Types', tha- 
Howes and offerings of attonement for Gods 
;pcoplc ſhould even from rhe beginning be in 
pfe and ſo continue, till Chriſt which was the 
Antirype, true ſubſtance, aud all ſufficient Sa- - 
krifice ſhould come, by whoſe offering himſelf 
once for all, all thcſe Types, ſhadowes and 
keremoniall Sacrifices, and obſeryatiohs of 
meats and the like ſhould be aboliſhed ane 
[taken away, as needleſs and, uſelefſe in a Chri- 
[tian Charch. 
| For the reaſon why Gods people under the 
[Law as th Gen. 9. 4. Lev. 7. 26,27, were pro- 
[hibited to car of the blood of the creatures, is 
manifcſt, viz. becauſe the lite of the creatures, 
which was in the blood , was given to the 
people to offer tor their lives, or to make an 
Attonement for their ſoules Heb. 5.7, 13, 22, 
therefore it was the will and pleaſure of God, 
that his people ſhould not ear of the blood, 
or litc which was to be an expiation for theic 
lives and for their ſoules, as appeareth Ley. 
3. v. 3, $, 13. compared with », 17, and cſpe- 
cially Lev. 17. 10, L1. 
V. 10. And whatſoever man therg be of the 
bouſe of Iſrae{ , or of the ſtrangers that ſojuurne 
among 
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among you that cateth any manner of blood KG 
will even ſet my face againſt that ſoul, thihri 
eateth blood and will even cut him off frc 
among his people. . 8 
V. 11. For the life of the fleſh is in the bloc 
 andl have given it to you uponthe Altay 1 
" make an Attonement for your ſoules : fon it 
the blood that makgeth an Attonement for th 
. foul, | 
j V, 12. Therefore I ſayd unto the children 
Tſrael ; na ſoul of you ſhall eat blood; meiths 
op any ſtranger that ſojourneth among you eaſhhe ' 
od. 3 | 
And therefore this js the very reaſon , tha 
they were commanded in the next verſe v. 13 
to poure out the blood of beaſts and fouls 
that were caught and might be eaten , vizh 
- jr being in the time of the law, the blood was 
the Attonement for their ſoules untill tha 
comeing and paſsion of Jeſus Chriſt. h 
But Chriſt the very image and true ſube|co1 
ſtance ſhaddowed our by thoſe legall Types| 4 
being come, and offering up himſelfe once forthe; 
all Heb. 9. 25, 26, 28.nnd 10, 12,14. where*|d 
by all thoſe legall oblations, Types, and ſha-|ibe 
dowes were taken away Heb, 10.9, 18. and{{rc: 
ch. 8. 13, and ſhedding his precious blood| 3 
Heb 9.12. as an onely and alſuftcient Atcone-{a#d 
ment for the ſaulcs of mzn, whzreby the of Þmx 
fering and ſprinkling of the blood of Bulls, an 
© 
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Goats, &c. which typified the blood of 
©hriſt, ceaſed thereby to be any longer an 
ttonement for the ſoul Heb. 10. 1, 2, 4. 
What ſence or reaſon can there be for the 
Srohibition of meats made of blood any lon- 
, but onely upon the grounds before de- 
rered, 
# For Sublata cauſa tollitur effefius The caule 
chat Prohibition to eat the blood of che 
reatures was; becauſe the blood of the 
reatures Was offered as an Attonement for 
he Saul ; but all ſuch offerings being ceaſed 
4nder the Goſpell, and utterly taken away by 
ie offering of Chriſts moſt precious blood, 
that prohibition to cat things conf=&ed of 
$lood. muſt likewiſe ceaſe, and be aboliſhed -_ 
4 is evidently confirmed from Col, 2, | 
| FY. 16. Let no man therefore judge you ipt 
meat, or in drink &c. _ 

V.17. Which are the ſhadow of things to 
come , but the body is of Chriſt. 
| Heb,9.9. Which was a feonre of the time. 
then preſent, in which were offered both gifts 
Jed $acrifices, that could mnt make bim that did 
(the Service perfect as pertaining to the Conſcie 
fence. 
| Y. 10. Wbich ſtood onely in meats and drinks 
land divers wathings, and carnall Ordinances 
mpofed on chem riil the time af reformation, 
F, Il. But Chri't being come, an Highs- 

; Prieff 
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Prieſt of good things to come by a greater anſj\" 
more perfect Tabernate not made with hangs 
that is to ſay not of this building, que 
V. 12. Neither by the blood of Goats, and|#5 
Calves : but by his own blood he entred in ontgM0 
_ into the holy place having obtained eternall re&|unc 
demption for us. [ſn 
What can be more cleer for here we (ſw 
plainely that thoſe Gifes and Sacrifices , of|dcc 

Cercmoniall obſervations ( Nam idem valalÞ 
atque quod addit proximo verſu, Geremonig|la 
omnes impoſitas fuiſſe uſque ad temipus correciq:[0w 
1i5 faith Calvin on the 9, verſe. ) which ftoad(dlc: 
1n meats and drink# and carnall Ordinancey|th« 
were impoſcd on them , and ſo were to con-|:: * 
tinue, but untill the time of reformationſabc 
when Chriſt by bis own blood, once entred,Jne 
and obrained eternall redemption for us : 60 
But the abſtinence from theſe meats and[Je" 
the blood of the Creatures were Cercmoniall|fc- 
obſervations, which ſtood in meats and cars|abe 
nall ordinances 2 or 
Therefore it was impoſed on them, or waj|wl 
to continue but untill the time of Reformati-|b0 
on , or the coming and paſſion of Jeſu 
Chriſt. | 
And therefore Bucerws on Rom. 14. 14.| 
faith as if che Apoſtle had faid Moſes quidem| 
cibos quoſdam defignavit impuros, quibus veſci 
nefas erat;quoſaam mundos quibus veſci fas erat. 
Nuns] 


\ 
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Nunc ſcio, & perſuaſum habeo Chriſti afflatu, 
Ileui carnalem legis partem prorſus abolitam vult 
quod nihil ſuapte natura impurum : ſed mun= 
{|dos eſſe ommes Cibos ideoque liberos tibi relinquo. 
Moſes indeed pointed out certaine meats as 
«uncleanc, which it was unlawfull, or an of- 
;[fence to cat's others: 'as cleane, which it-was 
«[awfall cocat. Now E know and am perſwa- 
g(d<d'by the infpiration of Chrift , of whom ir 
als his [pleaſure , that the :carnall part: :of the 
z|Law be uterly aboliſhed , that nothing in its 
zlown.natureis uncleane, butt that all mcats arc 
qens 'and therefore I leave them free for 
[tees .: ct | Fr 
T. So that all theſe ' things conſidered, to goe 
jibout to maintaine a prohibition. of theſe 
[meats as a generall binding precept under the 
Goſpell; can be no: better 'than to bring ina 
{[ſewiſh cuſtome, to revive or endeavour to 
[]re-eftabliſh the Ceremoniall Law, ſo long ago 
;|aboliſbed, or.to maintaine a vine ſuperſtition 
or will-worſhip in the Chriftian Church: 
[whereby ſuch wander out beyond the trae 
[bond of faith. Theoph. in 13, ch. ad Heb. 
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--CHA P. XKVIL 


A ſecond Objedtion raiſed and anſwered 
to cleer the Text. 


Bri: wherefore ſhould that of Fornication, . 
being a Breach of the Morall Law, which|fo 
is perpetuall and fo cannot be denyed to be x 
perpetuall -precept alſo, being the ſeaventh dl[hat 
the Decalogue, be here incerted amongft thelt]the 
concerning meats, but that it thereby ap+[pic 
peareth that they alfo are perpetuall, ' andre 
ought as well as it to continue, as binding toſpec 
. all Chriſtians ? why ſbould theſe be but teme|- 
porall, ſecing that is perpetuall ? :; "oof 
Auf. I anſwer: Could abſtinence from meats}if 
be proved to be a moral} Precept ſome thing|no 
might be ſaid for irs perpetuicy. Bur ic being| 
Ceremoniall (alrhough being under the Goſ-|Br 
pell it was (o bur uſu extern, and (o not really|ſco 
ceremaniall, beauſe not typicall) and theres|pe 
fore however temporall : It will not follow|eca! 
by any manner of good Conſequence that the|int 
Perpetuity of one Precept, becauſe it is joy+|{el 
ned with cemporall precepts, ſhould therefore] ca 
make them perperuall alſo : for whar ſence] vic 
were it , or good conclution could it be taſth 
ſay, that where or becauſe a morall precept,| rai 
which is perpetuall, is mentioned among|fat 
Ceremonial 


f 


) 
) 
) 
| 
| 
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Ceremoniall precepts , which were temporall, 


| there,or tliercfore thoſe Ceremoniall precepts 


moſt be perpetuall.. Such intermixion of mo- 
tall, and ceremoniall precepts we finde , Lev. 
19. eſpecially verſes, 19, 20, 26, 27, 2$, 29, 
zo. yet who will conclude thoſe ceremoniall 
recepts , becauſe mixed with morall, there« 
ho to be perpetuall, which co do indeed 
were as great fimylicity, as for a man that 
hath one piece ofGold among many of Silver, 
therefore to conclude that all his Silver are 
pieces of Gold : or becauſe a man of an hun- 
dred years of Ape liveth among younger 
people, therefore they all muſt be as old as he. 
\ Rep!. But why then was the prohibition 
of fornication Inſerted there among the reft, 
if the prohibition of the reſt as well as it were 

not-to remain perpetuall. 
- Auſw. To this we may anſwer with 
Brentius, on Ad. 15. 20. Alia fuit cauſa, cur 
ſcortationem reſiceret in eorum ordinem , que 
per ſe non erant illicita, It was for another 
eau © that (the Apoſtle Fames) pat fornication 
Into the Rank of thoſe things which in them- 
ſclves were.not unlawfall &c. which was be= 
cauſe rhoſe Gentiles were ſo addiAed to thas 
vice and the propenſity of their Inclination 
thereunro was ſuch : that they ler looke the 
raines, of their inordinate defires to the ſatis- 
ion of their own corrupt laſts, and were 
K 2 carricd 
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carried with full career into the fame. Neque 
enim id vitio Gentibus dabatur hominum Fu- 
dicio (faith Bullinger on the ſame place) (quis 
etiam contaminatiſmus hac ſpurcitie foret. Yea 
fo common was rhat vice among them which 
is called Concubinatue, being the vice as Calvin 
hath it which is here meant, & cujus tantam 
conſuetudinem ſibi fecerant gentes, ut propemos 
dum inftar legis foret. And therefore the 
Apoſtles judged it neceſſary. to put ſome curb 


or reſtraint upon them by adding this precept | 
among the reſt againft that fin of fornication, 


Repl. But if the Text be a condeſcention 


of the Apoflles to thoſe weak Chriftians, then 


that of fornication, ſeeing it is in the ſame 
Text will be made onely a condeſcention like- 
_ wiſe; which cannot be. | 
Anſw. I ſay not, neither at all intended,tha 
whole Text to be a condeſcention but onely 
the Apoſtles A& or carriage towards them 
In reference to the Abftinence from thoſe 


meats; which being the chief ſubje& of this 


diſcourſe are ſufficiently before proved in 
what reſpe& lawfull to be eaten,by comparing 


the ſame with other Scriptures : that of | 


Fornication onely being thought by the 
Apoſtles very neceſſary to be added, or in- 
ſer <d among{ the reſt,in regard of theſe Gen- 
til-s propentity thereunto, $& ignorance there. 
of ro be a fin :; not that either the ſame _— 

c 


; 
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be a Temporary condeſcention,but a perpetu- 


, [al Command , nor the other a perpetoall 


Comand to all, but a charitable condeſcenti- 
on to them by reaſon of their weakneſs. For it 
s not the intermixing of temporary and per- 
petuall commandes together (as is before ſaid) 
that can change them one into another : nei- 


[ther ought we by their intermixtion, or inter- 
location among one another to Judge them 
[all remporall or all perpetuall, for as ceremo- 
mal precepts by their Interpoſition,or mixture 
with moral} cannot render them temporal: ſo 


neither can moral precepts cauſe the ceremo- 


Jniall ro be perpetuall : neither can we onely 


by their placing or ftation diſcover which: is 
which, but by underſtanding -the Scripture, 
and the nature of cach precept ſeverally in it 
ſelte, and the ſcope and intention of the Holy 
Ghoſt in the fame : as hath I hope, here -be- 
fore to the capacity of the meancſ ſufficiently 
been demonſtrated. _ | 


A — 


CHAP. XVIE 


The third Objeftion raiſed and anſwered to 
vindicate this Truth. 


Hirdly it may be obje&ted, that this com- 
mand to abſtain from things offered to 
K 3 Idols, 
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Idols, from things firangled and -blaod, adj 
well as from fornication muſt be more than|na! 
an ordinary cormmand, or bare condeſcention|the 
to thoſe Chriſtians weakneſs , and ſeemerh toſplai 
be intended, as a binding precept to continug|tio7 
in the Church, in regard there is ſuch a bind«[the 
ing: obliging authoricy, and more than ordis|{be 
nary expreſzion uſed by the Apeftles to cons[|inſ} 
firnie the ſame, viz. It ſeemed good to the Holy|ib a 
Ghoft, and to w &c. v.28. Which very expreſ|thi: 
fion imports a command not - to be ſlighted|cor 
or-negle&cd in its due obſervation : neithee|Gh 
would the Apoſtles bave uſed, ſuch an oblis|ma 
ging expreſsion, if they had not intended it as|(y « 
a generall pra&iſe to continue in the Churchyſbu! 
to which ] anſwer. 8 
Firſt : As for this part of the Obje&ion :[thi 
that it is onely uncharitable, and  favourable|viz 
condeſcention to thoſe Chriſtians weakneſſeyſanc 
according as hath been before delivered, and |* 
that it cannot be any generall binding precept;|G! 
is ſufficiently before proved, and convincingly in, 
enough declared : I hope to the fatisfa&ion of|co 
difſenting judgements. | ma 
Secondly, as for that expreſſion, deriving |ye! 
the Authority of that Command from the|alt 
Holy Ghoft. What Authority is in that com-|th 
mande, or in that Exprefſion more then in all| Rl 
other commands in Scripture. Although the|t 
Expreſſion may ſeem more, yet the Autho-|to 
rity 
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a\can be no more, thah what the general! com- 
h|nands in Scriptare are'grounded upon viz- 
althe Foly»Ghoſt, for: 'the Apoſtle talletly us 
olplainh, that {!t Scriprare is given by inſpira- 
&|ti01 0” God'z Tim. 3, 16. and this Scripture 
[the Apoſtles ſay not ,'is any more- then from 
«|he Holy Ghoſt, which is'as'much-a$ to fay,by 
«[Inſpirzion of God and:can be no more , but 
js all ane. The Apoſtles and Prophets, as in 
«|this, G in all thar preaching and 'writing 
d|conſuling with, and being afed by 'the Holy 
e[Ghoſt,in the publication of his wM'and com- 
mandesunto the Sonnes of men. Fot prophe- 
g]y came not-in old time- by the will of man: 
z|but holymen of God ſpake as they! were mo- 
[ved by th: Holy Ghoſt, z'Pet. 1. 21. fo thaf 
[this can beno more then- other commands 5 
viz, others as well as this. proceeding from, 
| and being the difates'of the Holy Glioft. © 
| 


+. 


" Thicdfy, bur the reafon- why the Holy 
Ghoſt in this lace is mentioned,and brought 
in, more then in other places is cleer bythe 
context of the verſe, , and neceſſity of the 
matter vis. as beng ſpoken in reference to- the 
very next words olflowing inthe fame verſe, 
alchough not altogether , yet rather then to 
the Words in the next verſe. For the Apo- 
ftles diſcerning by the great difſention riſen in 
the Church at Antio<!, and by their ſending 
to Jeruſalem about it,v, 2, how cager ſome 
K 4 | were 
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were to ifpolc others;to fake upon, them che 
great burthen of ciecumeifion and: keeping of 
the Law, were faine .to-urge unto'them, and 
bring in. the very authority of the halyGioſt, 
by which they were, direfted. in. all cheir. 


Agions , that they might thereby worke the. 


greater Impreſsion upon them ,-in- vimcig 
them from ſo great. a' burthen and. endleſs 
trouble, as Circumciſion, and the; keeping of 
the Law. As if they had aid: irt is:not the 
will'of the Holy Ghoſt ,; that ye ſhoulc trou- 
ble your-ſelves with. that great burchen of 


Circumcihion , and keeping of the Lay which | 


were aboliſhed by the death of Chriſt. 

For it ſeemed good #0 the H olyGhoſt md to us, 
to lay upon you nogreater. burthen , then thoſe 
neceſſary things, v.\28. .. 0 

So. that the mention - of the Holy Ghoſt, 
maketh nothing for the. continuance, of that 
praQice,, as a generall, and peryetuall Ordi- 

nance : nor was uſed. or intend:d by the A+ 


poſiles to that end , but onely or chiefly the | 


more fully and forcibly to prevaile with thoſe 
fate converts to relinquiſh, and k ave off the 
Ceremonies of the Law, as is cleere and evi- 
dent from the Connexion of the words, if 
ducly weighed , and without any foreſtalled 


opinion ſeriolly conſidered. Let not any there- | 


fore by fuch ſmall obje&ions, raiſing Surges, 
that rather cleer then ſtop the way, be fo _ 
| lily 
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fly diverted or turned out of the right path, 
or channell. of ſo cleer.. a Truth : both the 
precedent and ſubſequent obje&ions 'maki 
far more for, than againft the truth Stew 
and therefore as much to that purpoſe urged, 
Jas to ſatisfie ſuch, as {cruple at the ſame. 


CHAP. XIX. 


mm wrertre_—_ 


| fourth Objedion anſwered , ſhewing the 
_ - -- meceſſity of this Condeſcention. 


Ourthly: . But from the laft words of the 
oGains, there arifeth a fourth Obje&ion, 
which-is this: _ Tr FTOY 
- Why ſhould the Apoſtles appoint 'the Ab- 
ſtinence from theſe meats as neceſſary things, 
if it were-notmeceflary for all Chriſtians to 
obſerye the-ſame ? to which we anſwer, - - 
Firſt, that from the verſe we may infallibly 
colle&, that as Circumcition ,and the keeping 
of the Ceremoniall Law are by the Apoſtles 
accounted a great burthen ; ſo the Abſtinence 
from theſe meats may be granted,and is cleer- 
ly thence inferred to be a burthen alſo, al- 
though not ſogreat a burthen as the other, 
Forit ir ſcemed good to the Holy Ghoſt and 
to the Apoſtles to lay upon them no greater 


Burthen 


” 


—— . — - ; 
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Burthen, then thoſe neceffary things, then 
thoſe things though” neceſſary, are- granted: 
to be a burthen, and in the'fame fence thar the 
other were ſo: which iffo, then they could 
not be neceflary for all ſorts of Chriftians, be- 
cauſe Circurciſton and the keeping of theLaw 


were not; but it muſt be in ſome particular. 


reſpe& which hath already bezn declared, 


and next cometh to be repeated. 

Secondly': the reaſon then, why the ab- 
ſtinence from thoſe meats were by the Holy 
, Ghoſt and the Apoftles declared to be nece(- 
fary things, was becauſe of the weakneſs of 
thoſe Chriſtians, and to hold the Churches in 
peace and unity : As ifthe Apoſtles had ſaid, 


ſceing we find you fo 'weak-as to burthen' 


your ſ{clves with theſe things which were bur 
ſhadowes and are vaniſhed : yet that we might 
ſomewhat caſe your burthen , Ir ſeemed good 


to the holy Ghoſt and to as, and neceffary for 


you, by reaſon of your weakneſs in'the know- 
edge of your freedome from the Law, and of 
your liberty of cating ſuch rhings , to conde- 


{cend thus far unto you in theſe things, ſce- 


ing they are but things Indifferent , As that 


ye abſtain from theſe meats , till ye have at-_ 


cained unto more knowledge of your liberty 


to cat thereof, to wean you b y degrees from | 


thoſe ceremoniall obſervations leaſt -if we 


ſhould on the ſudden , and at once deny you 
in 
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in all things , you might thereby take offence, 
and fall ar diſcord, or difagreement in the 
Churches, or your weake conſcience by cat- 
ing might be defiſed. __ 

- And rhus for this reaſon it is 9jz. for their 
weakneſs, and to pref:rve unity, and concord 


ſin the Churches, that this abſtinence from 


theſe meats is ſaid to be neceſſary, not for any 


[necefſity of continuing that praftiſe among 
- [knowing Chriſtians ; ng nor among new Con» 


verts to Chriſtianity , except it be co greſerve 
Concord, cr in caſe ot offence, and all this 
may juſtly be colle&cd from this Text come 
pared with the Scriptures before mentioned. 
And therefore Calvin on that place in 4&, 


 [15. 28. concerning the neceſsity. of abſtaining 
[from theſe meats faith; Non ultra viguit heo 
 [receſciras, quam periculum erat ſcindende unie - 
\ [tatis. Tta proprie loquendo accidentalis ſuit ifta 


ameceſſitas, vel extrinſeca, que ſcilicet non in re, 
ſed tantum in cavendo offendiculo ita erat. 
Bud ex decreto ftatim abrogato Clarins patet. 
T hat neceflity was of force no' farther than 


| there was danger of Lreach of unity, for to 
| ſpeake properly, that neceſlity was accidentall, 
| or extrinſecall to wit; which confiſted nor 


in the thing it ſelf, but onely in taking heed of 


offence,which doth the more cleerly appeare, 


in that that decree was. preſently abrogated, 
which he ſhewcth afterwards , as is before 
declared 
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declared to be in 1 Cor. 8. & 10. chapters 8&c;| 


* So then the neceſſity of that abſtinence 
there mentioned, appeareth to be not meant 
in reference to thoſe meats, as if there 
were any impurity, or avulawfullneſs in -the 
eating thereof , for any thing in thoſe meats 
themſelves; bat in reference co the Condition 
of thoſe weak Chriftians :; viz. to preſerve 
concord in the Churches , -and that thoſe late 


converts might not take offence ; which -laſt 


words lead us to an other ObjeQion. 


Ed em———__C—S_vawnwW 


CHAP. XX. 


- A fifth Objeftion anſwered, diſcovering the 
' great weakneſs of all ſuch as are thus 
miſled , in this their prafiiſe,and opinion 


Tlfthly it ic may be obje&ed from the laft 
FE words, that the Pedabaptiſts then cannot, 


nor do not deny,but in caſe of offence, that is. 


if any take offence or ſcruple ar their cating,as 
conceiving it urilawfull,'they oughe to abſtaine 
from thoſe meats: leaft they give them offence: 
for this the Apoſtle alſo affhirmeth by ſeverall 
Cautions, or Commands to the ſame purpoſe, 
Rom. 14. | 

V. 15. But if thy brother be grieved with 
thy meat, wow walkeſt thou not charitably : de- 
firoy not bim with thy meat, for whom Chriſt 
dyed. V. 20. 


. 
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, n . 20. For meat defiroys n0t the work, of 
Goa + | 

V.21. It & good neither to eat fleſh, nor to 
drink wine nor any thing, whereby thy Brother 
ftnmbleth or is offended, or is made weake. So 
V. 3, 4313. Thus alſo 1 Cor, 8. ch. 

V. 13. Wherefore if meat make my brother to 
offend, 1 will eat no fleſh while the world Rand- 
th, leaſt I make my brother to offend. See to the 
lame purpoſe verſ, 9, 10, 11, 12, So alſo 
1 Cor. 10. ch, 

IV. 28. But if any man ſay unto you. this is 
offered in Sacrifice unto Idols, eat not for bis 
ſake that ſhewed it, and for conſcience ſake. 

Now this being ſo, v hy do not the Pedo- 
baptiſts, or ſuch as rake liberty to ear, for- 
bear cating thoſe meats for giving the Azah. 
(or ſuch of them as refaſe to cat) offence ? 
To all which we anſwer feverall things. 

Firſt, From the place firft urged againft us; 


viz, Rom, 14.ch. we find the Apoſtle, as giving 


that caution v. 3.. Let n0t him that eateth , 
deſpiſe bim that eateth nat ;1o in the very next 
words: Let aot him that eateth not, judge bim 


that eateth x for God hath received him : from 


whence is already gained thus much cleerly, 
viz.not only that it is lawfull for us to cat, buc 
alſo that it is not lawfull for ſuch as refuſe to 
ear, neither ought they ro cenſure or Judge 
us for eating, | Angnit, in lib, Queſt Evang.] 

: | Bux 
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Bur how we ought to carry onrſelves towardiſcit 
them, whether to deſpiſe them or abſtain faicle 
giving them offence , ſhall Godwilling afreryſo 
ward be anſwered. | 1w1 
| Secondly but before that be determine(| 
and that the ſame may the better be divas 
ſcerned , it is to be conſidered firk what / 
cauſe or upon what occaſion the Apoltla|; - 
gave thoſe ſeverall commands to ſome not tofel 
cat , to others not to give occaſion of ftumb(al 
ling, or offence unto them by eating of ſack! 
meats, &c. 2. Whether the HaimapefihiteywWc 
condeſcention now adayes be dire&ly thei 
ſame with thoſe Chriſtians at Antioch, andſ2 
fo ſhould require the ſame Condefcention, Pct 

| As for the cauſe or occaſion of thoſe Comsſit 


- mands , it hath been evidently before declaiſNt 


red, not to be any real pollation in thoſg#r 
meats, or unlawtullnefle for that cauſe to catf# 
thereof: but onely the weaknefſe of thoſg 
Chriſtians , who for want of ſufficient know- 
I:dge of their freedome from any pollurion|ff. 
thereby by reaſon of their late Converſiony|#' 
mighc cat againſt their Conſcience , and fo 
through weakneſs their conſcience might beſ 
defiled, That the weakne(s of fome new cons[!' 
verts in faith and knowledge in thoſe primiz|#e 
tive times was the cauſe, that they were ad-|: 
viſed by the Apoftles to abſtaine from mears,[#* 
whiercat they ſcrupled, leaſt their weak con- 
ſcience 
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liſcience by eating ſhould be defiled, appeareth 
atcerly as by what hath been before delivered, 
riſo by Rom. 14. 1, 2, 3+ 14, verſes, compared 
|with v. 23. 
id And be that donbteth is damned if be eat, be- 
licauſe be eateth not of jaith': whatſoever is nos 
ef Faith is finne. 
- And that the weakneſs of theſe new con- 
rojerts in Faith, 'and_ knowledge was alſo the 
>cauſe, why ftrong well grounded Chriſtians 
-hjwho knew there was no pollation therein, 
were notwithfianding prohibited to cat, leaſt 
xiþey gave ſuch offence, or emboldned them to 
Je , and thereby ro defile their weak Con» . 
ſciences, Is as cltsr from the places before 
nkited Row T4. 1, 2, 3. compared with v.13,15. 
24and v, 21. It 2s good neither to eat fleſh, nor to 
(drink wine , nor any thing whereby thy brother 
x|tumbletb , or is offended, or is made weake, So 
(d(l(o 2 Cor. 8. ch. v. 9. t 
/-|- But take beed leajt by any meanes this liberty 
of yours become a fiumbling block, to them that 
nerve weak, | | 
ol Y. 10. For if auy man fee thee which haſt 
wikmowledge fit at meat in the Idols Temple, ſhall 
w[1't the Conſcience of bim that is weak be embold 
j-|ued to eat thoſe things which are offered to Idols? 
L|- V. 11. 44 through thy knowledge ſhall the 
$[weak brother periſh for whom Chriſt dyed. 
1-| V.12. But when ye fin ſo againſt the Brethren, 
e and 


| 
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and wound thy weak, conſcience, ye ſin againf 
Chrift v. 13; Soallo ch. 10. 28, 29. ho 
Here we ſee the.Caſe fo cleer, theſe meats 


ſolawfull to be eaten, ſo free from pollution; 


and liberty to eat thereof, for any thing in 


the meats: ſo free, that we evidently find it| 


meer weakneſs and want of faith, and know. 
ledge in any that ftumbled , or refuſed to eat 
thereof. | | 

But how do we all this while hereby as evi- 
dently diſcover the weak condition of ſuch 
amongſt us, as have ſtumbled at theſe harme- 
les. things f How much is it to be admired, 
and lamented, that ſuch who have lived fo far 
from thoſe primitive times , when Chriſtiani- 
ty was in its infancy, that they have becn| 
brought up in the reformed Churches, even 
where the light of the Goſpel! hath ſhone 
forth in ir's luſtre and yet notwithſtanding 


ſhould be as weake in Chriſtianity , as weake| 


in faith, as weak in knowledge in this very re- 
ſpe&, as thoſe primitive Chriſtians, that rhey 
ſhould have need to be fed againe with milke, 
and not ſtrong meats, that as Saint Paul faid 
with the wcake he became as weak that he 


might gaine the weake, ſo we ſhould now[ 


find Chriſtians ſo weake , that we muſt be 
now enforced with the . Apoſtles to conde- 


ſcend unto their weakneſs , leaſt by cating| 


Well]. 


their weak Conſcience ſhould be defiled. 
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_ Well might thoſe primitive Chriſtians in- 
deed be excuſed for ſtumbling at thoſe things, 
In regard they were ſo lately converted to ' 


| Chriſtianity , that they could not on the ſud- 


den be firmely ſetled in the knowledge of all 


things ,and ſufficiently grounded in the truth, 


and that the Apoſtles judiciouſly conſidered, 
when they wrote fo favourably unto them. 
Well might they to whom Idols were be- 
come ſo odious after their firſt converfzon, 
without much blame feare defilement even 
from the very meats offered ro Idols, whom 
Idolatry had ſo deeply and ſo long defiled. 

Neither were they much to be blamed for 
leaning or adhering to the Ceremonial law, 
wo being put upon a new Religion , happily 
wanted thoſe Scriptures to dire& them, that 
we enioy, and therefore knew not what Law, 
Cuſomes, or Religion to embrace or follow 


more likely, than ſuch as had been ever the 


ra&ice of ſuch as converted. them to Chri- 
Ws eſpecially ſeeing ſome of thoſe their 
Jewiſh Teachers themſelves endeavoured to 
obtrude apon them the do@rine,or obſervati- 

on of the Ceremoniall Law. 
But for Chriſtians in theſe days ſo many hun+ 
dred yeares after the ceafing, and abolition of 
the Ceremoniall Law, living in the very Sun- 
ſhine of th: Goſpell, & enjoying ſo mach cleer 
" to Scripture 
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Scripture to dire& and fatisfie them in this 
,truth , being a priviledge which doubtleſle 
thoſe Chriſtians wanted , yet not withſtan- 
ding to be fo ignorant of their Chriſtian 
liberty and freedome to eat all ſorts of meats 
fo fally declared lawfull in the Word of God, 
that they will needs perſwade a necdlefſe ab- 
finence from thoſe meats, which ſo many 
Scripturss ſo clerly tell us, we may lawfully, 
and freely eat, and to dote after ſuch ceremo- 
moniall Obſervations which are ſo well 
known to be ſo long agoe aboliſhed, what a 
ſad ſtory is it for Chriftians to confider ? A 
very ill Symptome ſure” (as is it much to 
be doubted) that Sathans prevailing power 


doth too much delude ſuch in blinding their 


eyes that they cannot deceive fo cleer a truth, 
How can we chooſe but mich ſuſpe& their 
unſoundneſs , and errour in greater matters, 
when they are ſo ignorant in ſuch meane 
things. For how is it poſsible that they ſhould 


throughly know as they pretend , and truely 


underſtand or teach,and judge aright of other 
more difficult & myſterious points, when they 


are ſo weake in their knowledge of fo cafy,and: 


fo cleer a truth. Let them not go abour to 
medle with deep myſteries, if they know not 
thar which is obvious to the capacity of the 


meaneſt. Let th:m never offer to difpure 
about 
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about Origivall Sin, predeſtination, tniverſall 
Grace, Free will, or the like, which have 


| been reje&ed and condemned for Pelagian, 


and Arminian errours long agoe. Let them 


| | never go about to oppoſe Pedobaptiſme, if 


they. underftand not their exemption from 
the Ceremoniall Law, and all its Rites, 
Cuſtomes and obſervations; but will needs go 
about to ſet up Superſtition in the Chriſtian 
reformed Churches, A ſtrange dodrine 
ſure among Chriſtians ; and as ftrange that 
ſuch as have from their infancy beech brought 
up in Chriſtian Religion , which confifteth in 
Faith and Obedience , not in meats or drinks 
Rom. 14. 17. ſeeing meat commendeth 'us 


{not to God 1 Cor. 8. 8. Should yet become 


ſuch infancs in Chriſtianity that as they fay 
of old men, that 'they become by pueri: fo 
theſe ſhould be now ta learne the firſt Rudi- 
ments of Chriſtianity again, that ſtrong Chri- 
tians muſt be faine to condeſcend unto their 


[weakneſs, and thereby feed them againe with 


milke, as the Apoſtles did to thoſe infant 
Chriftians at Antioch leaſt they take offence. 


[Inforpuch that we _ ſay to ſuch as the 
R ; 


Apoſtk did unto the Hebrews ch. 5. 
V.12. For when for the time ye ought to be 
teachers , ye have need that one teach you again, 


© [which be the firft Principles of the Oracles of 
L 2 God 
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God, and are become ſuch as have need of milk, | 
and not of firong meat. t 
V. 13. For every one that uſeth milk, is |N 
unskilfull in the word of Righteouſneſs : for be |Þ 
is a Babe. fo 
. V. 14. But ftrong meat beloageth to them that [at 
ave of full age , even thoſe who by reaſon of uſe |CC 
have'their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcerne both good |4- 
and evill. | .. 

However ſecing it is thus that there are|'Þ 
ſuch - amongſt us , whom the Holy Ghoſt in|#* 
the Word of God is pleaſed to point out unto|4< 
us to be but weak Chriſtians , who ſcrople at? 
ſuch meats Rom. 14. 2. 1 Cor. $8.7, 9, 10, th 
11, &c. before cited :* (and ſeeing he Rtilerh[{c! 
them weake, they cannot juſtly except againſi\Þ 
any for uſcing chat epithite that God - him-| 
ſelte puts upon them in' his word) However hit 
ſeeing by theſe Charadters that God pives|2 
them in his Word', they diſcover their ſo! 
much weakneſs in thefe things that are foſÞ< 
plaine, and eafie ; It is a ſufficient caveat to all}'© 
Chriftians.to take heed, how they raſhly| 
give Credit to, or follow ſuch in other do-|V< 
Grines, or 'Tenents which they hold that are! 
of far more difficulty to be underftood. AndPv 
indeed ſuch is the power of Sathan that Prince[{0 
of darkneſs, and the coruption of humant}'*? 
Nature , that there may be, and many times ve 

are} 


Al! Meats are Lawfull. 149 


, [are ſo many,and ſo intricate Cavils raiſed, that 
they can: much darken aad ecclipſe, nay go 
;5 [neer to extinguiſh the light of many Truths 
ie [held forth and praiſed in the Chriſtian re- 
formed Church : unleſs the ſame be ſeriouſly 
t |aud judiciouſly weighed and confidered ac- 
z|cording to all thoſe Rules or Cautions in the 
414- chapter of this Treatiſe delivered, 

But that we may proceed : if it be fo that 
e|through weakneſs ſome in theſe dayes ſtumble 
nat theſe things, ſo that their weake and ten. 
oder conſcience will not permit them to eat 
it|of things ſtrangled and blood , how ought 
» [they that bave knowledge-to demeane them- 
hiſclves rowards.them ? Onght they to deſpiſe 
githem ? ſurely no: For the Apoſtles command, 
j|we ſee, is : let not him that cateth deſpiſe 
.pſhim that cateth not, They are not therefore 


$[[0 bz deſpiſed but pitryed, and inftrufted bert- 


alter with a ſpirit of mecknefle, by fuchr as have 
g|berter underſtanding, till they may be reſto- 
wired to better knowledge of their liberty. 
vo} But to that part of the Objefion ; That 
je ought then ro abſtaine from theſe meats, 
.effor giving offence to theſe weak Chriftians by 
jour cativg : We anſwer with the Learned, 
elLonge aliud eſſe obſoletas Ceremonias in uſum 
lrevocare , quam eas tolerare , donec paulatim in 
adeſuetudinem abierint. 
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It is oife thing to-bring againe into uſe Ce- 
remonies that wereAlready grown out of ule, 
and{ an other thing to tolerate Ceremonies 
till they by little and little Gall weare out of 
uſe. | | 

So that the condition of fuch,as now adays 


g0c about to revive and recftablith thoſeCere- 


moniall obſervations, which were fixteen 
hundred yeares agoc abolifhed, and arenow 


utterly abſolete, being far different from| 


thoſe primitive Chriftians', who mnſt be born 
with, till they might by degrees be weaned 
from the ſame : it is much to be queſtioned, 
whether we ought to make any Concellion, 
or Condeſcention to them or not : however 


that we ſhould generally abſtaine- from thoſe|/ 
meats for their diſlike thereof, will in nowiſe|: 


follow, For let not him that eateth not , judge 
him that eateth , for God hath received him, 
Kom. 14.3. 


And therefore Peter Martyr on 1 Cor. 8. 8, 


faith : S7 aliqui ſunt infirm, & ſcientia de- 


ftituuntur , #0# oportet ut nos eorum cauſa Chris. 
(tiana libertate fraudemur. What thongh ſom| 


are weak and deſtitute of knowledge, there i 
no reaſon that we for their cauſe, (hould 
cheated of our Chriſtian Liberty. ; 

Againe there is great queſtion to be made 
whether it benot as much obKinacy, 


Infirmity| 
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Infirmity , as mach wilfallneſs as weakneſs in 
ſome of the Anab. which occalioneth their 
refufall of theſe meats: and then the ground 
of their refuſall being not the ſame with thoſe 
primitive Chriſtians , our Condeſcention can- 
not be the ſame to them , as that was to thoſe 
primitive C hriſtians,and this judiciousCalvir 
on 1 Cor. 9. 22.affirmeth ſaying : Infirmis er- 
go mos gerendus eff, non prefractis. 

Bat we need go no farther than our Savi- 
ours Commands and dire&ions in this very 


point who giveth us a remarkable Charafer 


of ſuch , as dreams of any pollution in meats. 
For the Phariſees(dircaly as theſe Opinioniſts 
in theſe. dayes) being offended Mat. 15. 12. 


after they heard that Gying of our Saviour 
'V. I1. Not that which goeth into the mouth 


defileth a man &c, Our Saviour bids his 
Diſciples, Let them alone, they be blind leaders 
of the blind &c. v.14. here we ſee not onely 


this Truth in hand ſufficiently vindicated by 
-| our Saviour himſelfe ; but alfo how we oughc 
to carry our ſelves towards ſuch as wiltully 
-oppole the ſame. | 


. 


And therefore Calviz on this place above 


glancing at that ſaying of our Saviour about 


the Phariſces ſaith Multi Pervicaſes eraxt, 
qui Phariſaica, vel Superbia , vel mal:nia liber- 
tatem Chriſtianam ſublatam prorſus optaſſent: 


L 4 quibus <-| 
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quibus nunquam ( Chrijtus) tantum detuliſſet : 
Nam tales & nobis curari non vult Chriſtus. 
. There were many ftift in opinion, who either 
by their Pharifaicall pride or malice defired 
that Chriſtian libercy ſhould be altogether ta- 
ken away,to whom Chriſt had neyer declared 
Co much: and as touching ſuch, it is the will of 
Chriſt thar they be not regarded of us. 

This ſaying therefore of our Saviour is a 


ſufficient caveat to ſtich, who now adayes are | 


not onely offended, but even dare to contra- 
dif our Saviour ; whileſt in effe& tam {adi 
quam diftis as well in their pradice, as in their 
expreſſions they feare not'to affirme, that that 
which goeth into the mouth may defile a 
man : but awan wovld think that ic highly 
concerneth ſuch to take heed , leaſt if they as 
the Phariſees did willfully periiſt in ſuch erors, | 


the ſame ſentence ſhould paſſe againſt them, | 


as did againſt thoſe obſtinate Phariſecs , 
"AgeTs duTzs. Let them alone : they be blinde 
leaders of the blinde: And if the blind lead 
the blind both ſhall fall into. the ditch. A re- 
markable paſſage ſure, and ſuffictent caution 
to ſuch, as wilfully perſiſt in this their errour. 


So that ſeeing our Saviours command is | 


to ler ſeach alone in their blindneſs, till both 
leaders and followers fall into the ditch to- 

gether © I finde not after notice and admoni- 
| / tion 
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tion given them of this their errour, why any 
ſhould favour them willfully perſiſting in the 
ſame by any abſtinence from theſe meats. 

But which may be a terrour to all ſuch, as 
hold this fond opinion, It is no lefſe remark- 
able, what our Saviour faith v. 13. 

V. 10. And he called the multitude, and 
ſaid unto them, heare and underſtand :; 

IV. 11. Not that which goeth into the mouth 


| defileth a man : but that which cometh out of the 


mouth this defileth a man. 

V. 12. Then came his Diſciples and ſaid un« 
to him : kaoweſt thou that the Phariſees were. 
offended after they heard this ſaying. | 

V. 13. But he anſwered aud ſaid, every plan 
which my heavenly Father bath mot planted, 
ſhall be rooted up. 

As it he had faid all ſuch as willfully hold 


that there is any pollution or defilement in 
any thing that gocth into the mouth, are but 
plants which my heavenly father hath not 
planted, and therefore they (hall be rooted up, 
they are bur as weeds,or as briers, and thorns 
crept into the Lords vineyard, that ſhall be 
. placked up by the root,8& {hall not be ſuffered 
to take root,or growup in the ſame to crouble, 
hinder or corrupt the true and naturall Plants, 
and branches, which are of the planting of 
the Lord. And then he addcth, 
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VF. 14 Let them alone : They be blinde laders 
of the blind and if the blind lead the blind, both 
ſhall fall into the ditch. 

As much as to fay , All ſuch Leaders as 
are ſo blind chat they will not diſcerne, or un» 
derſtand that there is no defilement in any 
thing that goeth into the mouth, but willfully 
hold an opinion and teacherth others, that 


that which goeth into the mouth may deflle | 


the man, & all others their followers,that are 


ſo blind as to be lead by them into thar fond, | 


and eroneous opinion, and untruth, they ſhall 
all fall into the ditch, they (ball all of them 


both leaders and followers 'ſecing they can | 


keep theright path no better , plunge them- 
ſelves over head, and Eares into the by-finkes 
of errour, and pits of undiſcerned deftruQion, 


Yet notwichſtanding ſeeing the Apoſtles | 


have been ever ſo tender of weak Chriſtians, 


. .that they have been ever ready in theſe indif- 


ferent things to condeſcend unto them, yea 
have declared it a finne it rhrough the cating 
of ſuch, as have knowledge, the weak brother 
periſh for whom Chriſt dyed 1 Cor. 8.11. (if 
we may call ſuch brethren, as are gon out 
from as) and v. 12. Bit when ye ſin ſo againt 
the brethren , ans,yound therr weak, Conſcience, 
Je ſin again? Chriſt; Therefore if upon occa- 
lzon of teaſts, or the like, the cating of —_ as 

avc 
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have knowledge ſhould happen to embolden, 
or endanger weake Chriſtians ro cat againſt 
their Conſcience: let us rather forbeare, than 
by our” eating to occaiton our brethren who 
through weakneſs rnd not willfullnefſe ſcruple 
at it , to fin by their cating alſo. | 

And thus Calvin jndiciouſly determi- 
neth the matter on Mut. chap. 15, v. 14. 


. where he faith Hinc ſumpta fuit trita illa de 


ſcandalis vitandis diſtin&io, quod cavendum ſit, 


ne Infirmis detur ſcaudalum , fiquis vero contu= 


max , & malignns fcaudalum accipiat, nou eſſe 
curandum. Hence hath that common diftin- 


' ion been taken concerning che avoiding of 


offences , that we muſt rake heed, leaſt offence 
be given to the weak , but if any thart is fro- 
ward and malicious take offence, he is not to 


| be regarded. 


And for any weak Chriſtian however, that 
(crupleth at theſe meats , 1 would not adviſe 
any ſuch to cat raſhly by the example of o- 
thers againſt his conſcience. For the Apoſtle - 
ſaith Rom. 14. 23. He that doubteth ( Dui du- 
bitat 5 Sraxerwoptr © quidiſcernit, diſcriminat 
dijudicat) or he that difcerneth, or putteth a 
difference between meats (as the word pro- 
perly fignifierh) is damned ifhe cat : becaufe 
he eaterh not of faith : for whatſoever is nor 
of faith is ſin, Let every man (therefore) be fully 

perſwaded 
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perſwaded in bis own minde, v. 5. As Melanch- 
thox therefore on this verfe hath it : Oftendit 
ergo unicuique regulam, ac Fudicem eſſe debe- 
re propriam Conſcientiam, cujus dufJu unuſ- 


quiſque aGtiones ſuas ita debet Tnſtituere, quem= 


admodi dominovult reddere rationem. Ita etiam 
poteſt inſtituere , ut ad Gloriam Dei omnes di- 
rigat. Dui hac moderamine , atque his finibus 
veſcituy vel abſt inet, poteſt utcunque recite facere. 
Relinquitur ergo, Deum in omnibus hujuſmodt 
aftionibus precipue reſpicere hominum conſcien- 
tiam : deinde eatenus boni illas conſulere, qua= 
tenus cernit ad ſuam converti gloriam. 

| He (hewethi therefore, that every mans own 
Conſcience ought to be his rule and Judge: by 
the Guidance whereof every one ought ſo ro 
order his a&ions as he will render an account 
unto the Lord. He may alſo ſo order them, 
that he may dire& them all to the glory of 
God. He which with this moderation, and 
with theſe limitations cateth or abftaineth, 
may-do both rightly. Therefore the mat- 
ter is ſo left, that God inall A@ions of this 
ſort doth chiefly look upon the Conſcience of 
men,and hereupon doth'ſo farforth take thoſe 


a&ions in good part as he ſeeth them inten» | 


ded to his Glory, (Caſſidorus in lib.5, cap.3g. 
All which being o, all ſuch as have hither- 

to ſcrupled , and have feared to eat theſe meats 
aga inſt 


2 


outlty, goons gn. rain, Win mo. oo yas «a, 
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againſt their Conſcience , when they ſhall 
by the perufall hereof, or otherwiſe be con- 
vinced of their,errour, will hereafter have as 
prcat cauſe to feare and beware leaft they ab- 


| tinence from the ſame againſt their Conſcience 


ſeeing if it be but by what hath been here 
delivered , they canot chooſe but know and 
be perſwaded in their own minde, and Con- 
ſcience, that they may lawfally eat all ſorrs of 
meats under the Goſpel, whether Idolothytes, 
things trangled or Blood, and that for any 
matter of Worſhip in not eating, or finne in 
eating they ovght not to abſtaine from the 
ſame, in regard the lawtfullnefſe thereof, and 
liberty to cat of theſe meats is ſo apparently 
evident by ſufficienc Authority from the 
Word of God, that *tis wonder Chriſtians 
ſhould ſcruple at the ſame, ſo that ro ſuch 
we may. anſwer as our Spiridiou did toa 
ranger that refuſed: to eat fleſh in Lent, 
becauſe he was a Chriftian : for this cauſes 
(firh Sviridion) oughreſt thou nat to refaſe 
it : {or © the clean all things are cleane, as the 
Word of God hath caught us. ( Soromenus 
liv, 1, Cap. IO in Hiſt, tripert.) 


CHAP. 
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CH A P. XXI. 


| | | 

The laſt Objeftion Anſwered, diſcovering, 
whether this Practice, and Opinion of the 
Haimapeſthites be a fin or not. 


h 
Ut- the laſt Kenopv3arer, under which |} 
[ Jour Opponents endeavour to ſhroude 
themſelves with ſor.ze ſhadowy hopes of þ 
vain confidence, that the ſame ſhall: vindi- k1 
cate them in this their erroneous praAtiſc þ! 
and opinion, is : that they are ſure, that they 
fin not- in their abſtinence from theſe meats: ti 
which they may perhaps the more confident- ft 
ly, & peremptorily conclude, ſeeing by whar is jn 
here before delivered ;' and by us confeſſed |x 
(as they happily may pretend) that none (c« 
qught to cat againſt conſcience, as ſeetneth to ſe 
appeare from Chapter 11. of this Treatiſe, || 
from Rom. 14. ch. eſpecially v. 20, For meats |; 
deſtroy. not the work, of God: All things indeed |w 
are pure but it is evill for that man who eateth 
with offence. and v. 23. And he that doubteth i8\ffir 
damned if he eat,becauſe he eateth not of Faith; |m 
for whatſrever is not of Faith is fin, and theres |ti« 
fore it is farr ſafer to abſtaine. re 
Anſ. Burt leaſt the Ignis fatuw of- an erro- 
neous fancy ſhould miflead them as fare _ iy 
the 


_ 


y 
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he true intention and right Apprehention of 
that chapter and theſe Texts Iaft cited, as 
rom the right underſtanding of. the Text in 
and in AG, 15. whereby they may happily 
Yr rather unhappily become obdurate in theie 
rrour, promifing themſelves immunity from 
 þny Guilt in their perſeverance therein, I have 
h therefore thought it very neceſſary in the 
le cloſe of this Tra& to anſwer this ob j<&i- 
of on : that if poſſb]: I may leave no means un- 
i= atempted to reconcilz us in this our diffenting 
6 ppinion, 

y | That may therefore make the more ſcru- | 
8: tinous diſquiſition , and perſpicuons demon- | 
t= tration whether there be any offence, or nor 
is jn this their pra&ice it is to be conſidered. 
d |1. Who they were, and what their ſtate and 
x condition was to whom the Apoſtles addref= 
o [ed themfelves in that Prohibition. 2, Whe- 
e [ther the condition. of fuich as now adayes ab - 
ts ſtaine from theſe meats be direAly the ſame 
4 with thoſe primitive Chriſtians: which ific 
th were dire&ly ſo, then were they fo farre from 
# [inning by abſtaining, that *tis doubt they 
þ, [might fin by cating : but upon due confidera- 
;- |tion we {hall finde their condition far diffe- 

rent. 

- | As for thoſe Chriſtians at Antioch, they 
n [lived in the very infancy cf the Gotpell, when 
1C Chriſtianity 


be 
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Chriſtanity(if we may ſo ſay)was bot even in 
its veryEmbryon,and fo were very lately con- 
verted to the knowledge of Chriſt & the Go- 
ſpell , wanted the bookes of the new Teſta- 
ment to dirett and inſtru them in the Abo- 
lition of all ſuch Ceremomall Obſervations, 
as the Abſtinence from meats, and the like- 
and therefore muſt needs be weak in faith, 
and Babes in knowledge, ignorant muſt they | 
nzeds be of their freedome from the Ceremo- 
niall Law and from this abftinence from blood 
being a part thereof , and therefore having 
this Condeſcention made unto them only | 
pro tempore, till they had atrained unto a 
a greater meaſure of Faith and knowledge 
they cquld not fin by this their Abſtinence. 
Now had ſuch as in this age ſcrople at theſe 
meats, lived in thoſe primitive dayes, whilſt | 
that weaknefſe in knowledge for want of 
Scriptures to dire& them occaſioned that 
Condeſcention , and whilſt that temporary 
- command was unknown to be repealed; then 
without all doubt they ought to have abflai- 
ned without finning at all by that their Ab- | 
Kinence , yea might have finned by eating| 
againſt their Conſcience : but now the caſe is 
farre otherwiſe, | 
Yet if we finde any in theſe days expreſfing| 


themſelves fuch Babes in Religion that they] ' 
have| 
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have need that one teach them again, which 
be the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, 
and are become ſuch as have need of milke, 
and not of ftrong meat. Heb, 5. 12. as is faid 
before : that is, are ſo weake in Faith and 
Knowledge of char freedome from the Cere- 


. moniall Law, and of their liberty to cat theſe 


meats, that through ignorance onely they ab- 


| Kaine from the ſame, 1 conceive it neceſſary, - 


that they cat.not, neither will 1 ſay that they 


.fm by that cheirAbſtinence, provided I ſay,that 


it be onely through ignorance, and weak- 


. nefſe, as afore : For he that doubtcth is damned 


#f he eat, Rom. 14. 23. 

Bat how it ſhould be weakneſs and not 
willfullneſs, I ſee not for Chriftians co embrace 
this errour, who live in the cleer light of the 


_ Gofpell for many hundred yeares tince thar 


weaknefſe was in the Church at Antioch, and 
have all the Books of the New Teſtament to - 
Inftru& them : where they may find, Thar 
every Creature of God is Good, and nothing 
to be refuſed _1 Tim. 4. 4. That all things 
are lawfull , Even Meats for the belly and 
the Belly for meats, 4 Cor. 6, 12,13» That 
there is nothing uncleane of it ſelfe , === but 
all things pure, Rom, cb. 14. V. 14; 20. 


| That there is nothing from without a man 


that entring into him, can defile him, Mar. 7, 
M 15. 
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15. where they may alſo finde that the Cere- 
moniall Law is aboliſhed Epheſ. 2. 15. Col. 2. 


14. yea this very part thereof, which flood in 


meats and drinkes &c. Heb. 9. 10. Col. 2. 
16, 17, 20,21, 22, yea where they may alſo 
finde this very command in A. 15. 20, 29. 
touching Idolothyrtez, and fo of the reſt repea- 
lcd, not onely by the 'Scriptures here before 
cited, ſhewing all things lawfu'l and pure, and 
nothing uncleane, no meats defiling : but alſo 
from 1 Cor. 8. 4, 7, 8, 9- and s Cor, 10, 
25, 27, 29. | 

That Chriſtians therefore, I (ay, notwith- 
ſtanding all this, ſhould againſt the light of 
Gods Word, and fo againſt their Knowledge 
and againſt their Conſcience go about obſti- 
nately, and willfully to maintainc, and intro- 
duce into rhe Church an opinion, and pra- 
ice of abſtaining from meats, & ſo to Judaiſe 
under the Goſpcll . and to ſer up againe the 


Ceremoniall Law this (ixteen hundred yeares | 
ago aboliſhed, ir muſt needs be a fin, yea more |, 


then a fin of ignorance ; tor few ſure are ſo ig- 
norant, however after information given them 
eith-r from this Treatiſe, or orherwiſc, what 
can it be 1s than willfully and preſumpru- 
oally to finne againit God. | 


So that whatever theſe Opinionifts may, 


pretend or athrme , that they are ſure they 
| finne 
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finne not in their Abſtinence 3 yet nothing can 
be more ſire, than that they finne, by endea- 


| vouring to introduce an erroneous praftiſe , 


and opinion inco the Chorch ; , eſpecially if 
they ſhall offer to ſtand in it, and to main- 
tainc It. | 3 40s 

TI. Therefore (all theſe things being duely 
confidered) they commit a finne of Ignorance 
in embracing, and holding an errour, and do. 
not underſtand it. T.. 

2. They w'll undoubtedly commit a fn of; 
preſumprion if after they underftand it, they 
ſhall notwithſtanding obſtinately pertiſt in ir, 
& endcavour wiliully ro mantai" ic. 
| 3+ They finne in conrredifting, and op- 
poſing the word'of God which fo f-V'y and 
Clearly declareth all meats lawfull, as is before 
prov<d. 

4. If men may wreſt the Scripture to their 


own deſtru&tion as appeareth 2 Pet. 3. 16. 
they cannot but {mn thereby : how then can 
theſe exemot them(:lves from theguilt- of fin, 
wio wreſt the true ſence of this Scripture in 
F. 15. and by this their praiſe and opini- 
n endeavour to pervert the meaning or n= 


© fention of the holy Ghoſt in that place, to 


aintan their own vaine errour. 
5. They (in in offering to ſet up the 


&f Ceremoniall Law, which was fo long ago 


aboliihed 
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aboliſhed, feeing' that although the Holy 


Ghoft declareth the ſame to be aboliſhed, as - 
is before ſpecified, they by their do&rine, - 


and/pra&ice declare” that it is not abolifhed:. 


Forif to maintaific 'Circumcifion being one 


part of the Ceremoniall Law, be ſo heinous a' 


finnne that it depriveth a man of his intereſt 


in Chriſt as appearecth Gal. 5, 2, 3,4. then to | 
rmaintaine an abſtinence from meats, which is | 


alſo another part of the Ceremoniall Law, 


muſt needs be a fin. E 
' 6. If ſuch as hold an opinion, that any 


thing which goeth into the mouth may de-. 


file a man, are blind leaders af the blind, and 
ſhall fall into the ditch, as appearcth Mat. 15. 
rI, 14. then it cannot, be \denyed ,” bat that 
they muſt needs fin hereby : theſe therefore 


maſt needs finne, that hold a defilement in | 


_ theſe meats. | 
7. Laſtly they fin becauſe they go about to 


maintaine a doArine which the Apoſtle callcth | : 


a dofrine & Divcls as is before ' declared 
from the 1 Tim. 4. ch. pry 
Thus we ſee, although theſe. Qpinioniſts 


may -flattzr themſelves with a conceir that; 


they {mne not by their abſtinence from thele 
mzats) yet how dangerous it is willfully to 


maintahe this their praiſe and Opinion, 


to 
\ 


a1d how hard a mater it is perhiſting herein 
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to free themſelves from the guilt of finne. Yes 
| fo grand, ſo erroneous a crime hath the will» | 
full abſtinence from meats been accounted, | 
that even by a Popiſh Councell long agoe it | 
was decreed, That all obftinate refuſers being | 
ſaſpe&ed..of Herefic, ſhould be depoſed from 
| the order of the Clergie. Concil. Pap. Mart. 
; | 3n 30. diftind. cap. Siquis. 


J — — | SSA: 


y On. The Concluſion. 
4 O conclude therefore , my Exhortation 
A to all ſorts ofChrifliansis,as not to judge 


it | raſhly or fix upon any thing , eſpecially novell 
re | Opinions in Religion , before they have with 
in | mature deliberation Confulted witch the 
Word of God: fo inthis particular to get 
to | fall atisfa&ion'in their own mindes that th 

th | are freed from the Ceremoniall Law; with 
ed | all its ſeverall Rites, and OſervSions by the 
death of Chrift, and therefore that they go 
ifts | not about to revive or renew the ſame in any 
hat. part- thereof » Which hath been fo long 
ieſe] agoe aboliſhed , as hath been evidently de- 
7 tO monſtrated from Col. 2, Eph. 2. Heb. 9. &c, 
;on,| but that they endeayour after fo much 
in] knowledge of their Chriſtian Liberty, as not 


ro to 
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to Imagine any finfullneſs in any meats what- 
ſoever, which ſhould occaſion any abſtinence 
from the fame ; or that we can Worſhip God 
by eating or not cating meats : ſeeing it hath: 
been fo evidently before proved ,: and decla- 
red, tharthat Command in A9.-15.-28, 
' 29. to abſtains from meats offered to Idols, 
things trangled and bload, was not for .any 
impurity in thoſe meats, or finfulne(s fim-ly 

in the cating th-reof, biit for the weakneſs of 
thoſe late Chriitian Conv-rts at Antioch ; 
and chat the Intentions of the Apoſtles in that 
portion of Scripture was - onely to favour or 
concede, or condeſcend pro tempore unto'their 
weaknel(s in theſe indifferent things, accor- 
ding to their example, & Command in other 
Scriptures in the like kind, to preferve unity 
and Concord in the Churches, and to draw 
them by degrees from theſe obiervations, leaſt 
they (thould take off:nce, or their weak Con- 
ſciences ſhould by eating be dtfiled, and 
not in the leaſt meaſure to order or (ettle any 
landing Ordinance to continue, and to be 
obCſ.rved in the Chriitian Church, as a bind- 
ing precept to all Chriſtians ; ſhall any there- 
fore be fo ſuperſtitions in their devotion, 
ſo unſettked in Religion, ſo erroneous in opi- | 
nion as to dote after Judaiſme in times of 


Chriſtianity. 
Let 


IV . uw 


'- All Meats are £,awfull. 167 
Let us rather embrace the Apoſtles exhor- 
+ tation Heb, 13. 9. Be not carryed about with 
diverſe and ſirange dodrines : For itis' good 

that the heart be eſtabliſhed with Grace, not 

with meats , which have not profited them, 

that have been occupied therein. Theophila@, 

2n loc. 
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